SatehtovisHS.Arabiawithindays 

RIYADH (AFP) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh will 
wit Saudi Arabic in the next few days to try to resolve a border 
dispute between the two neighbours, Yemen’s parliament speaker 
laid here Monday. Sheikh Abdullah A1 Ahmar said King Fahd 
, told him Sunday that be would “favourably welcome’’ a visit by the 
Yemeni president, and Mr. Saleh would arrive in the kingdom “in 
the coming days.” Mr. Saleh said on Dec. 14 be would “soon” 
meet King Fahd in a bid to “open a new chapter in relations 
between die two countries.” In early December Sanaa repented 
border dashes between Yemeni and Saadi forces in which three 
-Yemenis were wounded. Riyadh said a Saudi worker was killed. 
The two countries are locked in a long-running dispute over their 
border, notably in the Najran, Joan and Asar regions which have 

■ been under Saudi control since a 1934 agreement Sheikh A! 
? Ahmar, who beads the Islamic fundamentalist A1 blah party in 

■ Yemen’s ruling coalition, said discussions to resolve the conflict 
'had reached “an advanced stage" in technical committees. 
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Rabin 
in Oman 

MUSCAT (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin is currently on a 
ground-breaking visit to 
Oman for talks with Sultan 
Qaboos Ben Said, the official 
Omani News Agency (ONA) 
Mid Monday. 

The visit is a first to Oman 
, by an Israeli head of govem- 
jtaent since the Jewish state 
Was created in ' 1948. Israel 
«md Oman have no diploma- 
tic ties. 

“The Omani sovereign and 
the Israeli prime minister met 
to give a boost to the Middle 
£ast peace process and to 
mpport efforts to secure a 


Time for reorganisation 
has come — King Hussein 

Jordanian-Palestinian relations are strategic 
Fruits of peace need time to manifest themselves 


in the region,” ONA said. 
i Oman was the first Gulf 
Arab country to have hosted 
no official Israeli delegation, 
during multilateral negotia- 
tions on water resources last 
April. 

Israel’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin said 
tfnring a visit to Oman last 
month that diplomatic rela- 
tions between Israel and 
several Arab countries could 
be established in “the very 
near future." 

Israel Radio said Mr. 
Rabin, accompanied by 
senior advisors, met Omani 
leaders including Sultan 
Qaboos. 

Israeli officials were not 
immediately available for 
comment. • 

• Libya fears full 
Oil embargo 

’ * TRJPOLMAFPX^ -Libya 
(bars that the U.N. Security 
Council will impose on it a 
foil oil embargo at Washmg- 
®jh’s demand, Information 
Minister Ahmad Ibrahim said 
Monday. “Libya expects a 
lightening of tire embargo as 
long as Washington domin- 
ates tihe Security Council... I 
do not rule out an ofl embar- 
go ” Mr. Ibrahim said. Ofl 
Makes op 90 per cent of the 
bard currency revenue of 
Libya, which produces nearly 
li million barrels of crude 
per day yielding $9 to $10 

■ billion a year. 

Rafeanjani rules out 
third term 

. TEHRAN (R) — President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafeanjani 
has said be would not seek to 
.Change the Iranian constitu- 
tion so that he could serve a 
third term. “I personally 
don’t think it’s advisable to 
amend the constitution, and I 
Wouldn't like to extend my 
executive responsibilities,” 
Mr. Rafeanjani said in an 
interview on Iranian Televi- 

- lion. Mr. Rafeanjani’s second 
four-year term ends in Au- 
gust 1997. 

'Vietnamese economic 
^ team visits Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) A Viet- 
■. Munese economic mission has 
> arrived in Israel for talks on 
5 cooperation and bilateral 

- trade agreement, the Israeli 
- -'foreign niinistry said on Mon- 

; way. The ministry said Viet- 
i- : Bam's first economic mission 
. Id Israel, which arrived on 
f : Sunday, was headed by depo-. 

• . tv Light Industry Minister 
. Nguyen Minh Thong. The 
v deputy minister will examine 
.i the possibilities for economic 
• . Cooperation and prepare the 

ground for a bilateral trade 
agreement, it said. Vietnam 
las expressed interest in 
■ strengthening its economic 
^ relations with Israel and in 
» encouraging Israeli invest- 
t. Mem, the ministry said. - 

) Pakistani poet dies 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Leading Pakistani poet Par- 
.* Veen Shakir was killed when 
. her car was hit by a passenger 

■ bus here Monday, the 
Associated Press of Pakistan 

' JAPP) news agency reported. 

Parveen, 42, winner of top 
< national awards for Urdu lan- 
> gftage literature, was also a 
civil servant in the tax depart - 
Ment. Parveen’s driver was 
also killed when the auto- 

• Mobile was rammed by a bus, 
APP said. The report added 
that the bus driver fled the 
scene of the accident. 


By Abdullah Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein disclosed 
yesterday that Jordan was 
gearing up fir a major gov- 
ernment overhaul which was 
needed to meet the demands 
of the new era in the King- 
dom's history. 

The King expected the 
change to come shortly after 
the debate in Parliament on 
the 1996 fiscal budget and his 
return from a short visit to 
Austria that starts today. 

The King did not say 
whether be will appoint a 
new government or order a 
major reshuffle to undertake 
the job, which would indude 
legislative and administrative 
reforms, but he stressed that 
“reorganisation is necessary 
since this is a new, different 
era in Jordan’s life and it 
needs to be governed by a 
new spirit and fresh efforts.” 

The King, who was addres- 
sing a group of journalists 
and columnists over a work- 
ing lunch at the Royal Court, 
commended the present gov- 
ernment for having fulfilled 
its mission and carried Jordan 
through tbe difficult task of 
peace negotiations. Those 


King vows action to 
tackle traffic chaos 

IN HIS meeting with the journalists yesterday. King 
Hussein pledged to make mefaing traffic problems in the 
King dom one of the mam priorities at the impending 
programme of reorganisation. 

1%e King said he was appalled by what he saw while 
travelling from Aqaba to Amman along the desert highway 
a few days ago. 

Long vehicles were racing along the road ignoring traffic 
si gns , some of which were misplaced anyway aim tyres 
littered the highway, the King noted. 

“What was amazing,” the King said, “was that there 
were so many police patrols along tire highway,” and 
nothing was being done about the hazardous driving 
conditions. 

“This is a priority issue,” the King said, adding that 
something must be done to ensure safety and order on the 
roads. 

The King said he was distressed by the number of 
accidents in the country and what that meant in terms of 
h uman and mater ial losses. 


who leave their posts, the 
King said, should not come 
under criticism as if they have 
not done a good job. 
“Change is made necessary 
sometimes not because-(offi- 
rials) have not performed 
well, but rather because new 
circumstances require new 
responsibilities ana different 
people to handle them." 


The King warned that peo- 
ple should- not expect to see 
the fruits of peace overnight. 
The new era will benefit Jor- 
dan and Jordanians, he stres- 
sed, but projects brought in 
by the new era will take time 
to plan and execute. 

His Majesty -said that be 
was intent on continuing to 
further Jordan's causes at in- 


ternational fora and with 
friendly nations and the Arab 
countries. 

The King said he had cal- 
led Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat on Sun- 
day to coordinate the chair- 
man’s visit that was supposed 
to take place on tile same 
day. The visit has now been 
deferred until the King’s re- 
turn from Austria where he 
will undergo medical check- 
ups for an old ear infection. 

The King described 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions as strategic and stressed 
that Jordan wfl] continue to 
extend all possible help to the 
Palestinian people to help 
them gain their rights. He 
said Jordan will not give up 
its role in Jerusalem and that 
had the issue not been in- 
cluded in both the Washing- 
ton Declaration and the 
peace treaty with Israel it 
would have created a vacuum 
for others to make use of. 

The King also reviewed 
what he saw as the sad situa- 
tion in the Arab World char- 
acterised by lack of resolve, 
the absence of democracy 
and human rights and die 
lade Of minim um consensus 

(Cootmued on page 7) 


Commandos storm hijacked plane 


MARSEILLE (Agencies) — 
French anti-terrorist police 
stormed a hijacked jet at 
Marseille on Monday, killing 
all four young hostage takers 
and saving the lives of some 
170 passengers and crew. 

French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur told repor- 
ters he had ordered the plane 
to be stormed “as the only 
way of safeguarding human 
lives.’’ 

The interior ministry in 
Paris said seven hostages — 
tiie plane’s chief pilot and six 
passengers were injured in 
tbe assault, along with seven 
members of the elite para- 
military gendarmerie emit. 

Most of the hostages were 
Algerians, but some 40 
French nationals were be- 
lieved to have been aboard. 

Mr. Bahadur said the 
storming took place “with 
exemplary courage and effi- 
ciency.’' 

ICI television ran what it 
said was exclusive film of the 
15-minute attack, showing 
black-clad and hooded offic- 
ers entering the Airbus A300 
by front and rear passenger 
doors, as well as firing at the 


plane from the tarmac. 

The interior ministry said 
all four hijackers who seized 
the plane in Algiers on Satur- 
day were killed. They had 
earlier been identified by 
Algerian authorities as mem- 
bers of tbe Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA). 

The GIA is the most vio- 
lent of the Algerian fun- 
damentalist organisations 
battling the government since 
it railed off 1992 general elec- 
tions which tbe Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) had been 
poised to win. 

Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua said earlier one of the 
hijackers had been raptured 
and arrested. 

The plane was stormed af- 
ter the hostage-takers re- 
portedly executed another of 
their captives, adding to 
three they bad already killed 
in Algiers. However, the re- 
port of the fourth hostage’s 
death was later denied by 
French officials. 

The assault on the A300 
plane, which had arrived in 
Marseille early Monday, also 
followed the breakoff of all 
contact with negotiators 


trying to persuade them to 
give themselves up peaceful- 
ly. 

Several explosions rocked 
Marseille airport as the crack 
GIGN anti-terrorist forces 
moved in on the plane, which 
had without permission 
moved from its isolated loca- 
tion on the airfield to a posi- 
tion in front of the main 
terminal. 

The explosions blew off the 
aircraft doors to permit the 
GIGN troops to enter, the 
detonations followed by a 
firefigfat lasting more than 20 
minutes. 

Special anti-terrorist forces 
had earlier been seen rushing 
into the plane from two gang- 
ways rolled up to tbe rear of 
the aircraft more than 40 
hours after it flew into Marig- 
nane airport near here from 
Algiers. 

A fleet of more than 50 
ambulances converged on the 
Airbus. 

Tbe hijack drama began in 
Algiers on Saturday, when 
the hijackers prevented the 
aircraft leaving on a sche- 
duled flight to Paris. 

During two days at Algiers 


Israel adopts law curbing 
PLO activities in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli parlia- 
ment Monday adopted by a 
large majority a law aimed at 
preventing official Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) activities in Jerusalem 
— a move condemned by the 
PLO as a violation of the 
autonomy deal. 

The bill, presented by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's government, was en- 
dorsed at the third and final 
reading by 56 deputies 
against six who were 
opposed. Thirty-two of the 
Knesset’s 120 members ab- 
stained. 

The law prevents the PLO 
from having a mission in 
Arab East Jerusalem, or 
from organising public meet- 
ings there without prior per- 
mission. 

Saeb Erakat, Palestinian 
local government minister, 
condemned the measure, 
saying it “contradicts the 
Oslo accord, which stipulates 
that Palestinian institutions 
operating in Jerusalem be- 
fore the accord was signed 
can continue their activities.” 

The law targets the' activi- 
ties of Orient House, the 
PLO’s unofficial mission in 


East Jerusalem, although the 
text did not name it 
The measure authorised 
tbe police minister to “close 
any PLO mission for a max- 
imum of six months,” or pre- 
vent one being opened. It 
also allowed him to ban pub- 
lic PLO meetings. 

Mr. Erakat told AFP 
Orient House “was function- 
ing before the (autonomy) 
accord-was signed and since 
the negotiations started it has 
been toe Palestinian delega- 
tion’s headquarters.” 

Israel confirmed in spring a 
secret pledge made in Octo- 
ber 1993 “not to block the 
activities of the institutions in 
East Jerusalem.” 
Negotiations on the final 
Satus of Jerusalem are due to 
begin in May 1996, in line 
with the Israel-PLO auton- 
omy deal signed last year- 
The main opposition party, 
the right-wing Likud, ab- 
stained from Monday’s vote. 

Likud leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu said the party did 
not want to vote against a law 
which strengthened “the uni- 
ty of Jerusalem under Israeli 
sovereignty.” 

He urged the government 
to enforce the law to “pre- 


vent the PLO seizing con- 
trol” of East Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians want the 
eastern sector as the capital 
of a future state, but Israel 
insists that the undivided city 
is its “eternal capital.” 
Parliament officials said 
parties representing the Israeli 
Arab community, who nor- 
mally support the govern- 
ment, voted against. 

Israeli Justice Minister 
David Libai said the law 
“now gives us the means to 
close any PLO institution 
acting in East * Jerusalem 
without our permission.” 
But Dr. Erakat said it was 
aimed at diverting interna- 
tional attention from the ex- 
pansion of Jewish settlements 
m East Jer usalem . 

“The real danger Hes in the 
actions of Israel, which is 
confiscating Palestinian land 
and enlarging settlements in 
the city. The law adopted by 
the Knesset aims to divert 
attention from these ac- 
tions." 

Mr. Rabin “has thrown a 
bone to Likud chief Ve- 
nyamin Netanyahu ip keep 
him quiet,” Dr. I&rakat 
added, referring to die new 
law. . I 


airport they killed three pas- 
sengers, including a French 
embassy employee killed 
shortly before the plane was 
allowed to leave for France 
on Sunday evening. 

The other two victims were 
a Vietnamese diplomat and 
an Algerian policeman. 

Monday monring they re- 
tracted a threat to execute 
more hostages over their de- 
mand that the plane be re- 
fuelled to fly to Paris from 
Marseille. But it was unclear 
what their exact demands 
were. 

One demand was to hold a 
press conference, in particu- 
lar including the U.S. news 
channel CNN, official 
sources stud. 

In a statement in Arabic to 
AFP, the GIA claimed re- 
sponsibility for the hijacking 
shortly after the assault was 
carried out. 

ICI's television film 
showed GIGN anti-terrorist 
police forcing front and rear 
passenger doors of the plane 
shortly after a fourth hostage 
was killed at 5.15 pm (1615 
GMT). 


Hamas 
threatens 
5 more 
carbombs 

KHAN' YUNIS (Agencies) 
— The armed wmg of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), threatened 
Monday to carry out five new 
carbomb attacks on Israelis 
that would kill “more than- 
150 soldiers.” 

“We have' five cars set up 
with explosives and waiting 
for zero-hour to loll more 
than 150 dogs, Israeli sol- 
diers,” said in a statement by 
Izzedm Ai Q assent. 

The threat was announced 
over loudspeakers from in- 
side the bouse of a Hamas 
suicide bomber who blew 
himself up at a Jerusalem bus 
station Sunday, killing trim- 
self and injuring 12 people. 


■ E iTn 


bomber, Aiman Radi, con- 
verged on his home in the 
refugee camp of Khan Yunis, 
as a man read out the Izzedm 
Al Qassam statement. 

In tiie name of Qassam, be 
promised 4 ‘more heroic, 
suicide acts.” 

(C on tinue d on page 7) 



Ok Majesty gfag Hussein on Monday meets with chief editors and columnists of local 
newspapers (Petra photo) _ . 

Lower House adopts draft 
budget with 52- 22 vote 


< By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe draft fiscal 
bucket for 1995 cleared tbe Low- 
er House of Parliament late 
Monday evening after a three- 
day session in uhicfa 54 deputies 
addressed voiced their views on 
the ID 1.674 billion draft legisla- 
tion. 

Fifty-two out of 74 deputies 
attending tbe session voted in 
favour of the budget which now 
goes to the Upper House of 
Parliament. Tbe dissenting votes 
were cast by 14 members of the 
17-seat Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) Noe who attended tbe 
session and Nazih Ammarin, 
Bassam Haddadin, Khaleel Had- 
datfin, Awad Khleifat, Abdul 
Razzaq Tubeishat, Toujan Faisal 
and Mnstafah Shnetkat. 

Some of the lawmakers who 
voted against the budget, howev- 
er. approved the recommenda- 
tions of the Finance Committee 
which received 64 out of 74 
votes. 

Tbe vote on the JD 50 tnfliioa 
deficit budget was taken after 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Mae 
jafi and Finance Munster Sami 
Gammoh responded to the de- 
puties' speeches, some of which 
included severe criticism of tbe 
draft budget and of the govern- 
ment 

In his speech. Dr. Majali 
announced a seven-point govern- 
ment plan that aims at improving 
die firing conditions of the peo- 
ple, especially those with low and 
fimitea incomes. 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment was committed to revising 
the salaries and pensions of milit- 
ary personnel and cavil servants, 
working towards achieving a 
comprehensive health insurance 
scheme, reviewing subsidies to 
make sure they reach the needy 
and focusing on providing hous- 
ing to low and united income 


citizens. 

The prime minister also 
pledged to work towards impro- 
ving the investment environment 
in tee Kingdom and the efficien- 
cy and prod u ctivity of tee gov- 
ernment sectors. He also said the 
government wfil have as a prior- 
ity efforts to fight poverty and 
unemployment as well as unfair 
trading practices. 

Noting the Jordanian economy 
has received many blows in tee 
last few years rat is moving 
towards recovery. Dr. Majali 
said tbe government was seeking 
financing for a number of pro- 
jects envisaged under tbe peace 
treaty with Israel and that will 
help reactivate the economy. 

The coming year, said Dt. 
Majali. wiD witness an improve- 
ment in Arab and Muslim rela- 
tions which will reflect positively 
on tbe performance ox the eco- 
nomy. 

Respon di ng to remarks made 
by some deputies, the prime 
minister said die inhabitants of 
refugee camps in the Kingdom 
are Jordanian citizens, adding 
that the Kingdom it careful not 
to encroach on the duties of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinians 
(UNRWA) to reassert their 
rights in their homeland: Pales- 
tine. 

Dr. Majali promised deputies 
to take their remarks, especially 
tiie recommendations of the Fi- 
nance Committee, into consid- 
eration but stressed that it wfll 
not be possible for the govern- 
ment to fulfill all their demands 
though it understands the need 
for teem. 

Dr. Majafi responded strongly 
to “some,” lawmakers who slan- 
der die g over nm ent and address 
it with in ap propriate language. 

“What do we say to those 
(deputies) who slander our coun- 
try in Arab and Western coun- 
tries,” which they call colonial 
and yet accept official invitations 


to visit teem, the prime minister 
said. “How do we respond to 
those who make covert threats of 
mating violence.” 

Dr. Majali stressed die sensiti- 
vities of tee current ers through 
which the Kingdom is passing 
'and urged cooperation between 
an branches of the government 
to fece up to the challenges 
facing the nation. 

In his speech Finance Minister 
Gammoh stressed the coherence 
of the draft budget and reiterated 
promises to consider the recom- 
mendations of the Finance Com- 
mittee. But Mr. Gammoh 
pointed to what he called a lack 
of consistency in demands for 
witting die budget deficit while at 
the same time a«Kng for in- 
creased expenditure. 

Deputies opposed to the draft 
budget were divided between 
those who based their stand on 
what dearly appeared to be poli- 
tical reasons and those who had 
technical objections. 

In a speech on behalf of tbe 
IAF, Dr. Abdullah Akafleh, a 
former president of tbe Finance 
Committee, criticised the “ex- 
aggerated” way in which tbs 
government sold die peace di- 
vidend to the people. 

He also questioned some of 
the figures quoted in die budget 
about inflation, economic growth 
and foreign debt. 

Dr. Akaileh managed to win 
die House’s approval to include 
in its recommendation a proposal 
demanding that the government 
present the House with a plan for 
investments in development pro- 
jects. 

But the House turned down a 
proposal by Dr. Akaileh to have 
the Finance Committee investi- 
'gate the losses in the profits of 
die Central Bank because the 
committee’s recommendations 
demand that the House be 
allowed access to the reports of 
the bank auditors. 


Yeltsin halts Chechenya assault 
but maintains hardline stand 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
ordered a suspension of army 
operations in Chechenya 
Monday and said it was now 
possible to end the crisis in 
the breakaway republic, but 
he insisted the region was 
part of Russia and that Mos- 
cow would maintain troops 
there, news agencies re- 
ported. 

Mr. Yeltsin told a meeting 
of his security council that 
Russian troops sent two 
weeks ago to crash a seces- 
sionist rebellion in 
Chechenya would be con- 
fined to temporary bases in- 
side the Caucasus republic, 
the Interfax and ITAR-TASS 
news agencies repor te d. 

“We have come to a point 
where it is possible to bring 
an end to the participation of 
the military and move on to a 
second stage, the setting up 
of administrative bodies in 
Chechenya,” he was quoted 
as saying. 

But Mr. Yeltsin added that 
Chechenya, which declared 
itself iinlqjendent in 1991, “is 
our republic and (oar troops) 
will remain there permanent- 
ly.” 

“However, it will be In- 
terior Ministry forces which 
wfll maintain law and order in 
Grozny and other districts,” 
he said, raising questions ab- 
out whether he intended to 
effectively freeze all military 
operations in Chechenya or 
simply shift responsibility for 
the action from the army to 
the interior ministry. . 

Mr. Yeltsin, who bad not 
spoken publicly on tbe 
Chechenya crisis since Rus- 
sian troops moved into the 


Caucasus republic on Dec 11, 
said be would give “suffi- 
ciently complete” informa- 
tion on the situation in a 
televised address to the na- 
tion Tuesday. 

The Russian intervention 
force in Chechenya, made up 
of both regular army and 
interior ministry troops, has 
been unable to move closer 
than 15 kilometres a f Grozny 
despite its vast superiority in 
firepower over - pro- 
independence forces. 

Tbe intervention has been 
strongly opposed by some 
senior army officers, includ- 
ing the deputy chief of 
ground forces, General 
Eduard Vorobtev who res- 
igned rather than take charge 
of the operation. 

hi his remaria to the secur- 
ity council, Mr. Yeltsin ack- 
nowledged that the military 
intervention in Chechenya 
had encountered “some 
problems.” 

And he ordered tbe secur- 
it y cou ncil, Russia’s top 
security body which groups 
senior ministers and the 
heads of the two houses of 
parliament under Mr. Yelt- 
sin's chairmanship, to qniddy 
act for tbe “restoration of 
constitutional order in 


Mr. Yeltsin’s comments 
came amid an intensification 
of fighting for tiie strategic 
Chechen town of Argun, with 
Russian artillery, air power 
and snipers within 800 metros 
of Cheches defenders of the 
town, 15 kilometres east of 
Grozny. 

The air rang constantly 
with the thunder and percus- 
sion of tile Russian artillery 


and tanks, the hammer of 
machine guns and the crack 
of sniper fire. 

Argun lies on the key east- 
ern route to the neighbouring 
republic of Daghestan where 
more Russian armour is mas- 
sed. Encircling Grozny with- 
out taking Argun is impossi- 
ble and the once-quiet town 
has become, a battlefield. 

In Grozny, the Chechen 
leadership signalled a soften- 
ing of its official position. 

Vice-President Zehmkhan 
Yandarfciyev was quoted by 
Interfax news agency as 
saying Chechenya was ready 
to negotiate with Moscow 
even while Russian troops 
were in the region— a depar- 
ture from its previous line — 
and might discnss joining a 
confederation. 

There were no air raids on 
Grozny overnight. 

“The first stage is coming 
to an end,” Mr. Yeltsin said 
m comments before journal- 
ists were told to leave the 
Kremlin meeting. 

“We are going to look at 
when we can ‘wind up’ the 
participation of the military 
and go on to the second stage 
— forming administrative 
oreans in tiie Chechen Re- 
public," he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s comments 
gave the impression that Rus- 
sian forces now controlled 
tiie situation in Chechenya. 

This did not appear to re- 
flect the reality on tbe ground 
where there were several .re- 
ports by Russian news agetf 
ties of fierce resistance by 
forces loyal to separatist 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. 
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ISRAELI RAID: Rgsam Sufiman from Kferouznan village 
in Soofo Lebanon carries bis daughter wbQst rhecki ng his 
home for damage, after it was shelled by Israeli artfflery 


Saturday in retafiatioo for a B G rhoH a h att a c k in Isaefc 
seif-declared “security zone.’* (AFP photo) 


Rabbani plans to resign at end of December 


KABUL (AFP) — Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani, whose official two-year 
term in office expires at the 
end of the year, is expected 
to announce his resignation 
soon, a senior official said 
here Monday. 

“The president will resign 
and hand power over to 
Mohammad Shah Fazli,” the 
Rabbani administration offi- 
cial told AFP. 

The president’s press 
spokesman Abdul Aziz 
Morad neither confirmed nor 
denied the report, but said an 
official statement would be 
made in the next few days. 

Mohammad Shah Fazli, 
who is president of the 


Afghan Supreme Court, con- 
firmed Mr. Rabbani’s willing- 
ness to resign, but did not 
talk of bis succession. 

“I have talked to the presi- 
dent about the transfer of 
power, but not about to 
whom it shonld go. I cannot 
say wbo win be the next 
president,” Mr. Fazli said. 

Mr. Fazli, who swore Mr. 
Rabbani into power in the 
controversial Shonra Ahli 
Hal-va-Aqd (Council of 
Elders) election of December 
1992, is a respected religious 
scholar and member of the 
Harakat-i-Inqilab-i-Islami 
faction, led by Mr. Rabbani's 
ally Mohammad Nabi 

Mo hammad?. 


He condemned the “un- 
lawful” factional fighting in 
Afghanistan following the 
April 1992 rebel victory, in 
which hundreds of thousands 
of innocent civilians have 
been killed and made home- 
less. 

“What has happened in the 
past two years is non-Islamic 
and regretful,” commented 
Mr. Fazli. 

The chief judge blamed 
Mr. Rabbani’s opponents* 
forces for the bloody fighting. 

Mr. Rabbani’s main rival, 
Hezb-i-Islami faction leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, has 
consistently called for Mr. 
Rabbani’s resignation before 
any ceasefire deal can be 


made. 

Yet, despite news reports 
to the contrary, there has 
been no serious fighting in 
Kabul for several weeks, 
although from time to time 
small bursts of heavy artillery 
fire are traded, while front- 
line troops fire off rounds to 
relieve their boredom. 

General Hamid Gul. for- 
mer head of Pakistan's Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI) — 
which clandestinely channel- 
led masses of arms and 
ammunition to the rebels 
fighting the former Soviet in- 
vaders and their Afghan com- 
munis: allies — made his 
second vis it to Mr. Hekraaty- 
ar on Monday. 


Algerian source says hijack impossible without help 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
deadly hijacking of a French 
airliner at the heavily 
guarded Algiers international 
airport highlights the com- 
plicity between Islamic guer- 
rillas battling to topple the 
military-backed government 
and elements of the country’s 
security. 

Members of the comman- 
do which seized an Air 
FranCe Airbus S a tur d ay wore 
uniforms of Algeria’s nation- 
al carrier Air” Algerie and 


carried official badges, re- 
leased passengers said. This 
allowed them to get near the 
plane as more than 2 00 pas- 
sengers were boarding the 
aircraft. 

"It is normally impossible 
for anyone to enter the air- 
port premises without a 
search and still less so to get 
onto the tarmac and dose to 
the planes.” said a security 
expert ar the airport. 

Honan Boumediene Inter- 
national Airport is a strategic 


. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WANTED - 

A dynamic operation representing leading American and Euro- 
pean multinationals in the personal care and household consum- 
er business is seeking to recruit an energetic secretary to support 
the management in office administration. The applicant must 
possess a good personality and satisfy the following criteria. 

1. Fluent in written and spoken English & Arabic 

2. Experienced in the use of PC's, particularly word processing 
packages “Winword" 

3. University degree and shorthand skills are added advan- 
tages. Salary will be based on qualifications. 

Please send CV to P.O. Box 146, Amman 11953 - 
Attention General Manager. Alternatively call 682059 
between 2-3 pjn. for appointment 


site for Algerian authorities 
who stepped up security 
there after a bomb attack in 
August 1992 which left rune 
people dead and 123 wound- 
ed. 

Air Algerie pilot Rachid 
Hechaichi was found guilty of 
the attack and was executed 
on Aug. 30 along with six 
Muslim fundamentalists. 

Since the attack all vehicles 
and people including em- 
ployees are searching. 

Referring to Saturday’s 
attack, the security expert 
said: “Four or five men in- 
cluding one with a Kalash- 
nikov, a weapon that is diffi- 
cult to hide, could never have 
entered without somebody 
on the ground helping them, 
and distract even a poorly 
trained security force." 

He acknowledged that the 
Christmas rush may have 
helped the commando as 
security forces were busy 
checking passengers. 

The hijacking must have 


been prepared for months to 
"cbeclt out the premises, and 
the habits of employees and 
security agents" at Algeria's 
biggest airport, the expert 
added. 

But Islamic militants arc 
known to frequently use uni- 
forms and infiltrate and sur- 
vey potential targets. 

On Aug. 3 and Armed 
Islamic Group commando 
clad in Algerian police uni- 
forms entered a building 
guarded by French ‘police, 
killing five' Frenchmen but 
failing to explode a car. 

Possible human targets are 
kept under surveillance, their 
habits closely monitored 
spying and eavevdropping 
wills. 

These cells are made up of 
adolescents, the unemployed 
and people with a perfect 
knowledge of their neigh- 
bourhood and workplace. 

“They will always hit at a 
weak link," a Western expert 
said. 


Palestlniets dig tunnels into Israel 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Palestinians have 
been digging; Zaaaeb to infi l t rate Israel from Gaza. potiee 
officials said Monday, a day after a Palestinian from die 
sdf-rulc strip carried out a suicide attack in Jerusalem. 
Many runnels have been dog despite the deep concrete- 
fitted tx co c b c* which cornpfcrmrnt the electric fences 
raging foe strip, they adoed. Nearly 34,000 "illegal" 
Pafasrimans haw been arr est ed in Israel this year, a senior 
police official. Deny Prmker. told Israeli radio. "These 
mffiirations pm Israel's security in danger." be said. A 
25-ycar-akJ miKo ug from the Mamie Rnrenancc M ovem e n t 
Hamas, Ayman Karoef Radi, on Sunday set off an 
expkarve beft be was wearing after trying to get on a bos in 
west Jerusalem, kitting himself and wounding 12 others. 

DaffttKttsDffdntkmnMffting to be in February 

CAIRO (R) — The foreign ministers of Egypt, Syria and 
the six Gulf states. — the countries that signed the 
Damascus Declaration 1991 — will meet is Cairo in early 
February, Egyptian Foreign Monster Amr Musa said. Mr. 
Musa was spearing at Cairo airport on Sunday night on his 
return from Saa£ Arabia. On Friday he said the meeting of 
the eight Damascu s dedarariou states would be in the first 
half of January but on Sunday be said some ministers bad 
previous mgageiora ts then. Tbc foreign minister* of the 
loose alliance bat met in October after Iraq moved troop# 
to the Kuwaiti border. But the meeting did not roach any 
aootikaskmz and Mr. Mias said at tbc time that experts 
woqjd discuss xnc Egyptian ideas. 

Journalists, Brothers protest detention 

CAIRO (R) — The Muslim Brotherhood «od the Egyptian 
Union of Jorurzuducs protested cm Monday against the 
detention of s prominent pobticun and journalist close to 
the country’s islaxmst movement. Add Hussein, secretary- 
general of the Labour Party, vu detained for a further 15 
days on Sunday in connection with leaflets he allegedly left 
on a plane two months ago. The Ministry of Defence abo 
wants Mr. H us s e in questioned about an article he wrote to 
the Labour Party newspaper Al Sht’ab. saying tbc United 
States and tad were plotting to Strip Egypt of itt respond 
influence. Tbc freedoms committee of foe union said it 
condemned what it caJfed the arbitrary measures taken 
against Mr. Hussein, "The committee members called for 
his quick release and asked t be union council to meet 
nprnedfauety to put an end to abuses against ^ouroafists,” it 
said. The Masha Brotherhood, which t» not legally 
recognised, said it condemned the detention of Mr. 
Hussein “in the context of the exceptional measures which 
we have long pr event parties and all popular fortes... 
from playing an active pootieai role. “It macs a major 
question mark about the seriousness of the government in 
dealing with the issoe of democracy.” 

Turkey says 4*000 rebels killed In 1984 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey said oa Monday its security 
fortes had kitted aJrooct 4.000 Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
refects- this yes. Used Extern, governor of the ll^prorince 
area in lou ma g cra Turkey under emergency area, toM a 
news con feren ce that 3.905 PKK members bad been killed 
and more than 3JQQG arrested sfoce the bewaring of the 
year. Ae a tohan sews agency. “The organisation ha* 
received Wows it can’t recover from and i* faring starvation 
this aanaa. it sis a sale of panic,” Mr. Etkaniaid. He did 
wen grim chmIbbi suffered by the security- fora*. Both 
sides in the IQ-ym-otd conflict rive ex ag ge rate d accounts 
of rixabt combat wc c c re c*. Mr. Erkin wd die PKK <bad 
kitted acme dm 900 dvSans, most of them elderly men, 
this year. More than 80 chftdren were among the dead, be 
said. Prcsicfcrt&ikytnaB Demirel said last week that about 
14.000 people bad bees kitted in the PICK’S fight to 
establish a Kurdish homeland in southeast Turkey. 

U.S. escorts ‘escapee* vessle In Gulf 

DUBAI (R) — U.S. forces in the Gulf enforcing U-N- 
sanctioos oo Iraq are escorting to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAH) a vessel that tried to slip away from their 
control on Christmas eve, a U.S. government spokesman 
said on Monday. The Hoodnran-flagged cargo vessel Ajmir 
had tried to escape on Saturday night, putting its lights out 


and steaming away from the U.S. frigate Vandcgnft. be 
s a i d . This forced marines and sailors to board it by 
helicopter the next morning and reassert control, he said. 
The Ajmir was stopped in mid-December with a cargo of 
what the navy said was Iraqi dates, and was now being 
escorted from the central Gulf down tt> the UAE. Iraqi 
exports are banned under U.N. sanctions imposed because 
of Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait, and in the past few 
months dm navy has diverted several vessels which it 
suspected of violating sanctions. 

Israel to test new anti missile missle 

TEL A VTV (AFP) — Israel will soon start testing a new 
version of its Arrow anti-missile missile, the Defence 
Ministry said here Monday. Project manager Uri Rubra 
told the monthly air tec newspaper that six tests were 
planned over 18 months. “The Arrow 2 will be a new, 
smaller missile that win build on its precursor's success,” 
Mr. Rabin said. Mend of the technology for Arrow 2 was 
developed in Israel, which will now finance most uf the 
project. The arrow is built by the state-run Israel Aero- 
nautical Industries (IAl). The Untied State* funded 80 per 
cent of the first phase of the missile project, costing S156 
mtUkra. In April 2992 Israel and tbc United State* signed an 
agreement to invest S32Q million m the second phase. The 
Patriot system supplied by the Unified Stases was on/y- 
partially successful in destroying foe 39 Scud missiles fired 
as Israel by Iraq during the I amiary- February 1991 Guff 
war. 

Militant leader gives himself up in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — A wanted leader of the banned militant 
group Al Gun** Al Islaymah his given himself up to tbc 
police, the official drily Al Akbhar said Monday. Ramadan 
Ali Hasun, wbo was foe group's chief in foe north of 
Miitiyi province, handed over bis weapons to foe police 
and admitted hi* militant activities, foe newspaper said. 
The local bead of security. General Yusri Shaker, derided 
to release him. the newspaper said. Meanwhile, a 31-year- 
old man died in crossfire when militant* attacked a police 
station in Miniya v s Abu Qorqas village on Sunday, police 
uid. TVro pobocmen were also wounoed in foe aborning. A 
total of 540 people have died since militants launched a 
violent campaign in March 1992- Fundamentalists have 
switched tbeir operations to Miniya after being driven out 
of tbeir former southern stronghold of Assiut by the 
security force*. 

Indonesia says no to Israeli tourists 

JAKARTA ( AP) — Indonesia, the world’s largest Muslim 
country, on Monday rejected a eall to allow Israeli tourists 
to Writ. "Our position on Israel is not changed, we will 
continue to deny entry permits to Israeli tourists,” An* 
Mappriamene, director general of the tourism minis cry. 
tow foe Associated Pres*. He was reacting to a prominent 
Muslim scholar’s recent comments in local newspaper* 
interviews that Indonesia should consider opening di- 
plomatic ties with Tel Aviv now that peace is developing 
between Israel and Palestine, The scholar. Abdul Rahman 
Wahid, was reelected last week as head of an influential 
organisation of foe country's top Islamic scholars. 

Shenouda complain* about discrimination 

CAIRO (AFP) — Coptic Christian Pope Sbeaooda HI has 
complained that his community is facing increasing job 
disenaunation in foe Egyptian civil service and state 
sector*. '•There eoocmuo«ia«fcdioc in foe nomination of 

Copts in the civil service, unwaroties amf in foe jiKfidary, " 
he toW foe opposition weekly- Al Arab*. Copts comprise 
five to six million of Egypt's 65 million-population. Pope 
Sbcnuda III also complained about that his community still 
needed presidential approval to build or repair churches in 
a policy dating from foe era of Turkish Ottoman rule 
(1517-1805). The Coptic pope on foe other hand branded 
as “shameful” foe West's stance towards Bosnia’s Muslims. 
“We absolutely do not accept foe massacres committed 
■gainst the Muslims m Bosnia, foe West's stance is 
shameful and disappointing. “It shows Europe’s impotence 
to end this human tragedy, and its fear of getting engaged 
m a war, or military confrontation with the Serbs.” 
Shenouda renewed his opposition to Copts visiting Jeru- 
salem, saying ‘‘only renegades would go there.” in viola- 
tion of lus ban. 
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CHURCHES 

SL M*rj at Nnareth Chord) 
SweUfeta, TcL 810740 
Assemble* at God Church, TeL 

632785. 

St. Jowpb Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Amnmciatloa TeL 
637440. 

De b SaOe Chord) TeL 661757 
Tcrranacta Church TeL 622366 
Chneb at the A unnwr tefl on TeL 

623541. 


AngHcan Gbnrefa TeL 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathofic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TeJ. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Chord) TeL 771751. 
• Amman international Chord) TeL 

652526. 

EvregeBcal Lutheran Chord) Tel: 
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GenmuMpeaHBg Evugdkal Con- 
gregation Tel. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 654932 
Chart* a I Nanreae Tel.67J69L 
The Enagettol Local Chnfa In 

Amiran 

TeL 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

it anil be sunny with tempera- 
tures rising further and winds 
anoheastcriy moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. On Wednesday, a 
cold front is expected to affect the 
Kingdom. 


MmJMax. temp. 

'Amman 3/17 

Aqaba 10/24 

Deserts 2/16 

Jordan Valley 9/22 

Yesterday's high t em per at ures; 


Amman 16. Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Amman 19 per cent, 
Aqaba 8 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 694916 

Dr. Bassim Oaddumi 648633 

Dr. Yousef Al Facph 756988 

Dr. Jmn’a Abu Dhiab 758848 

Fires pharmacy ..... 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A] Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A] Salem pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmmsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

MUD: 

Dr. FayezAlQadi 248743 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ). 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalil Abu Hussein ....985000 
KhaUfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES ^ 

Control Centre 637111 

C3vfl Defence Department 661111 
Gvfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Qvfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoUce 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade - 617101 

Blood Bask 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoBce 896390 

Pnbfc Security Department — 63002} 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints; 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Compla in ts 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 ! l 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

_ ■ „ 815615 
Electric Power 

r,, C & 1 2 a 7 y ; v 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

A M MAN; 

Hussein Medial Centre 813813/32 
KhaBifi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akifeb Maternity ,J. Ama. 

642442/2 

Jabal Amman Maessity .... 642362 

MaBns,J. Amman 636140 

WWW, Shmrisma ...... 664171/4 

Shme n aai Hospital 669131 

Univerarty Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnasher Hospital — 667227/9 
The Islamic. AhaE . — 666LZK37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaH 6641646 

ItaEan. Al-Mobajrccn ... 777101/3 
At-Basfair, J. AdnaSeb 775111/26 

Army. Marks ...... 891611/IS 

Oneen Aha Hospital >..60224050 

Ama! Hospital 67*155 

ZARQA-- 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)963323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sim Hospital .. — (09)986732 
AlWfcua Modem HapU (09)990990 
1KB2D: 

Priocm Bam Hoped <02273555 

Greek CatboGeHMOail (02H72Z73 

Du A] Safes HcapmJ (02)247100 

AQ/UU: 

Prince* HajaHoqao) (03)31411! 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This fetfornuuioir is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) hmtmadoa 
department at the Queen Alia Jn- 
ocrnaCKMu/ Airport TeL ( 08)53200- 
5. where it should always he rerf- 
Bed. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Tormina! 1) 

§7i2* — , Sanaa (RJ 

•*35 Jeddah (RJ 

•KM .................. Damascus (RJ > 

•MS Beirut (RJ 

■*55 Dabai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10cm Dbabraa (RJ) 

llUi. New Delhi (RJ) 

WsM Cairo (RJ 

17^i New York. Amsterda m (RJ 

IMS Bangkok (RJ 

IMS CaaaManca. IWa(RJ) 

Othmr Rights (Tormina! 2) 
•MS Khartoum (SO) 


•MS Cairo (MS) 

IMS .... Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

MW Hudaidch (T Y) 

M3» Kiev (6U) 

17*5 Romc(AZ) 

I7S* Paris (AF) 

MW Dubai (EK) 

SSeli London (BA) 

•Irtd ... - Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Tarmlna! 1) 

55*5 Beirut (RJ) 

IMS ... Amsterdam. Chicago IRJ) 

12*9 London (RJ) 

12sM ...... Istanbul, Frankfurt (RJ) 

12** Cairo (RJ) 

IMS ........... Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Abn Dhabi (RJ) 

21s25 Dubai. Muscat (Rf) 

22*3* Damascus (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

•**45 Khartoum (SD) 

•£=?• Istanbul (TK) 

Beirut (ME) 

Jg-; Cano (MS) 

Bataan. Abe Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 
1M*. .......... ...... Khartoum (5D) 



- KjcyffiU) 

V- Dubai (EK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

92:35 London (BA) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dtp. Amm an 8 : 00 even 1 Monday 
Air. Duam 


_ 5:00 p.m. every Monday 

Pep. Dammscms 

7.-30 a.m. every Sunday 

Arr.AnoEg 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

Uppcnkmer price in fife per kg 

*P* ,te TttVTO 

Binafli 

Banana (Mukanunar) !!. <C0 

S* 1 ?! 2 SV 1 W 

CaubOower 450 2JO 

Uamcnonc ygf\ 

Cucum here (Urge) ZSO • U0 

Cucumbers (small) 500 . VX) 

Garlic 

Grape Fran 200 Ifri 


Lemon 

Marrow (large) .. 
Marrow i small) . 
Oman lerccnt ... 

Obk>o (dry) 

Oomgc 

Pepper (hot) ..... 
Pepper iswcct) .. 

ftwato 

Radrih 

Spi nach 

String Beam .... 
Tomato 
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Home News 



The Arabian oryx was reintroduced in Jordan m 197 g after ft had been extinct for 60 years 

Workshop on protecting the oryx 
to analyse animal’s reintroduction 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three- 

day Workshop On protecting 

the Arabian oryx will start 
Saturday at die Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Na- 
ture (RSCN). 

Participants in the work- 
shop will discuss different 
issues related to the large 
straight-horned antelope 
since its reintroduction in 
1978 to this region after it had 
been extinct in Jordan for 60 
years, including the problems 
facing its reintroduction 
programme and the increase 
in its numbers in the 
Shoumari Wildlife Reserve, 
according to a RSCN state- 
ment. 

The workshop, which will 
be opened by Anis Muasher, 
the chairman of the board of 
directors and president of the 
RSCN, will present interna- 
tional as well as Arab exper- 
tise in the way of protecting 


the Arabian oryx and the 
experience of some countries 
when they released the oryx 
in its natural environment. 

Khalid Irani, head of the 
reserves section, said that a 
well-integrated strategy for 
the Arabian oryx will be de- 
veloped to include the places 
that the process of release 
will take place in the Jorda- 
nian desert, the problems 
that might be faced, and the 
financing needed to do so, 
die RSCN said. 

According to Mr. Irani, the 
oryx was extinct in die 1920s 
and was -reintroduced in 
1978; the last head was killed 
in Che Middle East region in 
1972. The RSCN reintro- 
duced eight heads to Jordan; 
today die society counts 170 
heads. 

The participants in the 
workshop are: Issa Shahin, 


deputised member of the 
board of directors of RSCN, 
Chris Johnson, World Bank 
representative (director of 
conservation at RSCN), 
Adnan Bodeiri, head of the 
Research and Survey Sec- 
tion, Khalid Irani, Alia 
Hatoogh of Jordan Universi- 
ty, Henry Hit] on of the Uni- 
versity of Maine and Michael 
Woodford, international ex- 
pert on the Arabian oryx for 
the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature. 

• 

Devin Brown of the Universi- 
ty of Durham, Zuhair Amer 
of the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology, 
Basil Arafat of the Society 

for Animal Protection, Ed- 
ward Alleby of the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO) and Ahmad 
Shalan, senior ranger at the 
Shoumari Wildlife Reserve. 


CSC finds jobs for 5,081 applicants 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) found jobs for 5,081 
unemployed applicants to 
■November 1994, according to 
a CSC statement Monday. 

Of a total 106,139 job ap- 
plicants 3,848 university 
graduates were offered jobs 
with government depart- 
mems, ^the jopgunissiou sakj,^. 
~ The C$C && .1,138 c yypr'J. 
munity. college , graduates',. 
Were employed .and 95 ,faWr. • 
jihi certificate holders found 
jobs through the commission. 

According to the release, 
223 doctorate degree holders, 
70 medical board degree hol- 
ders, 1,099 masters degrees 


holders, 178 high diploma hol- 
ders, 31,851 bachelors degree 
holders, 60,090 college diplo- 
ma holders and 12,628 taw- 
jihi certificate holders ap- 
plied for jobs with the CSC 
this year. 

The commission mean- 
while announced that a total 
of 1,255 civil servants were 
‘classified dtaring*the"ffrat 11 
'rnonthspf , 19^4, " wjth ‘ males 
■ accounting for '85 per cent of 
'that total. ' 

It also announced that 
19,591 civil servants were 
promoted: 48 to the special 
category, 171 to the first 
category, and 4,320 to the 


other categories in various 
ministries and government 
departments with the excep- 
tion of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion where 38 of its em- 
ployees were promoted to the 
special category, 14 to the 
. fost category and 15,000 to 
other categories. , 

The commission's statment 
v: %akt tfit 'dcttpdtiOftal Status 

ri Kfittistry^^^^^cafioi dnd 
391 from the other ministries. 

It said 765 employees had 
quit their government posts: 
78 per cent of them retired 
and 15 per cent resigned. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


University hosts health research workshop 

AMMAN (Petra) — A one-day workshop on 
health research technology Monday was held 
at the University of Jordan, with researchers 
and experts from the university, the Ministry 
of Health, the Royal. Medical Services, the 
Jordan Medical Association and Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation attending. The 
workshop, organised by the University of 
Jordan's Human Resources Development 
Centre for Health Workers, in cooperation 
with the Higher Council for Science and 
Technology, aims to support and upgrade 
scientific research in the field of health, and to 
provide data and information for researchers. 
The workshop also seeks to inform health 
officials and those interested in health on the 


latest research and literature in the health and 
medical technology. 

Minister receives Iraqi runner 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and 
■Antiquities Mohammad Adwan Monday re- 
ceived Iraqi long-distance runner Rifaab AI 
Darraji who walked from Baghdad to Amman 
to offer congratulations to His Majesty King 
Hussein on die anniversary of his birthday, 
which falls on Nov. 14. Mr. Darraji, cham- 
pion of the Arab World in long-distance 
races, bad earlier crossed the almost 1,000- 
Irilometres on foot on the anniversary of the 
King's accession to the throne. Dr. Adwan 
presented the tourism shield to the Iraqi 
athlete in appreciation of his efforts. 
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Inter. Continental to start privatisation 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Amman’s 
landmark Jordan Inter- 
- Continental Hotel, argu- 
ably the Kingdom’s most 
prestigious, is on the block 
for a multi-million dinar 

S ivatisation, officials said 
onday. 

It will be the first major- 
ity government-owned 
establishment to be priva- 
tised in line with the gra- 
dual move ‘ in Jordan to 
divert state capital to new 
projects rather than hang- 
ing on to profitable ven- 
tures, they said. 

Mohammad Batayneb. 
head of the Jordan Invest- 
ment Corporation (JIC), 
the government's invest- 
ment arm, said the cor- 
poration would be selling 
its 87 per cent stake in the 
Jordan Hotels and Tourism 
Company which owns In- 
ter. Continental. 

That would mean 
3,216,000 shares of the 
company in the market. 
The rest of the 3.66 million 
shares are owned by the 
private sector, including 
the Jordan National Bank 
and businessman and bank- 
er KhaHl Talhouni. 

Shares of the company 
averaged around JD6.4 
each during 1994 at the 
Amman Financial Market. 

The Jordan Hotels and 
Tourism Company, which 
also owned a hotel on the 
western shore of the Dead 
Sea until the 1967 war, 
distributed a 10 per cent 


dividend in 1992 and 1994 
after malting a gross profit 
of around JD2.3 million, 
said Abdul Rahman Bahri, 
director-general of the 
firm. 

Mr. Batayneh said the 
sale of shares would be 
through bids. 

“We will soon be inviting 
bids for the shares through 
advertisements in the load 
and international media, 
with the last date for re- 
ceiving bids set at Jan. 26. 
1995,*’ said Mr. Batayneb, 
adding that the only pre- 
condition would be that 
bids should be for blocks of 
500.000 shares. 

According to Mr. 
Batayneb, although- it was 
decided earlier that the 
ownership ratio should be 
51:49 in favour of Jorda- 
nians, a draft law on invest- 
ments released last week 
would open the door for 
full foreign ownership of 
the hotel depending on 
foreign investors' interest 
in the establishment. 

Proceeds from the sales 
would be channelled to 
projects in the tourism and 
Industrial sector, he said 
without giving details. 

The Jordan Inter. Con- 
tinental Hotel’s agreement 
with the international In- 
terContinental group of 
hotels is valid until the year 
2002 and is unlikely to be 
affected by the change in 
ownership. 

Irrespective of the equity 
value in the market, the 
hotel is estimated to be 
worth nearly JD35 million. 



The Jordan Iuter.Conthienta! Hotel in Amman (file photo) 


The annual report of the 
owning company for the 
year 1993 showed that it 
employed 344 people. Jr 
had an occupancy rate of 
46.2 per cent during 1993 
and 43.8 per cent in 1992. 

Finance Minister Sami 
Gammoh, disclosing that 
the government was plan- 
ning to sell its shares in 
“one of Jordan's most 


prominent'' hotels, told a 
meeting last month that the 
sale was the most solid sign 
of the government's inten- 
tion to privatise major pub- 
lic sector entities. 

Other public sector en- 
tities expected to be turned 
into commercial entities 
with varying degrees of 
government ownership be- 
fore possible full privatisa- 


tion are the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
and Royal Jordanian, the 
national carrier. 

The Jordan Investment 
Corporation holds shares in 
several other major hotels 
in Jordan. It was not im- 
mediately known whether 
the government was con- 
sidering selling any of 
them. 


Police investigate death of burn victim 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Mon- 
day were investigating the 
death of a 35-year old 
woman who was found 
burnt beyond recognition 
Saturday when a fire des- 
troyed the victim’s home in 
Wadi Al . Haddadeh hear 
downtown Amman, 
according to Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) re- 
ports. 

...Accosting -Ox the .report, „ f 
the .womaatk- body was disc-.. . 
revensft by SDB’rcscue un- 
?i&> after they extinguished ... 
the blaze. 

The report said that the 
women, identified as Kho- 
krad B., was found in the 
bath-tub by the CDD offic- 
ers. 

Hie woman’s body was 
taken to Al Bashir Hospital 
for autopsy. 

Police declined to release 
any details and said they . 
were waiting for the fore- 
nsic examination to deter- 
mine if the woman was 
murdered before she was 
burnt. 

Accidents ItiD 2 

Meanwhile, two people . 
were killed and one was 
listed in critical condition in • 
two separate accidents, 
CDD reports Monday said. 

In Aqaba, a 25-year-old 
man was burnt beyond rec- 
ognition on Sunday in a 
road accident on the 
Amman-Aqaba road, re- 
ports said. 

Mohammad M., died as 


a result of first degree 
burns when the cement 
tanker he was driving lost 
control, rolled over and ex- 
ploded into flames, the re- 
port said. 

In Salt, a 23-year-old 
Egyptian worker suffo- 
cated to death, and another 
man was listed in critical 
condition from carbon 
monoxide poisoning, CDD 
reports said. 

Abdul Razaq Abdul Aziz 
and his 29-year-old friend 
Mohammad YL, were disco- 
vered by a '.friend. 

' Both victims were rushed 
to Sa|t Hospital. Mr. .Abdul 
Aziz was declared dead on 
arrival. Hospital sources 
said that Mr. Mohammad 
was in comma, but was 
expected to survive. 

Burglary suspects rounded up 

Madaba police Monday 
announced the arrest, over 
a two-month period, of 20 
suspects in connection with 
15 burglaries in different 
parts of Madaba, according 
.to Colonel Abdullah 
Oleimat, director of the 
Madaba Police Depart- 
ment. 

Col. Oleimat said the 
latest arrest took place on 
Dec. 20, when police 
apprehended three men 
aged, 19, 22 and 33, sus- 
pected of burglarising a 
house. * 

Col. Oleimat told the 
Jordan Times that the three 
men broke into the house 
from a window, stole JD 
5,000, jewellery and elec- 
trical equipment. 


He said that one of the 
suspects had a police re- 
cord. 

The official said the 
stolen jewellery was sold at 
a jewellery shop, whose 
owner was also arrested. 

Some of the stolen goods 
were -recovered. Col. 
Oleimat said. 

He said the authorities 
also arrested two men in, 
connection with the burg- 
lary of another house in 
Madaba. 

■'The burglary/ be said, 
used a skeleton- key to en- 
tef homes. 

-■-He said the stolen hems 
in this case also included 
jewellery, money, electro- 
nic equipment and other 
valuables. 

Col. Oleimat said that 
Madaba police 
apprehended two Zarqa re- 
sidents suspected of burg- 
larising several houses in 
Madaba. 

The official said that 
both men confessed to 
burglaries and are awaiting 
trial. 

In addition. Col. Oleimat 
said that police arrested six 
men tn their mid-20s, who 
reportedly defranded 
several chair-renting estab- 
lishments. 

According to Col. 
Oleimat, the perpetrators 
would rent chairs and then 
sell them cheaply in the 
market. 

The police director said 
burglary victims should re- 
port to Madaba Police De- 
partment to identify their 
goods. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

☆ Film (in English) eotMed “Tht Life 

Vinci” (part I) (with commentary in hy ur - 

ifiiaiM Khreis) at Darat Al Funun at 5 JO p.m. 

CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

'Sir ftant Christmas Display wlffi a variety of 

gift items at Bani Hamida House, Jabal Amman, First 
Circle. Rainbow Street. 

POETRY RECITAL 

☆ Poetry recital by poet Omar Abo Al Hajja at the 


Phoenix GaBery for Culture and Art on Monday at 6 JO 

Pm EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of dl painting ? by Mohammad Musa at the 
Pboenix GaBery for Culture and Art. 

Plastic art exitibftioa by Lafla Kawasb at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

Art exhibition by Ammar Kjtaminash and Fuad Mimi at 
Institute C e rv an tes (the Spanish Cultural Centre). 
Exhibition of works by Mahmud Obakti at Darat Al 
Fmnm. Also showing an exhibition of portraits by 
Fahrdnbsa Zdd and the exhibition of contemporary 
And) artists. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 


The Embassy of India regrets to inform with 
profound grief of the sad. demise of 

Mr. Giani Zail Singh, 

former President of India, 
on Sunday, 25th December, 1994. 

A Condolence Book will remain open at the 
Embassy premises, Jabal Amman, 1 st Circle, on 
Tuesday (27 December) and Wednesday (28 
December) from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


1993 SSC report says 
assets totalled JD 583m 


AMMAN (Petra) — The net 
assets of the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC) amounted 
to JD 583,167.410 and total 
investments were 
JD 560.290336 at the end of 
1993, according to the SSC's 
recently released statistical 
report. 

The report said invest- 
ments over the past five years 
increased from JD 301.6 mil- 
lion in 1989 to JD 575.1 mil- 
lion in 1994. 

The investments were di- 
vided among the banking, 
insurance, service, industrial, 
construction and real estates 
sectors, according to to the 
report. 

The number of retirees at 
the end of 1993 was 19,803. 
and the number of non- 


Jordanians receiving pension- 
able salaries from the cor- 
poration totalled 289. 

The report noted an in- 
crease in the number of the 
SSC-run institutions, saying 
that their number increased 
from 5,659 in 1989 to 8,668 in 
1994. 

The number of insured be- 
neficiaries totalled 724.856 
including 191,206 non- 
Jordanians as at the end of 
1993, the report said. 

On the labour force in Jor- 
dan, the report said it totalled 
911,000, up from 851,000 in 

1992. 

The report noted a drop 
in the number of non- 
Jordanian workers from 
239,000 in 1991 to 155,000 in 

1993. 


84,361 students to sit 
for first part of tawjihi 

AMMAN (Petra) — A. total 
of 84,361 students Tuesday 
will sit for the first part of the 
general secondary certificate 
(tawjihi) examination, 
according to the Ministry of 
Education. 

The exams will be given in 
1,130 halls around the King- 
dom, and one in Tunisia, 
according to the ministry's 
Director of the Examinations 


Section, Qassem Khasawneh. 

Mr. Khasawneh said that 
of the total number, 45,068 
students are enrolled in the 
literaiy stream, 24,590 in the 
scientific stream, 5307 in the 
commercial stream, 2,915 in 
tiie agricultural stream, 4,372 
in the vocational stream, 
1324 in the nursing stream 
and 367 are studying hotel 
management. 


FOR ARTLOVERS! 
EXHIBITION — SALE 

Contemporary art works by Arab and fore- 
ign artists, drawings, paintings, waterco- 
lours, prints and sculptures. Also a collec- 
tion of Jordanian pots, jars and kalims. 

Sale runs until Saturday, Dec. 31st 1994, 
daily 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

At Mona Saudi’s studio - Abdoun Village 

Directions: take road opposite gate of American 
embassy. Road turns to right at end Take 1st turn 
left. 2nd house on right between pine trees. 

Tel: 829700 
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4 World News 

U.S. falls to win release 
of U.S. pilot by North K 
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SEOUL (R) — Senior U.S. 
and North Korean officers, 
met at the Korean border 
Monday to discuss the release 
of captured American heli- 
copter pilot Bobby Hall bat 
made no progress, the U.S. 
military said. 

“No substantive progress 
was made and the Korean 
People's Army would not set 
a date for Hall’s release, 
maintaining that their inves- 
tigation into- die incident was 
still continuing,’' the military 
said in a statement. 

Officer Hall, of Brooksvil- 
. le, Florida, survived the (low- 
ing of his OH-58 reconnaiss- 
ance helicopter when it was 
downed several miles into 
North Korea's airspace on 
Dec. 17. 

. His crewmate, David H3e- 
mon, died in die incident. 
Officer HBemon's body was 
. released last Thursday to 
U.S. Congressman. Bill 
Richardson, after what Mr. 
Richardson called tesne and 

Osborne, 
‘angry 
young man’ 
of British 
stage, dies 

.LONDON (R) — John 
Osborne, the “angry young 
man” who transformed Brit- 
ish theatre with his blistering 
social dramas, has died aged 
65, hospital officials said 
Monday. 

The playwright, who shot 
to fame in 3956 with “Look Back 
In Anger.” a blast 
agamstthe stuffy conventions 
of English post-war life, died 
of heart failure in a hospital 
near his- home in Shropshire, 
central England, a hospital 
spokeswoman said. 

Osborne, a diabetic known 
for his hard drinking, had 
*.been seriously ill in hospital 
for more than a week* she 
said. 

/'Mr. Osbpjme died of 
heart failure.. on. Christmas 
Eve. His wife Helen was with 
him,” she said. 

Osborne’s . agent, Gordon 
' Dickerson, told the Daily 
Mail: “We had no hint of any 
problems until a few weeks 
ago, but when he went into 
hospital it. became dear that 
he would not be coming out 
again.” 

He added: “It is an enor- 


h eared negotiations with 
North Korean officials in 
Pyongyang. 

The statement said the 
U.S. military continued to 
‘“press for Hall's immediate 
return and stressed the bor- 
der crossing was inadvertent 
and a routine training flight.” 

It said the two sides agreed 
to meet again “in the near 
future” to continue discus- 
dons. 

Jim Coles, spokesman for 
the U.S. military in Seoul, 
said Monday’s contact, which 
lasted more than one hour at 
the border village of Pan- 
munjonj, was attended by 
general officers from both 
sides. 

A meeting on this level was 
last held Wednesday on the 
eve of the handover of Offic- 
er Hetemon’s body at Pan- 
munjom, the only crossing 
point- at the tense inter- 
Korean border. 

Mr. Coles gave no further 
details of Monday’s meeting 


but said he was still hopeful 
Officer Hall would be freed 
shortly. He said be under- 
stood the U.S. administration 
wa* “using all available chan- 
nels" for an early release. 

The United States had cal- 
led .for Officer Hall to be 
released for Christmas. 

Mr. Richardson said on 
returning from North Korea 
with the body of Officer Hfle- 
mon that Pyongyang had told 
him Officer Hall would be 
freed very soon but had given 
no assurance this would be by 
Christmas. 

The North said its troops 
shot the helicopter down. 

The Pentagon has said it 
was undear why the helicop- 
ter came down. It said the 
helicopter mistakenly crossed 
the border and the crew 
thoudbt they were still in 
South Korea minutes before 
tbe craft went down. 

Officer Hall was still being 
questioned about the intru- 


Japan Upper House 
polls scheduled for July 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Tomiichi Murayama’s un- 
wieldy coalition has sche- 
duled elections for Japan's 
Upper House of parliament 
on July 23 next year in what 
could be the first major rest 
of his left-right alliance. 


incident involving former 
premier Morihiro Hosokawa, 
the Justice Ministry's intelli- 
gence unit said in an annual 
security report. 

A 52-year-old right-wing 
activist fired a shot into the 
ceiling of a hotel lobby as Mr. 
Hosokawa entered the room 


Coalition party officials. 

said Monday that the three ^ Ma X’ m m a P? arcnt P™ - 


informally decided the date 
for the nationwide polls after 
agreeing to reconvene parlia- 
ment cm Jan. 20 for a 150-day 
regular session. 

The Socialists are in an 
awkward alliance with their 
one-time foes in the Liberal 
Democratic Party CLDP) and 
with the small SaJtigake Par- 
ty. Mr. Murayama came to 
power in June after his 
Socialists crossed over from 
an anti-LDP coalition. 

He has repeatedly said he 
will not call general elections 
for tiie more powerful lower 
bouse until after the Upper 
House poll, although be has 
the power to dissolve the 
lower house at any time for 
snap polls . 

Half of the seats in the 
252-member upper chamber 
^rill be up for election. Mem- 
bers serve six-year terms, 
with polls for half the seats 
held every three years. 

The Upper House polls 


moos loss. He was one of the j will also mark the nationwide 
greatest dramatists and wri- electoral debut of the New 


ters. f. 

With “Look Back In Anger” 
Osborne introduced the’ 
genre of the “kitchen sink 
drama”, then a revolutionary 
way of writing using everyday 
settings. Its hero, Jimmy Por- 
ter, became a symbol of edu- 
cated rebellious youth in the 
fifties. 

John James Osborne was 
bora .on Dec. 12, 1929. He 
revered his father, Thomas, a 
struggling commercial artist, 
.but hated his. mother Nellie 
Beatrice with a passion. 1 

The family was poor and | 
moved frequently. The young ■, 
Osborne left to become an 
actor, but started writing 
plays at 19. 

In 1956 Look Back In An- 
ger, which Osborne scribbled 
down in a reporter's notepad 


Frontier Party, the country's 
largest opposition party 
formed earlier this month in a 
merger of nine small parties. 

Meanwhile, a state intelli- 
gence report Monday warned 
of possible extremist attacks 
next year when Japan marks 
the sensitive 50th anniversary 
of the end of World War II. 

. Both left and right-wing 
elements are likely to step up 
violent campaigns to seek 
publicity for their causes as 
the anniversary approaches, 
the public security investiga- 
tion agency said. 

“There is the fear of some 
unruly (rightist) elements 
taking direct action against 
government and party lead- 
ers,” referring to a shooting 


test against a public apology 
he had made for Japan’s 
aggression in the rest of Asia. 

The report said Japan's ex- 
treme rightists had been 
angered by a move in parlia- 
ment to adopt a resolution on 
the 50th anniversary of the 
end of the war apologising for 
the country's militaristic past. 

The extremists — who 
number an estimated 20,900 
m divided into about 1,400 
groups — also denounce as 
leftist anti-war propaganda a 
government plan to build a 
peace memorial hall in mem- 
ory of the war dead, the 
report said. - * 

Mr. Hosokawa, who step- 
ped down in April, was the 
most articulate of Japanese 
prime ministers in expressing 
regret over Japan's occupa- 
tion of China arid other Asian 
nations, as well as for its acts 
of aggression during World 
War n. 

Rightists claim that Japan 
waged a holy war under the 
command of Emperor Hiro- 
into to establish prosperity 
and stability in Asia by fight- 
ing Western colonial powers. 

They also accuse govern- 
ment leaders of crumbling 
under foreign pressure to 
meekly apologise for Japan’s 
wartime past. 

The intelligence agency 
warned too against possible 
violence from Japan's mili- 
tant leftist factions directed at 
“individual targets, including 
government officials,’' Co 
highlight their anti-war and 
anti-emperor struggle. 

“There is the strong possi- 
bility of guerrilla-oriented 
sects resorting to terrorist 
and guerrilla tactics, which 
have appealing effects (for 
them),” on the 50th 
anniversary of the war, the 
report said. 


down in a reporter's notepad 
in just 17 days, shocked Lon- 
don Theatre audiences and 
alarmed the country. A suc- 
cessful career followed using 
his anger as the inspiration 
for hard-hitting drama. 

Osborne also wrote The 
■ Entertainer, Inadmissible 
Evidence, and A Patriot For 
Me. He won an Oscar for 
best screenplay with the 1964- ! 
film Tom 'Jones. ‘ 

Richard Burton starred as j 
Jimmy Porter in the fihn ver- ‘ 
skm of Look Bade In Anger,- j 
and Laurence Olivier took, 
the role of Archie Rice in 
The Entertainer. But De- 
javu, a 1992 sequel to Look- 
Back In Anger, flopped. 

Osborne’s private life was 
almost as controversial as his ■ 
drama. Married five times,- 
he gained a reputation as a t 
hard-drinking, irascible char- 
acter. 

“Who wants to live to 110 
anyway if it means not smok- 
ing and not drinking?” he 
asked In a recent interview; 

His 1992 autobiography' 
Almost A Gentleman 
brought him much criticism 
with its vitriolic comments on 
colleagues mid his ex-wives. 
He described the suicide of 
his fourth wife, actress Jill 
Bennett, as the “coarse post- 
uring of an overheated 
housemaid.” 

Author-playwright Sher- 
idan Moriey told BBC Radio: 
“He was wonderfully vindic- 
tive. He was savage about his 
own mother in Ids memoirs. 


sion, which a Northern diplo- 
mat in Geneva described as a 

spy mission. 

On Saturday General Gary 
Luck, commander of the 
37,000 U.S. troops in South 
Korea, scut a letter to North 
Korean leader Kan Jong-D 
via Panmunjom expressing 
regret ax the rninmue and 
pledging to p r eve nt awmiar 
modems in f uture , a U.S- 
rmfitaxy official said. 

North Korea has said it 
hoped to resolve the problem 
On 8 “ hnman it mT^ i bens” I 

but has refused to say when 
Officer Hall would be freed. 

It said there had to be a 
thorough investigation. 

Washington has said any 
undue delay in freeing Offic- 
er Hal 1 could damage rela- 
tions. Tks improved follow- 
ing an October deal be twe e n 
the two countries aimed at 
Smiting tbe potential for any 
North Korean nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Row grows 
over U.S. 
Philippines 

travel 

advisory 

MANILA (R) — A U.S. 
government travel advisory 
describing the Philippines as 
dangerous came under re- 
newed attack Monday, with 
one legislator saying Manila 
should recall its ambassador 
to Washington if the United 
States fails to withdraw it. 

The Slate Department 
advisory said American 
travellers were at risk from 
homicides, kidnapping, ocher 
crimes of violence, confi- 
dence games and cretin card 
fraud. It abo warned of the 
risk of violence from leftist 
and Muslim rebels. 

It said tzsweQiagaway from 
national roods at night could 
be very d ang ero u s. 

Bias Optc, chairman of tbe 
Philippine Senate’s Foreign 
Relations' Committee. said m 
a stajcpte# advisory ex- 
aggerates the country's crime 
problem. 

“The Philippine govern- 
ment should file a diplomatic 
protest and demand the with- 
drawal of tins insulting advis- 
ory. And if this proves un- 
availing, we should recall the 
Philippine ambassador in 
Washington,” be said. 

“This consular information 
sheet presents a very unba- 
lanced view of the Philip- 
pines,” Foreign Secretary 
Roberto Rotnulo said in a 
statement. 

■ “Our officials have discus- 
sed this subject because what 
we want is even-handedness 
' and fair play." 

Press Secretary Jesus Sison 
said the advisory was unfair 
and crime in cities like New 
York and Los Angeles was 
far worse than in Manila. 

Philippine officials have 
not disputed the truth of the 
assertions in the advisory but 
say it fails to present a ba- 
lanced view. 


White 

House 

intruder 

charged 

I Washington (R) — a* 

alarm ed man Who tried » 
dhnb tbe north fence of the 
White House ca Chris tmas 
Day has been charged with 
unlawful entry rad making 
felonious threats n arresting 
officers, a U.S. Secret Ser- 
vice spokesman red Mon- 
day. 

ABC reported po&ce had 
visited Loiimdo BcBo’s borne 
before the White House mo- 
dem, but would not tSsriioac 
the nature of those visits. 

President BiS Omton and 
bis family were aside the 
White Hctsc when th e Scenes 
Service a pp rehen ded tbe 19- 
year-okl suspect attempting 
to scale tbe White House 
fence, authorities said. 

“Somebody grabbed tan 
hanging from me fence." a 
spokesman for the Secret 
Service said. “He was not 
armed and we don’t knew 
what be was up to.” 

The witnesses said the tom 
stopped the dxmb of his own 
accord. 

Authorities said Mr. Bcfto 
was charged with unlawful 
entry ana making Morions 
threats to the officers who 
arrested him Sunday . 

The Secret Service hantSeS 
about half a dazes cases of 
"fence-hoppers’ and others 
trying to get onto the White 
House grounds each year. 



B«flo (led) b escorted by a Secret Scrrice officer to 
oar after he wa« arreated fiar attempting to dbob 
iiimnmting tbe WMfee Hume. Betts, 19, was 
(AFP photo) 


but tbe tssae is particularly 
sc native now because of a 
rash erf r ec e nt incidents. 

Last Tuesday, a U.S. Park 
Police officer shot and killed 
Marcel mo Comtel. 33, a 
homrhsa man, when he bran- 
c&sbed a Jam hunting knife 
in front of foe White House 
rad refused to surrender it to 
ndorifitt. 

Eartier this month at’ least 
few bullets fired from what 
the Secret Service said was “a 
max distance” reached the 
white House. One of them 


went through, a window in 
the state timing room. t 

On Oct. 29, Francisco 
Martin Duran, 26, of Colora- 
do was arrested and charged 
with firing mote than two 
dozen bunds from a semi- 
automatic assault rifle at the 
White House. 

Six weeks before that 
Frank Eugene Cottier, 38, of 
Perry Point, Maryland, (tied 
when he crashed a small 
plane on the south lawn of 
the White House. 


Dalai Lama joins India to mourn Singh 


NEW DELHI <R) — Tibet’s 
exiled spiritual bead, the 
Dalai Lama, joined fortran 
leaden Monday in paying tri- 
botes to former Tarawa Presi- 
dent ZmB Singh who died 
after throe weeks in hospital 
following a car wa d deM. 

The yw mau t bra do- 
dared a mdqr affinal 
mourning period for Mr. 
Singh. wfioAed tot govern- 
meat boqpiai m the northern 
Oumltg i rh chy Soadty. Hie 
wra 78. 

“I am very vadrtrtwl to 
lean of the tragic rad sodden 
demise of In&ft former 


president. Zb bis pasting 
away, tbe p eople of Tibet 
afro have lost a good friend," 
the Dalai Lama said in a 

Mr. Sbgh suffered rautti- 
pfe fractures when his car wm 
hit by a truck oo Nov. 29. A 
fltrwaramenz inquiry into the 
ridden t, after opposition 
leaden expremed fetus of the 
pomftle invol vem ent of Sikh 
militants, found nothing 


Tbe Dalai Lama said aB 
Tibetans were offering spe- 
cial pray ers <« Mr. Singh, 
who ftaqoeady ca m paigned 


for more political freedom in 
Tibet rad against human 
rights abuse by Chinese 
troops there. 

“(Singh’s Bfc) has been the 
«Ouxce of inspiration to many 
people," said the Dalai 
Lama, who abo it a Nobel 
Peace Print laureate. 

Indian Pretident Shan ka r 
Dayal Sbaxma and Prime 
Minister P.V. Naratimha 
Rra led tbe country in paying 
tribute!. 

Tbey Laid wreaths on his 
coffin after it was flown to 
New Defin Monday aboard 
an India© Air Force plane. 


China lauds 1994 diplomatic successes 


BEUING l AFP) — Owns 
Monday holed its a i cneo in 
faring down Washington over 
tbe MFN-humin rights ewe 
as the highlight of a year of 
triumphant foreign ’ pobey 
dealings. 

1994 saw Qrica make “ma- 
jor progress in establishing 
and implementing its di- 
plomatic strategy,'' tbe offi- 
cial Xinhua News Agency 
said, pointing to * series of 
high-profile overseas visits by 
senior leaders and a general 
strengthening of foreign 
trade and economic ties. 

At tbe same time, Xinhua 
voiced concern over lingering 
frictions left from the cold 
war, especially on foe Korean 
peninsula. Ir criticised coun- 
tries which “force their views 
onto others in bandUng siate- 
to-state relations'* — a dear 
reference to the United 


Stares. 

China's diplomatic activity 
tfos year was partly based oo 
the p rra dpte of “never bend- 
ing eo pre s sure imposed by 
ray powers or groups of pow- 
erful international affairs." it 
added. 

After « long- running dis- 
pute. U.S. President Bill 
Qintoo decided in May to 
delink the renewal of China’s 
most favoured nation (MFN) 
trade status from human 
rights. 

Thai victory was won with- 
out ray concessions being 
made by China, which had 
made it dear it would rather 
risk its MFN status than bow 
to US. pressure oyer the 
question of human rights. 

Xinhua said Mr. Canton's 
decision bad marked a turn- 
ing point in bilateral ties and 
lead to the strengthening of 


economic and trade relations 
and tbe restoration of milit- 
ary links. 

Turning to Sino-Russj*n 
'tics, dm agency said the sign- 
ing this year of several 
accords renouncing military 
conflict had played “an im- 
portant role m safeguarding 
peace in the region and in the 
world as a whole.” 

1994 also marked a signifi- 
cant increase in overseas 
visits by senior leaders, with 
President Jiang Zemin and 
Premier Li Peng notching up 
17 European and Asian na- 
tions between them. 

Tbe visits were noticeable 
for the participation of more 
rad more Chinese business 
leaders, the agency said, 
adding that the country's 
“economic diplomacy had 
yielded remarkable achieve- 
ments.” 


Li Peng arrives in Rangoon to expand friendship 


COLD SHOWER: A woman pours a pafl of cold water 
over her head in Serebryany Bor park in Moscow, 25 
December, on tike opening day of the winter s wimming 
season as temperatures began to fall below minus three 
degree Celsius (AFP photo) 


BANGKOK (Agencies) — 
Chinese Prime Minister Li 
Peng arrived in Rangoon 
Monday for an official visit 
aimed at sealing his country’s 
warm relationship with iso- 
lated army-ruled Burma. 

“My current visit is aimed 
at folly strengthening tbe 
good neighbourly and friend- 
ly ties between us and ex- 
panding our mutually benefi- 
cial cooperation,” Mr. Li said 
in an arrival statement broad- 
cast on state-run Radio Ran- 
goon. 

The radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, quoted Mr. Li as 
saying he believed his visit 
would yield positive results 
and expand friendship. 

“I will exchange views with 
leaders of Myanmar (Burma) 
on bilateral relations.” Mr. 
Li was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Li and his party will 
spend three days in Burma, 
whose junta came to power in 
1988 after bloodily suppres- 
sing pro-democracy protests. 

Among those travelling 
with Mr. Li were state coun- 
cillor Li Guixian, Minister of 
Communications Huang 
Zhendong, Governor He 
Zhiqiang of Yunnan province 
which borders Burma, and 

» Foreign Minister 
axuan, 

Mr. Li’s formal host will be 
SLORC’s nominal chairman 
Gene ral T han Shwe, who is 
also prone minister. But his 
visit is widely seen as recipro- 
cating a high-profile visit to 
Beijing in September by Bur- 


ma's most powerful general, 
military intelligence chief 
Lieutenant-General Khin 
Nyunt. 

Officials in India and South 
East Asia, wary of Chinese 
and Burmese intentions, 
have said they would watch 
Mr. Li s visit keenly for signs 
of growing Chinese influ- 
ence. 

A key fear is that China’s 
growing blue-water navy will 
gain access to Burma's Indian 
Ocean naval ports, expand- 
ing Beijing’s military influ- 
ence near major international 
shipping lanes. 

But some Rangoon-based 
diplomats said they felt ft was 
unlikely the ind'ependent- 
mmded Burmese — them- 
selviK wary of ov cr -rchancr 
onouna — would gram such 

The visit nonetheless com- 
« at a tune of deepening 
security nes bes*^ Burmf 
*? d . China, which have 
pledged a common war 
against Golden Triangle he- 
roin traffickers whoso cross- 
border attnnties have thrived 
dunng puna’s 15-year re- 
form era. 

*■»*£? b =gari buying 
and °titer 

from Braing in 199Q ^ 
rt^tiy bought S40O million 

Ch, Jj Se helicopters, 
armoured vehid-c field 

Defence *eek. 

P u M*«tion 
expected to 
use tbe ^capons in a January 


offensive against Burmese 
drug lord Khun 5a. who con- 
trols large tracts of land near 
the Chinese border and main- 
reins his own army. 

Burma has been largely 
shunned by the iVest since 
the crushing of nationwide 
pro-democracy demonstra- 
tions m 19S&, a year before a 
remarkably simitar crack- 
down m Beijing m June 1989. 

The military government 
detained hundreds of its 
opponents, including the 
1991 Nobel Peace Priie win- 
Aung San Sou Kyi who is 
stfflundcr house arrest. 

China has remained a 
s*®*®*' *** supporter of Burma 
and is main trading part- 
oor and jrms supplier. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. A hue 
S an Sou Kyi, the world’s 
most prominent political pria* 
oo«\ wiil be seeing her W 
orajtnd younger 100 as 
m a rt * her tijoh Ctouusu 
under bou^ arrestT^ 

Her husband, Oxford 
Michael Ant, at- 
”*** ® Rangoon Saturday 
*** morion. ofl£ 

fofl Kim ar- 
* *oek ago. 

It xw be the tenth ftunfly 
reoaga fa- che 49-mwrfd 
Sun Ky* mcc she was de- 
fused to July toga fnr 

«1 so cnrity, she h«s not been 
fonna ff charg ed or tried. 

***** 

oLSSFUrsz 


zrire Burma to return the 
country to democratic role. 

Her active campaigning for 
nonviolent change earned her 
the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize, 
but faflod to persuade the 
mffltaty to give up power. 
Her party won a landslide 
vksoty in a 1990 general elec- 
tion, but the junta refused to 
let the winner* take their 
seats. 

According to her detention 
oeder, only mwoodiatc family 
members are allowed to visit 
Mrs. Sou Kyi at her lakeside 
home. 

This year, the junta eased 
the rales to allow her meet- 
ings with two outsiders- U.S. 
Rep. Bill Richardson of New 
Mexico, and Buddhist mis- 
sionary munk U Rcwata 
Dhama from England. 

Mr. Richardson, accompa- 
nied by a U.N. official and an 
American reporter, met Mrs. 
Sou Kyi in February. Rewata 
Dhama paid a visit in August, 

Both visitors also met lead- 
ing members of the State Law 
and Order Restoration Court* 
til. Or SLORC, which is the 
official name of the junta. 

Since then, junta leaders 
have met twice, with Mr*. 
5km Kyi, but details of their 
relk* have not been released. 

Oppobtioo groups say an 
open dialogue between the 
junta and Mis. Suu Kyi is the 
essential opening step for 
national roconciUation. But 
to far the junta has not fodi. 
catod when it would he w»U. 
fog to release her. 
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problem of 

going ^ 

with girts 

SINGAPORE (awHm*- 
Singapore face* a 
prorata with teenage gp 1 , 
wrring to fosW a ri w ai * *k?- 
port srid Monday. As 
five schools have Mt 
forfeddfoa gjrte from mfcfei 
with tomboy* and 
wrysbort haircut*, wfoortfeg' 
to The New Paper fotAoti, 
The schools took the no* 
sure* because they wetc». 
feced with the problem of an 
recreating number of gfot 
pairing off with girl*, it *a«r 
“It is a worrying situation' 
with counsellor* and 
psychiatrists warning that 
these girls may be unftbfe to % 
have normal relationships in 
future the tabloid said, ft 
added that more schools were 
requesting talks on homosex- 
uality. The New Paper cited 
three youth psychiatrists is 
saying they were seeing more 
teenage girts with lesbian ten- 
dencies. “This is coo finned 
by youth conseUing agon- 
ocs ” it said. Tbe newspaper 
said it identified two* distinct 
groups after speaking to ab- 
out 25 sdMXfoirfe aged be- 
tween 14 and 18 yean having 
relationships with other girls. 
One groups com p ri se s tom- 
boys who cut their hair short, 
bandaged their chests, dies- 
sod tike boys and had very ^ 
feminine girlfriends. The 
other group consisted of girl- 
next-door types from iriddle- 
inoome famines. Many were 
attractive and dressed trendi- 
■ ly and wooed by their tom- 
boyish “boyfriends” with ex- 
pensive presents, dinners and 
outings to the risoo- Vincent 
Lam, who beads Youth Chal- 
lenge which arranges for 
counaefting for some of foe 
parents and girls, said: “Our 
investigation showed that 
several girls wore leading a 
lesbian Kfcstyie. Most are • 
from girls* schools add . 
middle-income families.” • 
Qther counsellors and 
psych ia trists said them girls 
were not boro that way but 
led rirori by circumstances or 
background. “Some could 
have been created Eke sons 
by their parents. Some could 
become like that because 
they are not confident of 
their fe mini ty.” raid Sinclair 
Rogers, who heads Choices, 
a ooonsefflug programme for 
homosexuals in Singapore. A 
psychiatrist, who counsels six 
schoolgirls on this problem, 
said some of them saw it 
trendy to lead an alternative - 
fcfestyks. “Movies and music 
personalities Eke Madonna 
-add K D Lang have made . 
bisexuality or lesbianism hip.^ 
And it is normal for teena- 

r to imitate their idols,’ 
psychiatrist said. 

Lobster-eating 
Italians told— 
boil ’em In beer 

ROME (R) — Italians who. 
squirm at the scream of live . 
lobster boding in a saucepan 
are getting some novel advice . 
from fishmongers facing an 
animal rights campaign to 
save the succulent sbelfish ■ 
from an agonising death. Tbe . 
fishmongers say the best way 
to prevent a lobster suffering 
is to hammer a nail through 
its head and then bofil it m ■ 
beer. 

Old peasant is 
hale and hearty 
on rat diet 

SHANGHAI (R1 ™ Eighty 
ycar-oid Zhcnjcto cm cany 
50 kilogrammes on Ms back 
and run as fast as young swav 
in hri village. The secret or* 
bis good heahh? Eating rats, 
apparently. The Liberation 
Dailv Monday repotted tha* 
Mr Wu sells Vats for a living 
and has been eating them fof 
decades, with a preference 
for fresh ones iust caught 
Mr. Wu lay> trap* in foe 
homes of bis native village fa 
Jiangxi province, southChi' 
mi. and collects the cafehe*. 
sometime* \o many that l# 
has to preserve them with salt 
for vale during the off seatim- 

Man slices 
off organ 

Manila <afp> — a m» 
cut off his penis and 

reportedly to 
fulfill ha wish of 
woman, police her* *2d 
Mundav. Jani*l N*fO- 
muwno. 21. wu found to * 
ftiutin bleeding wd jumnai 
mg m pain after t* 

Jk peri* and toittefe* 

m the Ma&flhHfc 
fob or Pumv, »ot>ce arid. Mb 

"swfey htwpitri. Tbe 
J»w*papw s»d te n$*k' 
the ads lce Of doctort to 
(5* hbt perns. Tafoty 

Ncpomuecno m tofferl 
he dreamed of 

but eoriri oot «Ss3t 
* chan*? 

cause it wu too aim— riWfr ? 
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SARAJEVO fR > — U.N. 
officials sura y 1 r,j 

latest ceasefire was tcis.'ng 
bold, contradicting Berrien 
government accusations that 
Bosnian Serb forces !i.;.1 
mounted attacks in .h: tier..-.- 
west enclave of Bihjc. 

Bosnia's Muslim-led gov- 
ernment has protested ;he 
United Nations owr Serb 
troop movements ar.i atr.ick; 
se the enclave and hat 
threatened to retalia:= che- 
where in Bosnia un':er.s i.v* 
United Nations reso ‘ e? i!.; 
problem. 

The dispute over :~e Bihac 
enclave thre2ter.ee u derail 
the ceasefire, in-pl.-cc by 
mediation of fc-mtrr X.-.S. 
President jimmy Carter, 
which has slowed figuring 
across the country since il 
began Saturday. 

Bosnian government lead- 
ers said Sunday that tails on 
a more extensive. cessu:i:-rt of 
hostilities, due by Tac. 1. 
would r.ot take lilacs until e 
situation around the :ov.~ cf 
Veiika rtJadiisa. in tite n.onfl 
of the enclave, was settled to 
their satisfaction. 

U.N. officials bov-e ire 
seven-day ceasefire v.ui ~-ave 
the way for a four- me :« lit 
cessation o: hostilities and 2 
resumption of per.ee 
aimed at ending the 33- 


month-olti war. 

_ - commander in 

' s . n . , . a : ^iv-utenant-Ger.eral 
Sir r.i:chacl Rose, was due to 
r.cld talks with both sides to 
rry to brekur an agreement 
or. the c-.^prebensive four- 
month truce, under which 
j-eaceiteepir.g troops would 
be ceployed oetween the two 

_ United Nations Protection 
ror,'£ -/JMPROFOR) 
spo.-resir. Alexander 
tvatiko -.old reporters in 
Sarajevo that peacekeepers 
ooui'J not verify allegations 
w-'OuL 3osc.iar. Serb Army 
'ESA.) troop manoeuvres in 
3iha: made by Bosnian Vice- 
?res.dsr.i Hjup Ganic. 

Mr. Ivanfco said the cease- 
«ire in Bosnia was “taking 
hold and rhat orders concem- 
irg she ceasefire are filtering 
dev- to the unit level. 

“Yesterday's statement by 
Dr. Ganic on BSA involve- 
icer*: in ih; fighting in the 
Siaae peefce; has been taken 
excrcmeiy seriously by UN- 
PROTOR. 'A ? e have' triple 
checked the situation on the 
ground ar.d have found no 
evidence v/rntsoever of BSA 
invoit eiren. in military activ- 
ity ir. that area,” he said. 

The Crciiian Serbs and 
d':vl: rebel Muslim allies have 
no: signed the current cease- 


fire agreed between the Bos- 
nian Serbs and the Sarajevo 
government. 

Government troops have 
suffered serious setbacks in 
the past month in fighting in 
the Bihac enclave, with Serb 
forces surrounding Bihac 
town and Croatian Serb and 
allied rebel Muslims recently 
capturing the town of Vetika 
Kladusa. 

The United Nations said 
there was some fighting Sun- 
day around Vetika Kladusa. 
with nine detonations re- 
ported east of the town along 
with sporadic small-arms and 
machinegun fire. 

But Mr. Ivanko said that 
even the Croatian Serb and 
rebel Muslim forces were 
"curtailing their activities” in 
the Vetika Kladusa area. 

U.N. relief efforts for the 
enclave were still facing 
harassment and delays by 
Croatian Serb and rebel Mus- 
lim forces controlling north- 
ern access roads, said Kris 
Janowski, a spokesman for 
the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees. 

“The situation is still total- 
ly unacceptable. We got in 
three convoys in three weeks. 
Every convoy turns into a 
three to five day odyssey. 
What thev are trying to do is 


deny food to the civilian 
population in Bihac,” Mr. 
Janowski said. 

In Bonn, the defence ex- 
pert of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s liberal Free Democrat 
(FDP) coalition partners said 
Monday that Tornado jets 
Bonn has offered NATO in 
the event of a U JSI. pullout 
from Bosnia were only of 
limited use. 

Juergen Koppelin, the 
FDP spokesman for defence 
matters, said that German 
pilots lacked the necessary 
experience to use the planes' 
special radar-jamming sys- 
tems effectively and that the 
high-tech systems were diffi- 
cult to keep in running order. 

Bonn last week made avail- 
able up to eight of the Torna- 
dos, which Kohl has said are 
the only NATO planes in 
Europe capable of combating 
Bosnian Serb anti-aircraft 
missiles should United Na- 
tions peacekeepers have to 
quit Bosnia. 

Germany also pledged to 
contribute six regular Torna- 
dos, two electronic surveill- 
ance jets, up to 12 transport 
planes, minesweepers and 
patrol boats and earmarked a 
field hospital and two mobile 
medical units. 

It would be Germany's first 


foreign military venture since 

Meanwhile, a group of Un- 
ited Nations peacekeeping 
troops from Malaysia en 
route to Sarajevo were 
quarantined in the port city 
of Ancona, Italy Monday af- 
ter one of them was di- 
agnosed with meningitis, loc- 
al government officials said. 

Fabio Costantini, a local 
Interior Ministry official, said 
one of the 122 soldiers who 
arrived from Kuala Lumpur 
Saturday was found to have 
bacterial meningitis. 

He told Renters the soldier 
was improving and the troops 
would be allowed to leave 
Italy later Monday if no other 
meningitis cases were disco- 
vered. 

Ancona is a jumping-off 
point for relief supplies to 
Bosnia. 

Meningitis, an inflamma- 
tion of the membranes that 
surround the brain, is usually 
caused by bacteria or viruses 
and is treated with antibio- 
tics. The patient usually re- 
covers rapidly. 

Malaysia has 1,600 
peacekeeping troops in Bos- 
nia and earlier this month 
agreed to send nearly 400 
more to boost the United 
Nations Protection Force 
mission there. 



Bosnian Serb soldiers cross the River Una near 
Bihac. The nationwide ceasefire signed by 
Bosnians and Bosnian Serbs came into effect 


and according to U.N. Protection Force fUN- ■ 
PROFOR) reports it was observed everywhere 
(AFP photo) 


P akistan doses Indian consulate, expels diplomat 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan, sharply escalating a 
dispute vmh its rival India, 
closed the Indian consulate in 
Karachi Monday, accusing 
India of orchestrating “acts 
of terrorism and violence" in 
its biggest city. 

The move came only hours 
after Islamabad ordered the 
expulsion of an Indi -r diplo- 
mat. in a tit-for-ts: .'ado in 
spring accusations wLb ',Nev.< 
Delhi. 

Foreign Secretary NYm •••:!- 
din Sheikh said hac 

been askei -o its 

consulate -gen cfj! in isjcuchi 
and withdraw its personnel 
there within 10 days. 

The decision was taken be- 
cause of Indian "involve- 
ment" in unrest in Karachi, 
where hundreds of people 
have .died this year in vse- 
Seneo ■ linked to • faction?). 
sectarian and ethnic prob- 
lems, he said. 

"We have been con- 
strained to take this decision 
because of clear and fresh 
evidence 0? India’s snvoivt- 
ment in the planning, instiga- 
tion and execution of acts of 
.‘'terrorism and violence in 
Karcch.. he said. 

Mr. sheikh ais-.? . 

Indian diplomats .‘or ..-a 


“propagation of disaffection 
and propaganda against the 
unity, territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of Pakistan." 

The Indian High Commis- 
sioner (ambassador) in Isla- 
mabad. S. I£. Lamba, who 
was informed of the decision 
during an earlier meeting 
with Mr. Sheikh, rejected the 
Pakistani allegations, the 
foreign: secretary said in reply 
to a question. 

Earlier Sunday, Pakistan 
expelled Drepak Thakur, an 
assistant visa attache at the 
r-dUn High Commission, for 
suspected espionage. 

Mr. Thakur was declared 
persona non grata for “activi- 
ties incompatible with his (di- 
plomatic) status,” the official 
Associated Press of Pakistan 
(A?F) said Monday, using 
the phrase that traditionally 
refers to- spying 

’Pakistan’Sunday asked the 
Iriiiitin government to recall 
•die diplomat within 10 days, 
the news agency said, quoting 
Foreign Office sources. 

There v_s r.o immediate 
official reaction from New 
Deihi, where government 
offices were closed in mourn- 
r.g :>r former President Zail 
v.*v di-d Sunday. 

Tr- expulsion order came 


only a day after Indian police 
said Shapal Khan, an assis- 
tant at the Pakistani embassy 
in Delhi, was detained for 
two hours Saturday after 
allegedly receiving secret 
documents from a civilian 
employee of the Indian Navy. 

Mr. Khan could not be 
interrogated because he had 
diplomatic status, Delhi 
police said. The arrested In- 
dian was indentified as K.K. 
Parasuram, 56, an assistant 
with the navy’s directorate of 
weapons, who was arrested 
after accemine 7.500 rupees 
($250) for the documents. 

Mutual hostility has mar- 
red relations between pre- 
dominantly Hindu India and 
mainly Muslim Pakistan since 
their independence from Bri- 
tain in 1947. The, two rivals 
have fought three wars, two 
"pf them over the' partitioned 
area of Kashmir. ■ - 

Pakistan expelled another 
Indian diplomat, JJ. Singh, 
from the Karachi consulate 
on spying charges in late Au- 
gust. A month earlier, the 
two countries carried out a 
tit-for-tat arrest of two 
embassy officials and then 
expelled them. 

More recently, Indian offi- 


cials have alleged Pakistani 
involvement — strongly de- 
nied — in an outbreak of 
plague in western India and 
the loss of secret data from a 
rocket project. 

On the Pakistani side, offi- 
cials at the weekend made 
dark insinuations about an In- 
dian role in the ethnic vio- 
lence that has held Karachi in 
its grip. 

“No amount of terrorism 
being committed by India can 
deter Pakistan from pursuing 
the path of development," 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to told a function in Karachi 
Sunday. 

More than 700 people have 
died this year in clashes be- 
tween rival factions of the 
Mohajir Qaumi Movement 
/MOM) representing the... 
Urdu-speaking' migrants who ' 
serried In sdi?^ Sffia'aft^ 
the_sub-continent r s partition,' 
and militants from die Sunni 
and Shiite Muslim sects. 

An official spokesman Fri- 
day said the gruesome mur- 
der of four paramilitary ran- 
gers in Karachi last week 
“substantiated apprehensions 
that there is a foreign hand 
behind the continuation of 
violence" in the port city. 


iumEdii TrsiSMer refuses to quit in crisis 


BUJUMBURA : Am:w:m 
— Burundi's prime minister 
has vowed to stay in order to 
save his country, raifir^ 
hopes that a political crh..s \vi 
the centra! African r.j'icr. 
can be resolved without a 
bloodbath like the one in 
neighbouring Rwanda. 

In a televise o address iY: - 
day night. Prime ]' l hi:.-. .y r 
Anatole KanyenUiko sc-'::l 
with the leadership of i'.i? 
mainlv Tutsi opposition r: T - 
ty, UPRONA (Vision ;. 
National Progress). 

The party had ar.r.-.-UKCti 
Saturday that it •- 

the coalition gtyerr.mc:::. 
dominated by *.he " 

Hutu Burundi rror .or 
Democract (FRO DEBT;, r. 
.protest again?: the cl'.:: e: 
onew speaker ot pa^i , :.: , . 

"It is not ad\ssib'v' 
government to :esicr . 
would be to ;;. :i 1 ;r.c . ; :ck.'.c>- 
with somethin c eve r = •' “ •' 
Mr. Kanye.' :i;: . 

said. 

“IVe have d'o-.". .: -• 
conscience io sa' e ri'- •* : 

dian nation before . 

consideration. V- e 
loyal to UPSON. *■>. ’:u. li- 


no* '.he righ: moment to res- 
ign, ’ he said. 

1 here vi 3. no iirm word on 
vherher the five UPRONA 
In the government 
cd resign. 

"s Tutsi-dominated 
tri;t!y enforcing a 
the capital Bujum- 
last week after 
.:bcu; 50 oeopie died in tit- 
iYr-t.-.. etnnic killings. 

\'!Oiencs lessened sharply 
O’ er the Christmas weekend 
c t rite 7 p.m. to 5 
.k— '500 GMT) cur- 
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ri '.n. , r*e. : . with the same 
e,:tr : c make-up as its neigh- 
tout R*var.iu.' has been in 
e-rr.-'II rinee the country's 
dem.*>:rarically elected 
2 Hutu, was assas- 
sin.’.ied bv ~utsi soldiers last 


but so 
L'.-r gt-tvacs 

v.7.r.e. ; sed 
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far it has avoiaec 
rial scale of killings 
earlier this jwr m 
L-.-here up to a mil- 
; ;,re estimated to 

Hutu president. 

Ntibantunganya. 
ii.en *n a broadcast 
that a solution 


had been found to the politic- 
al crisis. 

But he gave no details on 
how he would defuse UP- 
RONA’s anger over the elec- 
tion on Dec. 1 of Jean Minani 
as parliamentary speaker. 

The opposition party says 
Mr. Minani incited Hutus to 
kill Tutsis last year. 

A senior United Nations 
official told Reuters Sunday 
that FRODEBU had "infor- 
mally’' agreed to drop Mr. 
Minani from the parliamen- 
tary post, second only to the 
head of state under Burundi’s 
constitution. 

In return. UPRONA 
would restore its backing to 
riie- coalition. 

But the reported deal had 
nor been officially confirmed 
by Monday. 

Meanwhile, a former Hutu 
minister belonging to a Tutsi- <■ 
led opposition party was mur- 
dered at his home here Satur- 
day. his entourage said Mon- 
day. 

On Sunday, state radio had 
presented the death of Ladis- 
las Barutwanayo. a former 
transport minister, as an acci- 
dent. 


But his entourage said 
Monday that Mr. Baruta- 
wanyo, a member of the 
Tutsi-led UPRONA, had 
been assassinated at his home 
by a lone gunman. 

Mr. Barutwanayo is the 
brother of the junior minister' 
for cooperation, Luc Ruldng-. 
ama. 

If confirmed the Barutwa- 
nayo slaying would be the 
latest in a series of murders 
or attempted murders of 
leading politicians since the 
start of the year. 

Meanwhile, one person 
was killed and three injured 
in ethnic dashes Saturday 
night in Gitega. 

The clashes in Gitega were 
said to be the most serious 
outbreak of violence there 
since the 1993 massacres 
which followed the assassina- 
tion of the country’s first 
Hutu President Melchior 
Ndadaye. 

According to the hospital's 
director Dr. Tharcisse 
Ndayzzeye, who was called 
out to the scene, a grenade 
was thrown at a house in the 
Magarama district. 


Politicians avoid telephones as Rao plans cabinet 


NEW DELHI (R) — Lead- 
ers of India’s ruling Congress 
Party waited Monday for a 
cabinet reshuffle but news- 
papers said Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao might 
delay the move for a week. 

They said a seven-day state 
mourning period for former 
President ZaS Singh, who 
died Sunday, had given Mr. 
Rao more time to plan the 
reshuffle after his cabinet was 
plunged into crisis by five 
resignations in two weeks. 

Some politicians said a new 
cabinet could be sworn in 
earlier, possibly after Mr. 
Singh’s cremation Tuesday. 

The capital was full of 
rumours Monday about the 
planned reshuffle, part of 
Mr. Rao's move to check a 
revolt fo the njlmg. party, but 
politicians _were mfwfljbnjg tp .. 
'discuss the^Sue'on their tek^ 

phones. .. j 

The Times Of India news- 
paper said Monday that gov- 
ernment intelligence agencies 
were tapping me telephones 
of senior politicians ami jour- 
nalists after Mr. Rao’s main 
rival Aijtm Singh resigned as ■ 
human resource minister 
Saturday and sparked a crisis 
for Congress. 

“A large number of dissi- 
dent congressmen, high- 
profile opposition leaders, 
journalists and bureaucrats 
have stopped using their tele- 
phones since the current poli- 
tical crisis began,” the Times 
said in a front-page report. 

“Most of them suspect that 
their telephones, are tap- 
ped,” it said. It quoted senior 


intelligence and security 
officers as saying there was 
"nothing new in this since 
telephones of politicians, 
bureaucrats and some jour- 
nalists are tapped from time 
to time.” 

Politicians would not dis- 
cuss on the telephone Mr. 
Singh’s resignation or Mr. 
Rao’s handling of the move. 

“If you want my opinion 
please come and meet me, we 
can’t discuss this on the 
phone,” said Abdul Rahman 
Antnlay, former chief minis- 
ter of western Maharashtra 
state and Congress Party de- 
puty. His colleagues were 
equally cautious. 

An 1885 law under British 
rale allows the Indian gov- 
ernment to tap telephones 
Tin the interest of maintain- . 
jug the. sovereignty* .and. for./, 
tegrity of India.” • • 

Most of Mr. Rao’s cabinet 
colleagues rallied behind him 
after Arjuu Singh launched a 
sharp attack on his policies, 
accuang Mr. Rao of a cover- 
up in a $1.3 billion banks and 
securities scandal, the na- 
tion's biggest financial scam. 

During the 1992 scandal, 
bankers and brokers colluded 
to siphon funds, mainly from 
government securities, to the 
then-booming Bombay Stock 
Exchange. 

Mr. Singh also accused Mr. 
Rao of impeding a govern- 
ment inquiry into the assas- 
sination of former Premier 
Rajiv Gandhi, saying the 
prime minis ter wanted to 
wind up a panel set up to 
investigate a possible con- 


spiracy behind the murder. 

Mr. Gandhi was killed by a 
woman suicide bomber while 
campaigning in the 1991 
general elections which even- 
tually brought Mr. Rao to 
power. 

Congress leaders said the 
party was heading for a split 
between Rao loyalists and 
supporters of Mr. Gandhi's 
charistmatic but reclusive 
Italian-born widow Sonia 
Gandhi. 

Mr. Singh's supporters said 
be had gained Sonia Gandhi's 
backing for his challenge to 
Mr. Rao’s leadership. Some 
newspapers said Mrs. Gandhi 
had seen Mr. Singh's resigna- 
tion letter even before it was 
forwarded to -Mr. Rao. 

Meanwhile, India's main 
■.opposition- Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), preparing for 
-key state ejections in Febru-" 
ary, said Monday it would 
campaign against giving fore- 
ign multinationals a free hand 
in the economy. 

BJP President Lai Krishan 
Advani said his party would 
also call for a slowdown in 
India’s economic globalisa- 
tion. 

“We will oppose a free 
entry to multinationals,'' Mr. 
Advani told Reuters. “This is 
not an election promise but a 
commitment to fight the 
threat to our security, our 
self-sufficiency. 

“We are not for reversing 
the economic reforms, but we 
should first look at our 
domestic industry and eco- 
nomy before seeking further 
investments from outside." 


Mr. Advani said the BJP, 
which made gains in recent 
state polls in four states, 
would highlight corruption — 
mainly the nation's worst 
financial scandal in 1992 and 
the sugar import muddle. 

Earlier this month. Prime 
Minister Rao's Congress Par- 
ty suffered a stinging setback 
in three of the four states that 
went to polls. 

Another setback in the' 
February polls would hit 
Congress's chances in general 
elections due in mid-1996. 

Dramatic economic re- 
forms introduced by Mr. Rao 
three ; ears ago have scrap- 
ped many Socialist 
\m- : -era tic controls. 

But the electoral rout has 
sent Congress leaders looking 
for ways to ease -their impact 
on the poor. There have been 
calls for populist steps' to cut 
prices of food and other 
essentials. 

"If we are voted to power 
we will ensure that local in- 
dustries are allowed to 
emerge as stronger entities 
and the pace of inflow of 
foreign investments in con- 
sumer industries is more me- 
asured," Mr. Advani said. 

Several multinationals like 
Sony, Coca-Cola, Ford and 
Kellogg's have decided to set 
up shop in India. 

But the BJP’s parent 
group, the secretive Rash- 
tirya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS, National Volunteers 
Corps) has already sent out 
activists preaching against the 
evils of foreign consumer 
goods. 


Regional candidates to sweep Uzbek elections 


TASHKENT (R) — Uzbe- 
kistan's first parliamentary 
election since independence 
looked set Monday to return 
a large majority of regionally- 
backed candidates to power, 
leaving the two main parties 
falling far short of their ex- 
pectations. 

No official figures were 
available by mid-afternoon 
the day after the poll, but a 
spokesman from the ruling 
Democratic Party said unoffi- 
cial returns showed his party 
would win only around 30 per 
cent of places in the new 
250-seat parliament. 

Figures from the Democra- 
tic Party — the former com- . 
munists — showed the pro- 
business Farherland Progress 
Party taking five per cent of 
the seats. 


Regional government 
nominees — four-fifths of 
whom are Democrats — were 
expected to win the other 
seats outright. 

The election commission 
was due to hold a news confer- 
ence later Monday 10 publish 
initial figures, but unofficial 
results are only expected in 
the next few days. 

Some foreign election 
observers criticised how the 
election had been organised, 
pointing to irregularities such 
as multiple voting by hea*~L of 
families and a lack of ballot 
box security. 

“We should give them the 
benefit of the doubt, but 1 
will not say that this election 
was free, fair and democra- 
tic," Jacques Roussellier. a 
representative from the 


Organisation on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe^ told 
Reuters. 

“This was a classic Soviet- 
style election without any 
concrete sign of improve- 
ment." Mr. Roussellier. who 
coordinated a group of fore- 
ign election observers, 
added. 

He said that multiple vot- 
ing had raised the turnout to 
sufficient levels to enable 
leading candidates to win the 
absolute majority of votes 
needed to gain election. 

Observers also criticised 
the close vetting of candi- 
dates by the government of 
President Islam Karimov and 
the Jack of a lively debate in 
the runup to the elections in a 
country where the press is 
under tight state control. 


Mr.’ Rousselier cited the 
sudden removal from the 
ticket of the opposition 
Fatherland Progress Party of 
banker Rustam Usmanov af- 
ter Mr. Usmanov contra- 
dicted government policy by 
calling for dual citizenship for 
minority Russians. 

“We suspect there have 
been a few Usmanov-tvpe 
cases." he said. 

Mr. Karimov himself Sun- 
day said he hoped the elec- 
tion would help Uzbekistan 
gain acceptance abroad “as a 
society that is transforming to 
democracy." 

“Those who are going to 
be elected are going to play 
an important role in realising 
our transition to a market 
economy." Mr. Karimov told 
reporters. 
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^Xfe’re pleased 
to announce our return. 

Two new weekly British Airways flights from Amman to 
London Heathrow. Exceptional in-flight entertainment 
and Halal cuisine. Special Middle East Visitors' Service. 
Global connections through our Heathrow and Gacwick 
hubs. And the unparalleled hospitality that makes 
you feel right at home wherever in the world you are. 
Its nice to be hack. 

British Airwa ys 

The worlds favourite airline 
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Vision that works 


WHILE THE world prepares for the end of 
another year in die last decade of the 20th 
century, the Arab World seems at'best to be 
at a standstill if not going backwards. Com- 
munal strife, widespread corruption, abso- 
lute role, abuse of human rights, are but a 
few of the characteristics of present day Arab 
politics. 

Unity, the catch word that in the last four 
decades was used to mesmerise the masses is 
today no more than an abstract concept 
belonging more. to history than reality. 

What the Arab states “achieved” In the 
past four decades is no more than elaborate 
networks of roads and concrete buildings in 
rides that only house directionless people 
who have nearly lost all sense of purpose. 

Except for one or two spots in the Arab 
World darkness or tyranny is what pre- 
dominates die scene. That is why His Majes- 
ty King Hussein wants Jordan to become a 
shining light opon others In this region. 
Jordan could and should provide a model for 
other Arabs to look up to and emulate. That 
is one important reason why this country 
chose to make peace with Israel for because 
of war and the “enemy” from without the 
■Arabs werepiagued by the enemy from 
^within. 

— Jordan, leadership and people, know very 
well, as do others, that without democracy, 
popular participation and political plural- 
ism, respect of human rights, freedom of 
expression and belief, and dean and efficient 
government, there can be no future for the 
Arabs among the nations. 

The role of the Fourth Estate, the press, in 
this regard is crucial. Not only does the 
media inform r as His Majesty pointed out 
yesterday as on so many occasions before, it 
also enlightens and leads public opinion. 

Jordan and its intellectuals have nothing to 
fear from stepping ahead of those who prefer 
to stay where they are. The masses are eager 
for freedom, for democracy, for clean gov- 
ernment and for participation. Jordan might 
be small in size and population. It might also 
be hampered by lack of economic and 
financial resources, bat it sure does not lack 
an enlightened, progressive and visionary 
leadership that can show the way. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i Arabic daily Monday expressed regret that the 
United Nations has failed to play a meaningful role in 
halting the massacre of the Bosnian people at the hands of 
the Serbs. The Serbs have made a mockery of international 
principles and have gone ahead with their ethnic cleansing 
of the Bosnians undeterred by humanitarian or other 
considerations, said the paper. What ever has been said 
about respect of human rights under the so called new 
world order is nothing but a big lie while the world 
continues to witness injustice, massacres and violations of 
human rights in former Yugoslavia, added the paper. It is 
hoped however that the ceasefire that took bold two days 
ago will continue, opening the way for the two sides to 
resort to reason and peaceful dialogue with or without the 
help of the .United Nations, said the paper. The paper 
added that if Washington and its European allies wished 
they could stop the war immediately and prevent further 
atrocities which have lasted for three years. 

Ahmad Dabbas, a columnist in Sawt Al Shaab daily, 
Monday urged the Ministry of Supply to prevent dairy 
processing factories, from raising the prices of yogurt and 
labaneh, something which they have been threatening to do 
under the pretext that they were not making any profit 
from their business. In fact these factories have been 
making a Jot erf profit by buying the locally produced milk 
at a relatively cheap price and through selling their 
products at fairly high price, said the writer. Every year 
these dairy firms have been reporting profit despite the rise 
in the price of the plastic containers and other inputs 
required for the business, noted the writer. The annual 
reports about the dairy firms operations expose the lies of 
tire factories' management who are claiming that they have 
been operating at a loss, he added. Indeed some of these 
factories have been expanding their operations in recent 
years and installing modem machinery and laying off 
workers in the process, he added. The writer urged the 
Ministry of Supply to come to the aid of the consumers and 
protect the interests of the low income families from the 
peed of factory 'owners. * 




The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rand G. Khouri 


The balance sheet of peace is problematic 


TWO MONTHS after the signing of the Jordan-Israel 
peace agreement, the full political ramifications of that 
event are ■ becoming clearer. Supporters and oppo- 
nents of the treaty have both made their viewpoints known, 
with the supporters tending to use the state-owned media 
to propagate their views and the opponents relying more on ' 
private gatherings and personal meetings to explain their 
objections. 

A preliminary assessment of events during the past two 
months suggests that the negative domestic and regional 
consequences of the peace accord have been as great as the 
positive ones. In a relatively small country such as ours that 
values the concepts of personal courage, diplomatic hones- 
ty, national unity and political democratisation, it seems to 
me imperative that we discuss the interim balance sheet of 
the peace treaty in a manner that would further promote 
these four attributes that are often and .rightly associated 
with Jordan and its leadership . I would make several 
points in this regard. 

Short-term damage control should be a top national 
priority today in view of the damage that was done t<J 
aspects of Jordan's credibility fn two ways: the lack of 
democratic consultation and debate among ail Jordanians 
and their constitutional parliamentary representatives dur- 
ing the negotiating process, and the fact that we went ahead 
alone and signed a separate peace accord after spending the 
last several decades resolutely affirming that we would 
never do such a thing. The damage that has occured is real 
but not catastrophic; the more serious danger might arise 
from allowing recent political tendencies to perpetuate 
themselves, especially the tendency to muffle public debate 
about major political issues. 

The resignation of Senator Ahmad Obeidat, in this 
respect, is a bad sign, a political act somehow incongruous 
with and unworthy of our contemporary Jordanian inclina- 
tion to administer greater, rather than lesser, doses of 
democratisation. Why should a senator resign if he 
disagrees with aspects of the government's policy? Is it not 
his job to speak honestly about proposed government 
policies? What are the meaning, credibility and value of 
our Senate and our entire parliamentary process if a 
respected scion of the Jordanian political establishment — 
and the godfather of the National Charter — must pay the 
heavy price of resignation for honestly expressing his 
views? If a person of Ahmad Obeidat’s stature cannot 
survive political dissent, what is the fate of smaller fish? 

One way to improve the situation quickly would be to 
assure that the process of political analysis and debate 
henceforth b . a public, open process that allows all view- 
points to be heard, no matter how much some of those 
viewpoints might run against the prevalent government 
position or the sacred cows of the opposition. The 
government, for its part, has much work to do to make up 
for its thunderously lowkey and often incompetent ex- 
planation of why we signed a separate peace accord, what 


are our expectations, and how we plan to deal with the 
regional diplomatic repercussions. 

Our government is composed of honest, diligent public 
servants who do their best, but they must come to terms 
with the fact that sometimes their best is not good enough 
to mobilise large-scale public support for their political 
policies, or to assuage public concerns and fears about 
those policies. It is a sad comment on our political culture 
that more time, money, effort and ingenuity have probably 
been spent by Amman hotels on promoting new year's eve 
parties with belly dancers, than have been expended by the 
executive branch of government in explaining to the 
Jordanian people the political causes, dynamics and ex- 
pectations of the peace accord with Israel. 

It would be a huge mistake for the government and the 
political establishment to diregard the narure and depth of 
the public's scepticism with the peace treaty. In fact, it 
would be a source of strength for the government to 
squarely address and accept the opposition that exists in the 
country, and to do two things with it: a) to understand the 
reasons for it, and to be sensitive to those reasons in future 
implementation of the peace accord or in other bilateral 
relations with Israel, and b) to make sure that the 
shortcomings of the past are not perpetuated in the future 
— namely, that future policy decisions are made only after 
thorough political consultation and public debate. 

Some people react to ideas such as these by invoking the 
Gods of "national unity”, by claiming that because Jordan 
is a small, delicate, vulnerable country living in a dangerous 
neighbourhood we must avoid domestic disagreements at 
all costs and maintain a unified posture in our dealings with 
the rest of the world. I would have thought that the pillar of 
national unity had to be national honesty, and that the 
bedrock of national composure and stability had to be 
treaty one another as intelligent, dignified human befogs 
who have the ability to use their minds and the right to 
express their thoughts in an atmosphere of affection and 
pride for all that Jordan represents. The gods of national 
unity would probably be pleased to see more, rather than 
less, public debate and participation when it comes to 
formulating policy. Is national unity a club with which to 
beat down personal freedoms and national self-confidence 
and composure? 

I raise these issues now for several reasons, but mainly 
because we can learn much from the experiences of the last 
two years as we continue to engage in the process of 
making peace with Israel and of developing relations with 
our Arab neighbours and with the -world's powers. Jordan 
will not disappear or suffer badiy if future national strategic 
decisions are made in the same way that they were made 
during the recent peace negotiations. Yet, Jordan and its 
people, would gain considerably if future political steps 
were made on the basis of a more open and impressive 
national debate than we have enjoyed to date on the peace 


issue. 

We have nothing to fear from honest debate among our 
sons and daughters. We are a well educated, serene, 
historically sensitive and appreciative citizenry that cares 
only for the best interest of our country, our people and our 
national honour. Those interests would be best served 
henceforth, for example, by a more compelling debate than 
we have had to date about the nature, dangers and benefits 
of normalisation with Israel. Many people who did not 
have a chance to influence the debate about the peace 
accord itself are now lining up to fight normalisation. A 
similar situation exists vis-a-vis Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions, which have been passing through another rough 
patch recently, or vis-a-vis relations with the United States. 

The manner in which these and other important issues 
are handled will have a big impact on Jordan in the near 
future, because it will send a powerful signal to this and 
future generations of Jordanians about the nature of 
political governance in our country and the quality of 
national life that our citizenry should expect. If the 
government continues to make the major decisions on its 
own and minimises public discussions through political 
institutions and the state-owned electronic media, this 
would only promote greater irritation and opposition 
among a large number of Jordanians who had rather 
anticipated ending this century and this millennium in a 
mode of greater political liberalisation and personal 
dignity. 

The question in the end is not about whether the peace 
treaty wili be implemented, because this appears certain. 
The question is not about Israel; it is about Jordan and our 
own sense of confidence in our own people. In the context 
of a fast changing global and regional scene, the big 
question is whether we are moving forwards or backwards 
m foe quality of our political culture. The balance sheet of 
Jordan today and four years ago, for example, is problema- 
tic. Today we have internal dissatisfaction among many 
Jordanians who feel they are being rushed into a peace 
process and normalisation, coupled with erratic relations 
with virtually all of our Arab neighbours, and apparently 
improving relations with Israel and the United States. Four 
years ago; relations with foe U.S. and Israel were not so 
good, but Jordan was respected and admired by hundreds 
of millions of people throughout the Arab World who saw 
°l?i a ^ fn ? bo1 ° f ho P e for a better future — a future in 
which freedom, stability and progress emanated from the 
convictions and commitments of our own people, because 
our own petyle looked around them in the Middle East 
and saw a frightening collection of autocratic, dependent 
police states, but they looked inside Jordan and saw fob 
spirit of human freedom, dignity and humane political 
governance beckoning them. 


America’s year in 
crime enough to 
scare anyone 


By Arthur Sptegehnan 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — The best 
mystery writers in America 
could not top the real crime 
news of 1994. 

It was the year of foe O J. 
Simpson case and the slow 
speed car chase watched by 
so many people live on televi- 
sion that a new record was set 
for pizza home deliveries. 

It was the year when Lore- 
na Bobbitt failed to go to jail 
for cutting off her husband's 
penis, ana a mother drowned 
her two young children send- 
ing a nation into shock. 

It was a year of baby-faced 
teen killers, sex fiends and 
carj ackers, a time when 
America seemed ready to 
scare itself to death over 
crime. 

The line between enter- 
tainm ent and tragedy blurred 
as debates raged over 
whether former American 
football star Simpson mur- 
dered bis wife, whether 
Michael Jackson sexually 
abused young boys ana 
whether Tonya Harding was 
enough of a bad sport to 
dispatch hitmen to beat up 
Nancy Kerrigan, her main 
rival for a Olympic figure 
skating gold medal. (Alas, 
she was). 

Some days foe nightly news 
seemed to be a TV movie of 
the week. One ray of sun- 
shine was that no foreign 
tourist was murdered in Flor- 
ida this year, after nine were 
killed in 1993. 

Months of sensational 
crime shoved politics off the 
Wit pages and when the 
midterm elections were held, 
it came as no surprise that 
voters opted for capital 
punishment, more prisons 
and longer jail terms. 

“Three strikes and you’re 
out” became foe new motto 
of an' enraged citizenry and 
'for the first tune in U.S. 
history, as several states 
proposed life sentences for 
criminals convicted for a 
third time. The prison 
population exceeded one mil- 
lion. 

Even worse, authorities re- 
ported a disturbing trend of 
the 1990s — a person was 
now more likely to be killed 
by a stranger than a family 
member or an acquaintance. 

A study found that Amer- 
icans glued to their television 
sets were likely to believe 
crime was rising dramatically 
than someone who kept the 
‘boob tube’ switched off. The 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion said that violent crime 


was, in fact, decreasing as 
were crimes against property. 

Tell that to Mario Cuomo, 
.foe three-term governor of 
New York who sought a 
fourth term. He was defeated 
by an opponent who prom- 
ised to restore foe death 
penally to New York as well 
as cut taxes as soon as he 
took office. 

It was also the year when 
the plea of guilty with an. 
explanation reached new 
heights — some would say of 
absurdity. 

Two Los Angeles juries 
deadlocked on whether to 
convict the Menendez 
brothers, Eric and Lyle, who - 
admitted killing their parents - 
because dad sexually abused 
them. 

Lawyers for Cohn Fergu- 
son, a black man accused of 
murdering six people and 
wounding 19 others in a . 
racially motivated attack on 
Long Island railroad commu- 
ters, said they would use 
“black rage” as a means of 
explaining his actions. 

Mr. Ferguson fired the 
lawyers and is acting as his. 
own lawyer. Courtroom 
observers said be seems to be 
taking bis cues from hours of 
watching television lawyer 
Perry Mason. 

Perhaps the oddest case of 
guilty with an explanation 
was the one offered by for- 
mer Minister Paul H30 who 
kflled an abortion doctor and 
■ his companion in Pensacola, 
Florida, and claimed it was 
justifiable homicide because 
they were taking the lives of 
the. unborn. Mr. Hill was sent- 
enced to Florida’s electric 
chair for the shotgun shoot- 
ings. 

Two of foe country’s most 
notorious serial killers also 
met their end in 1994. John 
Wayne Gacey, who mur- 
dered 33 men, was executed, 
giving a boost to the price of 
his down painting because 
supply would now be limited. 

Even prison couldn't hide 
Jeffrey Dahmer, the confes- 
sed killer of 13 young men 
and boys was beaten to death 
in a Wisconsin prison along 
with a fellow inmate. He was 
34. 

The alleged killer was a 
prisoner who allegedly told 
authorities he acted alone 
under the “will of God.” 

A suicidal pilot crashed his 
plane into foe bade of tire 
White House jest below Pres- 
ident Clinton’s bedroom 
while a would-be assassin 
sprayed the front of the man- 
sion with automatic fire from 
a Chinese-made rifle. 
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Arab Christians still leave the holy land 


By John West 

Reuter 

JIFFNA, West Bank — A 
hush lingers over leafy lanes 
and quarried stone houses of 
this picturesque village at 
midday, testament to 
thousands of Christians who 
have left the holy land in 
search of a better life. 

The rains of a Byzantine 
church stand in the middle, 
an impressive monument to a 
Christian presence stretching 
bade at least 1,000 years. 

Only about 700 people are 
left in Jiflha from a popula- 
tion of 3,000 a generation ago 
and Catholic parish priest 
Ibrahim Hijazrn fears the 
community might die,, as 
others have in villages across 
foe West Bank. 

Thousands of foreign pil- 
grims flock at Christmas to 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem 
where Christ was born. But 
with each passing year, fewer 
and fewer of the local Christ- 
ians — Palestinian Christians 
— are around to join them. 

“There are hardly any* 
Christians left any more. 
They left because of the very 
difficult situation. Then what 
will foe holy land be without 
Christians? just a musenrif,” 
Father Hijazrn said. 

Pales tinian Christians be- 
gan migrating more than a 
century ago. fleeing poverty 
in foe Ottoman empire for a 
West that welcomed them far 
more readily than their Mus- 
lim cotmtiyiiica. 

Those early migrations 
eased the path for Christians 
to leave andjjoin relatives at 
each fresh turn of foe Middle 


East conflict — when Israel 
was born in 1948, the Arab- 
Israeli wars that followed and ' 
the Palestinian uprising of the 
late 1980s. 

For all the world-grabbing 
headlines, PLO-Israeli peace 
moves have yet to reverse foe 
trend. Most Palestinians see 
foe political future as unre- 
solved and tiie economic fu- 
ture as grim. 

Khaled Taqtaq is joining 
his wife and children in 
Washington for Christinas. 
He thinks of moving there for 
good. An eye doctor, be says 
he can earn 10 times as much 
in the United States, where 
his son has already decided to 
settle down. 

“Last time he came home 
he must have seen something 
really horrendous with all the 
violence. He said, To sorry, 
I don’t think this is for me.’ 
And I see his point,” Dr. 
Taqtaq said- 

“I hate to talk about ft but 
I might migrate too,” be said. 

In the West Bank and 
Gaza, Christians are now just 
three percent of the popula- 
tion although they are nearly 
seven per tent of Palestinians 
worldwide. There are fewer 
than 10,000 Christians left in 
Jerusalem, down from 28,000 
in 1945. _ 

Bethlehem, Christ’s birth- 
place, became a majority- 
Muslim city of the first time 
under Zsrael’s 27-year-old 

° C j8SS?r*oW people recall 
when streetJJhuzzed with life. 
Aziz Mosa%’ 92, lay on a 
bed next P 5 heater, 
alone whikp wife visited 

their foree?childTen in the 


United States. 

“They went to look for 
work. The intifada set every- 
one back so much here,” he 
said. 

Few of the young are com- 
mitted to staying. 

In front, of his family, 17- 
year-old Ibrahim Mansour 
said he would stay in foe land 
■of his fo r e f a thers. But later, 
on his own, he was franker. 
“Look at this place. It’s good 
for nothing,” he said, looking 
around the deserted village 


i Christians com- 
plain when visiting pilgrims 
equate the holy land with 
Israel and ignore Arab 
Christians. 

For many Christian fun- 
damentalists, Jews are God’s 
chosen people, Israel’s crea- 
tion was foretold in the Bible, 
and the Arabs — whether 
Muslim or Christian — are a 
nuisance. 

“The old and the New 
Testaments are absolutely 
dear that in the end time foe ■ 
Jews were to come bade to 
their land and I with an Arab 
wife know that foe Arabs 
have 614' times more terri- 
tory,” said Jan Willem van 
den Hoeve of foe Interna- 
tional Christian Embassy, 
which rallies support for 
Israel. 

“Even in a human way I 
don’t have any difficulty to 
lode the Arabs in the face 
and say yon have 614 times 
mwe than this Kttie country 
wok* God promised to his 
People," he added. 

The rise of Muslim militant 
groups Kke Hamas are a new 


worry for Palestinian Christ- 
ians, douefing traditionally 
strong ties with their Muslim 
compatriots and spurring 
more migration. 

Christians played promin- 
ent roles in the guerrilla 
struggle against Israel and 
boldtop jobs m PLO head 
Yasser Arafat’s new self-rule ' 
authority. 

Married to a Christian, Mr. 
Arafat pays respect to Christ- 
ian as well as Muslim feelings 
for Jerusalem In public 
speeches. 

Christians say Muslim fun- 
damentalism is helping create 
a menacing atmosphere. 

“Sometimes, very subtly, 
you feel you’re being watch- 
ed as an outsider, to see how 
you behave. It’s a very 
strange feeling to have in the 
country where you were born 
and bred,” Dr. Taqtaq said. 

His parish priest. Canon 
Naim Ateeq, tries to per- 
suade a dwindling parish to 
stay put, whatever the 
hardships. 

‘This is our land. This is 
where God placed us. We are 
foe Christian community that 
has lived hue for 2,000 years 
since the apostles. We should 
not abandon this place,” he 
said.- 

He and many others be- 
lieve only real peace between 
Israel and the Arabs will stop 
Christians leaving and bring 
than back. 

“If people begin to recog- 
nise that things have 
Changed, that they can live in 
dignity, as human beings, 
then I think many of them 
will come back,” Dr. Ateeq 
said. 
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Bahrain says ‘foreign 
group’ behind violence 


BAHRAIN (AP) — The 
prime minister says that this 
month's wave of street riots 
was instigated by foreign 
“troublemakers" and praised 
those Bahrainis who did not 
join the protests. 

Sheikh Khalifa Ben Sal- 
man A1 Khalifa's allegation, 
reported Monday in local 
newspapers, mentioned no 
country as responsible for the 
deadly disturbances. 

However, a Kuwaiti news- 
paper reported that the riots 
■have been linked to Iran and 
the Iranian-backed Muslim 
fundamentalist group Hizbol- 
lah based in Lebanon. 

“A group spurred from 
abroad tried to spread riots 
and anarchy and create con- 
fusion on the B ahrain street 
to undermine the mantle of 
tranquility of security and the 
fraternity of one family of the 
Bahrain society,” Sheikh 
Khalifa said. 

The prime minister, a 
brother of the emir. Sheikh 
Isa Ben Salman AI Khalifa, 
told a meeting of business- 
men over the weekend that 
the riots subsided because 
Bahrainis refused to believe 
“malicious rumours.” 

They “aborted the attempt 
of the tronblemakers and 
those behind them from 
spreading the flames of sedi- 
tion, tampering with the 
country's achievements and 
threatening its stability,” the 
, prime minister said. 

The riots were triggered by 
the Dec. 5 arrest of a 29-year- 
old Shiite Muslim preacher. 
Sheikh Aii Salman, on 
charges of plotting to des- 
tabilise the country. 

Sheikh Salman had deman- 
ded more democracy and 
more jobs for the Shiites, 
who are believed to make up 
the majority of the half- 
million inhabitants of the is- 
land ruled by a royal family 
of the rival Sunni branch of 


Islam. 

Clashes between stone- 
hurling protesters and riot 
squads raged for two weeks, 
mainly in poorer Shiite neigh- 
bourhoods of this island, a 
centre for offshore banking 
and trade in the oil-rich GulL 

Opposition groups esti- 
mated up to nine people were 
killed and hundreds arrested. 
The government says one 
policeman died. The violence 
appeared to have abated over 
the weekend. 

In a report from Bahrain, 
Al Siyassah daily of Kuwait 
quoted anonymous security 
sources as blaming an opposi- 
tion group called the Islamic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Bahrain for instigating the 
violence. 

.The newspaper said its 
leader, Mohammad Ali 
Mahfouz, lives in Beirut’s 
southern suburbs and re- 
ceives orders from Tehran 
through Hizbollah, whose 
guerrillas are fighting an 
Israeli alliance in South 
Lebanon. 

The newspaper also said a 
number of people in Bahrain 
were arrested for making 
telephone calls abroad and 
requesting weapons and ex- 
plosives to use in die disturb- 
ances. It was not known if the 
people were connected to 
Mr. Mahfouz’s , group. 

B ahrain has accused Iran’s 
state-run media of exaggerat- 
ing the riots and recalled its 
ambassador from Tehran last 
week for consultations. 

Iranian media have de- 
scribed the unrest as “a popu- 
lar uprising that aims at the 
return of democracy and par- 
liamentary life in foe coun- 
try.” 

In 1981, Bahrain arrested 
more than SO people charged 
with an Iranian-backed 
attempt to topple the govern- 
ment. 



Poet laments state of Palestinian artists 

CAIRO (AFP) — Poet Mahmoud Darwish has condemned 
the poor quality of fellow Palestinian artists, saying their 
lack of culture meant they would be judged as unworthy of 
independence. "I am very sad because- the Palestinian 
people cannot boast .excellent-singers, musicians and 
dancers,” said Mr. Darwish, quoted by the Saudi newspap^ 
er Al Sharq Al Awsat. “Hie world judges veryharshly a 
people without culture and believes it does not deserve 
independence,” the poet said at a forum in Abu Dhabi. 
“My experience in exile has helped me to improve my 
artistic work and has given me a greater opportunity to 
study cultural and artistic output," added Mr. Darwish, 
who left his homeland in the 1970s and now lives in Paris. 

UAE official drowns in Gulf 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The head of the Abu Dhabi 
Development Fund has been found drowned in the Gulf 
after he went missing during a boat trip on Friday, AI 
Ittihad daily reported Monday. The body of Khalifa 
Mehiri, director of the government-owned fund, was found 
on Sunday near the island of Saadiyat, the paper said. An 
Indian expatriate who accompanied Mr. Mehiri on the trip 
was found alive, it added. The two men had jumped into 
the sea in the die hope of swimming to the island after 
water started leaking into their boat's store room. Coast- 
guards backed by defence and interior ministry aeroplanes 
had searched for the pair after they disappeared during a 
rrip to Abu Abyadh island 34 nautical miles west of Abu 
Dhabi. Mehiri was also chairman of the national hotel- 
owners association in Abu Dhabi. 

Settlers prepare book honoring Hebron killer 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Jewish settlers are 
preparing a book honoring Baruch Goldstein, who mas- 
sacred more than 29 Muslim worshippers at Hebron s 
Ibrahimi Mosque in February. Posters appeared at the 
weekend in Kirym Arba, the settlement where Goldstein 
lived near Hebron, saying “anyone who has pictures, 
poems or writing about die martyr is requested to send us a 
£pv," the Jerusalem Post reported. Goldstein was killed in 
the Hebron mosque after opening fire on the worshippers 
there on Feb. 25. One setder said a dozen kinra! . Arta 
residents were trying to build a cult around Goldstein. 
"Thev go to his grave and recite pslams, they gather in earn 
other's homes trnd tell stores about Goldstein, hei smd 
Kiryat Arba is home to 5,000 settlers, while 500 Jews live 
among 110,000 Arabs in Hebron itself. 

Saddam sacks agriculture minister 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein has 
sacked agriculture minister Karim Hassan Rida after a faU 
hT” farm output . The presidential decree earned by the 
official IraqiNews Agency gave no reawn for 
of Mr. Rida, who was appointed late in May, wnen 
President Saddam decided to head the cabinet. But the 

meeting aimed at imprcwing a^culmre a sector 

has fallen by 50 to P® - nggpeides and equipment, and 

Djibouti government signs peace agreement 

DJIBOUTI (A FP ) 


official signing Aotidon, of leaaers. 

President Hassan GvJed international organism- 

diplomats and re P re ^"“ ment was signed by FRUD 
trons. The peace fe«em< g* h Ahmad and Interior 
Secretary-General Ugure ^ was set up m April 

Minister Idriss Harb Faran. In mid-November, 

k.i th™... ethnic Afar groups. .. fen.M-ie 




becretary-vc.»»« -. D P h pRUD was » . 

Minister Idriss Harbi Faran- In mid-November, 

1991 by three launched * Ml-scale 

FRUD, with a force of 3.UW month controlled many 
huurrection. and by f^^^Snated north of the 
towns and villages m the 

country. 


Russia gains, Germany loses, America should sta> 


By Brian Beedham 

LONDON — Let us try a bit 
of neorealpolitik. It is time to 
ask some hard-nosed ques- 
tion about the past month's 
balance-of- power manoeuvr- 
ing in and around Europe. 

This will distress those who 
thought that after the cold 
war. powers no longer man- 
oeuvred and realpolitik could 
be lowered into the grave. 
Alas, events have shown 
otherwise. The world stays 
harshly real: the calculations 
of international power are as 
convoluted as ever; hard- 
nosed questions are still 
needed. 

The chief contenders in to- 
day's realpolitik are Russia, 
once again in vigorous pur- 
suit of familiar Russian in- 
terests despite its economic 
and social fragility; Ger- 
many, back in its old pre-cold 
war position as the power in 
the middle of Europe; the 
non-German. Europeans, 
chiefly France and Britain: 
and the United States. China 
sits brooding on one side of 
the competition and Islam on 
another, but neither is yet 
seriously involved. 

Who has gained most from 
the past month's moves? Un- 
doubtedly. against all the 
apparent odds. Russia. 

The coming victory of a 


Greater Serbia in the wars of 
ex-Yugoslavia is a victory for 
Russia, too. By putting a 
cousinly arm around the 
Serbs. Russia has helped de- 
ter the West from doing 
enough to save the non- 
Serbs. 

North of the Balkans, this 
month's attack by Boris Yelt- 
sin on the expansion of 
NATO prolongs the frustra- 
tion of Central Europeans 
who want NATO's protec- 
tion and strengthens the do- 
nothing tendency within 
NATO itself. Russia's desire 
to keep Central Europe as a 
no-man's-land between itself 
and the West has also contri- 
buted to the European Un- 
ion's slowness to open its 
eastern doors, revealed again 
in Essen this month. 

For a country supposedly 
flat on its back, that is not 
bad. Now add the geo-politic- 
al implications of the Russian 
army's march into 
Chechenya. If this succeeds 
in its presumed purpose — to 
deny the Chechens the right 
of self-determination — rhe 
Russians will have shown that 
they can subdue a small guer- 
rilla army in one rugged 
patch of the world just when, 
in another rugged patch, we 
of the West have in effect 
flinched away from a small 
guerrilla army of Bosnia 


Serbs. The fact that in both 
places the outcome would be 
a victory for the imperial 
instinct makes the contrast 
even more dismaying. 

How does this affect the 
other contenders? The chief 
loser, plainly, is Germany. 
Of all West Europeans, it was 
the Germans, who were first 
and keenest in opposition to 
a Great Serbia. The Germans 
have also been warm suppor- . 
ters of the eastwards expan- 
sion of the European Union 
and NATO. In all these mat- 
ters. what is good for Russia 
is a setback for Germany. 

If on top of this Russia's 
army now imposes Russia's 
will in Chechenya. the Ger- 
mans will know' that the re- 
surgent power on the other 
side of that no-man's-land to 
their east possesses a lot 
more military determination 
than NATO does. If you are 
German, a newly tough- 
jawed Russia makes a wor- 
rying neighbour. 

And the non-German West 
Europeans? This is where 
things get interesting. It may 
be no accident that this late- • 
1994 period of Russian ebulli- 
ence and German discomfi- 
ture coincides with an appa- 
rent change in Germany's re- 
lations with some of its part- 
ners in the European Union, 
especially with France. 


Both France and Britain 
now seem more hesitant ab- 
out the expansion of NATO 
than they used to be. and 
then Germany would like. 
France is raising various diffi- 
culties about opening the 
European Union to new 
members from the east. And 
ail the leading candidates in 
France's coming presidential 
election, now that Jacques 
Delors has pulled out of the 
race, are more openly scep- 
tical about a federal' future 
for Europe than Frenchmen 
used to be. and than almost 
all Germans still are. These 
things are not unconnected. 

Ever sihee the two parts of 
Germany were reunited, the 
expanded power of a single 
Germany has been changing 
calculations throughout 
Europe. One part of this re- 
calculation is a growing re- 
luctance in other countries to 
commit themselves to a 
European federation in 
which Germany might be 
able to collect enough sup- 
porting votes to overrule 
them. Hence the emerging 
possibility of an alliance" be- 
tween France and Britain to 
insist on a looser, confederal 
Europe in which that could 
not happen. 

The other possible pan of 
the non-German Europeans' 
recalculation is even more 


thought-provoking. In cer- 
tain circumstances, a stronger 
Russia could be a useful 
counterbalance to the 
strength of this new Ger- 
many. So take care, it could 
be argued, not to push Russia 
into "hostility towards the 
whole of Western Europe — 
for instance, by expanding 
NATO and the European 
Union eastwards sooner and 
farther than Russia would 
like. Better a muscular but 
appeased Russia than a 
Europe in which Germany 
had more muscle than any- 
body else. 

And the United States? If 
the Americans thought they 
would eventually have to pull 
out of Europe -r as Bill 
Clinton may have thought a 
year ago — they. too. might 
see Russia as a useful coun- 
terbalance to an otherwise 
Europe-dominating Ger- 
many. Indeed, a year ago the 
Clinton administration was 
following a “Russia first” 
policy, which may have been 
based on just such a calcula- 
tion. 

Now, however, the Clinton 
people seem to have changed 
their minds. They have be- 
come much more rigorous 
towards Russia. It shows in 
their new zeal to expand 
NATO, in their recent deci- 
sion to build up a potentially 


Russia-containing Ukraine, 
in their reluctance to go along 
with Britain and France in 
letting the Serbs win a Grea- 
ter Serbia. 

Mr. Clinton may have be- 
come more rigorous toward: 
Russia because he now think: 
that the United States car 
and should stay in .Europe 
that, if it does, it can provide, 
the necessary counterweight 
to Germany; and that Russii| 
is therefore no longer needet j 
for that purpose. If the newl; 
powerful Republicans tak« 
the same line, this amounts u 
a radical change in the pros 
peels for the 21st century. 

Some of this is speculation 
but most of it is not. If yo 
peer through the mists, yo 
begin to discern the loomin 
shapes of tomorrow's worU 

Note, in particular, on 
looming fact. It is not nece: 
sary to choose between 
Europe presided over b 
Germany and a Europe i 
which a clumsy new Russia 
the only available countc 
poise to Germany. If Ante 
ica stays in Europe, it can <1 
a much better and widi 
balancing job. To most pc» 
pie between Vancouver ar 
Vladivostok, that will sec 
the sensible way to veptu 
into the new century. 
International Herald 77 
bune. 


After the nuclear 
party, cleaning up 
isn’t optional 


By Jessica Mathews 

WASHINGTON — The 
ghosts of weapons program- 
mes past are rattling their 
chains louder and louder. 
Tonnes of uranium and plu- 
tonium scattered at sites 
around the United States and 
the former Soviet Union are 
rusting, corroding, leaking, 
migrating, concentrating into 
critical masses, threatening to 
explode and spreading under- 
ground into rivers and water 
-supplies. Most immediately 
■damgcrqqs^. em>ugh material 
to"make thousands of bombs 
is vulnerable to theft in Rus- 
ria. 

It will take decades, and 
tens of hundreds of billions of 
dollars, before the ratfio ac- 
tive wastes and fissile mate- 
rials around today are per- 
manently contained or dis- 
posed of. As material efis- 
perses and storage facilities 
age and degrade, the task 
gets harder. 

And as more weapons are 
dismantled, and plutonium 
production in Russia con- 
tinues, the amount of mate- 
rial to contend with continues 
to grow. So does the frustra- 
tion with having to spend 
today’s tight money on 
yesterday’s problems. 

Overeager budget cutters 
in the United States, eyeing 
the large cleanup program- 
mes at the Pentagon aiul the 
Department of Energy, 
would like to see them as 
dispensable, environmental 
frills. They could not be more 
wrong. These programmes 
are addressing real threats 
that will only become more 
dangerous and more expen- 
sive as time passes. 

Ironically, cuts are being 
proposed just as an explosive 
new Energy Department re- 
port concludes that previous 
budget cuts are partly to 
blame for the present hazards 
at half a dozen U.S. sites, 
particularly Rocky Flats, just 
outside Denver. 

Big as the American nuc- 
lear challenge is, it is dwarfed 
by environmental and secur- 
ity rides in Russia. 

The latest horror to be 
added to a steadily growing 
list is the recent revelation 
that for decades radioactive 
waste was secretly disposed 
of in Russia by pumping it 
directly into the ground, con- 
travening international prac- 
tice and Soviet claims. The 
contamination has spread far 
beyond the injection sites, 
and experts are now debating 
whether it will remain a local 
threat or become a national 
or even an international one. 

But the largest and most 
immediate nuclear threat 
comes from theft. Dozens of 
facilities in Russia, inchiding 
many outside the military 
establishment, bold large 
quantities of highly enriched 
uranium and plutonium. 
There is no national inven- 
tory of these weapons mate- 
rials. Even an individual 
feriEty may have no idea how 
many bombs' worth are pre- 
sent, and therefore no way of 
knowing if material dis- 
appears. 

Americans wbo have vi- 
sited some of the major rivi- 
lian sites describe single, easi- 
ly surmountable fences, ab- 


sent or easily disabled 
alarms, and padlocks that any 
seif-respecting bicycle thief 
could cut. 

The absolute basics of 
physical security are missing. 
There are no cameras or mo- 
tion detectors, no double 
fencing and no radiation 
monitors at the exits. These 
are facilities were workers 
regularly go unpaid for 
months in a society where 
organised crime is 
flourishing. 

Many rook misplaced com- 
foithom^, fact that toe 
sma#ambv£t - of* smuggled 
phitbflium seized in Germany 
last summer apparently came 
from a civilian, and not a 
military, facility. There are 
no grounds for doing so. Rus- 
sian civilian facilities contain 
more than enough weapons- 
usable uranium and pluto- 
nium to supply all the world’s 
potential buyers through the 
theft of even a minute frac- 
tion. 

Military facilities hold 
more fissile material, but civi- 
lian facilities probably pose 
the greater threat. 

While Bonn saw to it that 
its arrest produced global 
headlines, Moscow and 
Washington appear to have 
tacitly cooperated to keep 
news of several much larger 
seizures in Russia quiet. - 

In one of these, a janitor 
reportedly walked out of a 
plant wearing an industrial 
mitten stuffed with three 
kilogrammes of highly en- 
riched uranium, which he 
kept in his refrigerator while 
making further plans. The 
facility reportedly discovered 
the theft by noticing the mis- 
sing janitor, not the missing 
material. How many other 
thefts, one has to wonder, 
have not been caught? 

The Clinton administra- 
tion, with funding through 
the bipartisan Nunn-Lugar 
initiative, has achieved some 
notable successes in reducing 
nuclear threats in the former 
Soviet Union. Agreements 
with Kazakhstan, Belarus 
and Ukraine should mean 
having one nuclear state to 
deal with rather than four. 
Weapons are being disman- 
tled and information ex- 
changed on where and how 
each side will store the result- 
ing plutonium. Both coun- 
tries have agreed to ban 
further production of pluto- 
nium for weapons use. 

Yet not enough is being 
done to safe-guard weapons-- 
usable material, and the 
funds for what has been 
started are drying up. Anti- 
cipating cuts in Nunn-Lugar 
funding next year, the De- 
partment of Defence is prop- 
osing to drop the physical 
security and export control 
programmes in order to pro- 
tect what it sees as its core 
interest in weapons disman- 
tlement. It wants, too, to 
fond off the criticism that the 
Pentagon should not do any- 
thing that is not strictly milit- 
ary. 

The writer is a senior fellow 
at the Count H on Foreign 
Relations. This article is re- 
printed froi d The Washing- 
ton Post 


Parrot smugglers find Spain soft tone! 


By Gideon Long 

Reuter 

MADRID — Silver parrots 
do not come cheap in Mad- 
rid's rastro market. 

A vendor on the sordid 
street where caged canaries 
are piled high among sawdust 
and unwanted puppies asks 
70,000 pesetas ($450) a bird 
and will not haggle. 

“They're from Guinea," 
she says. “It costs money to 
bring them all that way." 

She will not say how the 
parrots — protected under 
international treaty — come 
to be in the rastro, but Span- 
ish conservationists know the 
routes well. 

Sailors smuggle them in on 
limber ships from the rain- 
forests of Gabon and Guinea. 
At Spain’s—SQuthem ports 
they sell rhemlo~ waiting trad” 
ers who truck them to Madrid 
and all points north. 

“Well over half of the birds 
you see down the rastro are 
banned for sale,” said Juan 
Creado of the Spanish 
Ornithological Society 
(SEO), which in reoenf years 
has rescued scores of rare 
birds from the sprawling Sun- 
day market. 

The trade is truly interna- 
tional and the scribbled signs 
pinned to the cages are de- 
signed to entice; “Crimson 
Bengalis” from India, 
Jamaican ‘Buttercup canar- 
ies' and ‘African song birds' 
from Senegal. 

A passing couple stop to 
buy a pair of sleek grey 
“Capuchin canaries” from 
Sumatra, each small enough 
to be cupped in the palm of a 
hand. 


At 2,000 pesetas ($15) a 
pair, the tiny birds are among 
the cheapest on offer. 

The treaty which in theory 
protects these birds dates 
back to 1973 when a cluster 
of countries put their names 
to rites, the Convention on 
International Trade in En- 
dangered Species (CITES), 
of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(WFF). 

The number of signatories 
has since grown to 125. 

But Spain dragged its feet 
in signing and in the eight 
years since it did, the SEO 
says it has failed to introduce 
a single scrap of legislation to 
enforce die treaty. 

Endangered birds have to 
rely for protection on the 
country's contraband law 
which conservationists say is 
-plainly not designed tq^tamp 
out traffic in live animate. 

In Spain, they point out,' 
the trafficking of macaws and 
parakeets is not much diffe- 
rent from that of fake Rolex 
watches. 

‘Tv e been working with 
CITES since it started here 
and I now no longer believe 
the authorities are serious ab- 
out it,” Miguel Angel Vala- 
darez of the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) said. 

“I’ve been listening to their 
excuses since 19S6. Eight 
years and there's still no leg- 
islation on the table." 

The government acknow- 
ledges the contraband law 
contains loopholes but says 
they are at last being 
addressed. 

“The contraband law is 
fine as far as sanctioning is 
concerned but the develop- 
ment of CITES means mod- 


ifications do need to be made 
to ensure it is enforced.'* a 
government spokeswoman 
told Reuters. 

“Right now we have a plan 
to modify it. It's been 
approved by ministers and 
should pass through parlia- 
ment soon. As it's a technical 
change to an existing law it 
shouldn't be delayed." 

The government points out 
illegally imported birds can 
be — and are — seized under 
existing laws. 

Over the years customs 
officials have found species 
wrapped in shirts inside suit- 
cases, hidden in die false 
bottoms of travel bags, en- 
closed within welded metal 
cages and stuffed in their 
dozens inside cardboard post- 
er-tubes. • ' * 

But the WWF says many 
birds are openly brought in to 
Spain on false dociime'nts and ' ' 
as there are no outward signs 
of smuggling they are allowed 
through. 

By the time the irregular- 
ities come to light the birds 
are long gone, shipped on to 
more lucrative European 
markets. 

"We need legislation to 
differentiate -between the 
traffic of animals and the 
traffic of contraband goods. 
We need greater awareness 
amonj* customs police as to 
the birds they are dealing 
with and we need a stiffer 
fines system," Mr. Valadarez 
said. 

"CITES is a marvellous 
treaty on paper but if mem- 
ber countries don't act on it, 
what use is it?" 

Not suprisingly given the 
methods employed by lives- 


tock traffickers, many bir< 
die en route to Spain. 

“For every two birds so 
in the rastro another five w 
have died.” Mr. Val'adar 
estimated. 

But the business is t 
enough to allow for a ft 
losses at sea. Illegal trade 
animals lags behind on 
arms and drugs as the work 
third most profitablejorm 
racketeering. 

Figures from the SE 
' show worldwide trade in It 
birds reaps 500 billion pesei 
($3.8 billion) a year. Betwe 
a quarter and a third of t) 
sum comes from illegal sal< 

The European Union i 
ports more' than 1.5 milli 
wild birds annually and ii 
number is thought to > 
•rising. 

Spain buys in half a milli; 
parrots each year, purrinjf 
in the world’s top 10. 1- 
majority of these birds fi 
their way to other EU co S 
tries. 

• Those that are rescued il 
customs officiate fade an I 
certain future. ' o 

Many are simply coo. wri- 
te be reintroduced to the Vir 
and the WWF says Spig 
badly needs a rehabilitai 
centre where birds can 
treated. 

The bulk of the cost 
rehabilitation falls.on the 
porting countries of Af 
and Latin America, a sii •• 
tion which ensures birds 
dom find their way baclVj 
the tropics. 

"By law, yes, they she* i 
be reintroduced to the wi i 
Mr. Valadarez said wit • 
shrug, “but this never I 
pens." * • 


King: Time for reorganisation has conn 


(Continued from page 1) 

on national issues. 

Based on the sad realities 
around us, the King said, 
Jordan should continue to 
uphold the principles of 
democracy, political plural- 
ism and human rights and 
should serve as an example to 
be emulated in the region. 
“There is a need for Jordan 
to play this role," the King 
said. “The region cannot 
hope to change if positive 
initiatives are not taken by 


(countries like ours)." 

Commenting on remarks 
made by Minister of Informa- 
tion Jawad Anani that he had 
received complaints from his 
Arab counterparts concern- 
ing Jordanian media cover- 
age of events in their coun- 
tries, the King commented: 
"They (the Arabs) do not 
seem to accept the fact that 
we have a free press in Jor- 
dan." ' 

His Majesty said Jordan 
would continue to uphold 
freedom of the press despite 
the fact that some journalists 


or newspapers, which he did 
not name, are abusing this 
freedom by publishing stories 
which are untrue or harmful 
to the interests of the public 
and the state'. He urged a 
more credible and objective 
coverage of news and views, 
and called for new efforts to 
plug any holes in the current 
Press and Publications Law. 

“Our faith in democracy 
and pluralism shall not 
wane,” His Majesty stressed. 

■ “With time and experience, 
our democratisalion process 
can only take hold, and the 


weeds will slowly disappei 

King Hussein urged j< 
nalists to shun pessimist! 

favour of optimism and ^ 

that Jordan has gained 
respect of many in the in -* 
national arena who are i 
ing to listen to Jordan’s m 
and extend' help. . 

Commenting on pho 
cartoons and news repOn ^ 
Monday's newspapers. 

King said they reflected — — % 
parity and pointed a gloi I 
picture of the political 
economic situation in 
country. 


Hamas threatens more attacks 

(Continued from page 1) 


“The units of Aim an Radi 
are ready to avenge Atman's 
pure blood against the Zion- 
ists,” he said. 

A source close to the 
armed wing said the attacks 
could take place all at the 
same time, or in two inci- 
dents. 

In claiming the Jerusalem 
blast Sunday, Izzedine Al 
Qassam said the bomber was 
carrying 10 kilogrammes of 
TNT and had intended to 
board a bos packed with 
Israeli air force personnel, 
but a “technical problem” 
prevented him. 

The statement also said 
Hamas would step up its 
attacks against Israeli targets, 
to prove “Jerusalem will re- 
main toe capital of Palestine 
despite the Zionists’ settle- 
ment programmes.” 

Hamas has claimed respon- 
sibility for most deadly attacks 
in Israel this year, including 
toe OcL 19 suicide bombing 
against a bus in Tel Aviv that 
killed 23 people. 


An militant from the smal- 
ler Islamic Jihad group also 
blew himself up outride a 
Jewish settlement on the 
Gaza Strip last month, killing 
three Israeli soldiers. 

Both groups are violently 
opposed to the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
deal which launched Palesti- 
nian self-rule in toe Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho in May. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) said on 
Monday that Sunday’s 
suicide bomber was a police- 
man in self-ruled Gaza. 

Marwan Kanafani, a 
spokesman for the authority, 
said publicly what Palestinian 
officials had said privately. 

“He was ■ a low-ranking ' 
policeman entrusted with a 
traffic and administrative 
job,” Mr. Kanafani cold re- 
porters. He said Radi joined 
toe force m August and bad 
been sought by the authority 
since leaving his post last 
Tuesday. 

The bomber’s affiliation 


with Hamas embarrassed 
PNA Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat. 

Asked about Radi’s affilia- 
tion with Hamas, Mr. Kana- 
fani said: “The police force 
should be neutral. No politic- 
al activity should be con- 
ducted by any of the officers 
or any of the members of that 
force.” 

Mr. Kanafani and Palesti- 
nian Planning Minister Nabii 
Shaath condemned the 
attack. 

Mr. Kanafani said Radi 
had failed to turn up for his 
duties on Dec. 21. 

“In my opinion, be was 
alerted to that (investigation) 
and that's why he didn't show 
up,” Mr. Kanafani said. 

Radi’s political affiliation 
was not dear when he ap- 
plied to join the Palestinian 
police force in August, Mr. 
Kanafani said. He was 
trained and began work as a 
traffic policeman in October. 

Mr. Kanafani stressed that 
extremism could only be 
halted by “increasing mea- 
sures that will give Palesti- 
nian people here the feeling 


that toe economic and poi 
al situation is, much b« 
than before.” 

Mr. Kanafani on Sui 
issued “a dear condemn* 
of this criminal act that 
pened on the holiest da 
the birth of Jesus Chr 
Although Sunday and Q 
mas, it was a normal wor 
for Jews and Muslims ir 
Holy City. 

In another inciden 
bodyguard protecting 
mayor of Jenin shot 
wounded five people Mo 

Witnesses said the shot 
broke out after the a 
threatened the ma; 
Abdullah Lahluh, who 
jected their demands to j 
pone toe auction. 

Mr. Lahluh, who is 
cused of collaborating 
Israel, was appointed bj 
military administration ii 
late 1980s and his bodyg 
were selected by the ai 

One of the wounded 
year-old Jamal Mohan* 
Sayed Abu Bakr, was ru 
to a hospital in Afula, n 
era Israel, after a b 
lodged near his heart. 
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3ECD sees dynamic Asian 
economies set for slower growth 


RIS (AFP) — Groth in 
Droamic Asian Econo- 
'S (DAEs) accelerated by 
ill percentage point to just 
r 7.5 per cent this year, 
may moderate in 1995 
I 1996 with inflation re- 
ining flat, the OECD has 

fbe Asian “dragons” — 
ag Kong, South Korea, 
laysia, Singapore, Taiwan 
i Thailand — are now in a 
rtuous” circle of growing 
a-regkrnal foreign invest- 
nt and trade flows, which 
?tected them from the Sl- 
eets of the recent OECD 
sssion, it said. They also 
nefitted, for the second 
nr in a row, from strong 
wth in major Asian eco- 
mies moving towards more 
trket-oriented structures, 
particular China, but also 
iia and Vietnam, the Orga- 
ation for Economic Coop- 
ttion and Development 
ECD) reported. 

Export demand from the 
lited States and the 
ianese yen’s sharp rise, 
idi made DAE exports 
re competitive on the in- 
lational scene, also contri- 
ed to the DAE's con- 
led brisk expansion. 
Ihina’s economy, ese ti- 
ed to have grown at a 
ith taking pace of nearly 


12 per cent after just over 13 
per cent in 1993, should also 
slow down gradually over the 
next two years, the OECD 
said in its semi-annual Eco- 
nomic Outlook. 

But the Chinese economy 
*’may have difficulty achiev- 
ing a ‘soft landing* in which 
both real growth and infla- 
tion fall to single-digit rates, 1 ' 
the report said. 

Efforts to cool off the over- 
heated economy, which saw 
gross investment soaring 40 
per cent year-on-year in the 
first eight months, were tak- 
ing their time because au- 
thorities feared “risks of so- 
da! unrest” as a result of 
monetary tightening, it 
added. 

But it said measures taken 
by Chinese authorities to rein 
in credit and curb inflation 
were beginning to have an 
impact. 

Inflation, which hit a five- 
year high of 25 per cent in 
August, might average just 
under 22 per cent for 1994 as 
a whole. 

But it should gradually 
slow fo around 11 per cent by 
1996, with growth likely to 
fall off to a rate of around 9.5 
per cent, the OECD said. 

Slower Chinese growth 
“will have an adverse impact 


on the DAEs’ exports, espe- 
cially those of Hong Kong 
and Taiwan, whose econo- 
mies have become more de- 
pendent on China in recent 
years," the report said. 

However, this could be 
“partially offset” by a recov- 
ery of exports to Western 
Euroepe and continued 
strong demand from the Un- 
ited States and South Asia, 
according to OECD experts. 

The impact of the U.S. 
recovery on activity in the 
DAEs was smaller than in the 
past, since their exports to 
the United States now only 
account for 12 per cent of 
their GDP against 17 percent 
in the mid-1980s, these ex- 
perts said. 

Because of comparative 
advantage. China, now the 
bi gg est non-OECD exporter 
to the U.S. boosted its sales 
by about 20 per cent in the 
year to last July, and 
Malaysia and Thailand re- 
corded gains of 30 per cent 
and 15 per cent respectively. 

But exports to the U.S. 
from the other DAEs were 
up by a more modest 8.0 per 
cent on average. 

The reason. OECD ex- 
perts explained, was that 
these countries have streng- 
thened their comparative 


advantate in investment 
goods and other high value 
added products now in high 
demand in China, bnt facing 
stiff competition in the U.S. 
market. _ _ 

The OECD said the DAEs 
now seem to have entered a 
new stage in their develop- 
ment, “somewhat reminis- 
cent of Western Europe in 
the 1960s.” 

Their economies were 
operating dose to potential, 
with- growth led mainly by 
domestic demand, and brisk 
expansion of intra- regional 
trade and investment flows. 

A net inflow of investment 
from outside the region, 
accompanied by advanced 
technology and managerial 
knowhow, was another com- 
aprable feature, with Japan 
playing a role similar to that 
of the U.S. in Europe three 
decades ago. 

However, the OECD said, 
the analogy could not be 
pressed too far: Income 
levels and differentials aree 
“quite different" from what 
they were in Europe in the 
1960s — “and there was of 
course no European country 
corresponding to China, 
whose markets provide enor- 
mous — but not necessarily 
stable — potential for 
growth." 


epal’s communists map 
imiliar economic policy 


THMANDU (R) — Nep- 
new communist govem- 
t, fresh from winning an 
■whelming vote of confi- 
x. has unveiled the out- 
; of an economic prog- 
■ne which shunned radic- 
lange. 

‘eople in Nepal and out- 
wno may have been 
ehensive of the consequ- 
s of a Manrist-Leninist 
mment having come to 
it have no reason to be 
•y more unless the UML 
another programme up 
eeves," said former fi- 
: minister Devendra Raj 
ey, now in the opposi- 
ng Birendra read the 
i statement of Prime 
ter Man Mohan Adhik- 
communist government 
rliament, the day after 
\dhikary won a test of 
lence without losing a 
vote. 

. Adhikary, a life-long 
nonarchist, and King 
dra were arch-foes dur- 
■ro-democracy demon- 
ms which ended the 
xh’s absolute powers in 

Adhikary's communist 
1 ed Marxist-Leninist 
.) Party won a narrow 

- ty in last month’s elec- 

- »ut survived the vote of 
ence with the support 

opposition. 

government's policy 
ent confirmed expecta- 


tions that Mr. Adhikary was 
not inclined ro diverge far 
from rhe former ruling Con- 
gress Party's free-marke: 
policies, analysts said. 

“My government will fol- 
low the 'policy of according 
importance to the role of the 
private sector in national de- 
velopment." King Birendra 
said, reading the govern- 
ment's statement. 

“My government w-ili fol- 
low the policy of encouraging 
the radons! and foreign" in- 
vestors for the development 
of power projects.” he said, 
giving a dear signal that fore- 
ign capital would be wel- 
comed in major projects. 

The government said i: 
would encourage private sec- 
tor industries "based on in- 
digenous raw materials, and 
said foreign aid. Nepal’s eco- 
nomic lifeblood, would be 
fully utilised. 

■’There is no dramatic change 
and I do not find anything 
new in the UML program- 
me.” said Lok Raj Baral, a 
political science professor at 
Tribhuvan University. 

“This programme is like a 
soup without salt.” said Pra- 
kash Chandra Lohani, a de- 
puty with the pro-palace Ras- 
triya Prajatantra Party. “It's 
a repetition of what has been 
said during the last three or 
four years. There is no new 
approach and strategy to 
solving the country’s prob- 
lems except promises." 


Nigerian government gets 
tough with currency black 
market dealings 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s 
military government has 
ordered tough punishments 
against illegal currency deal- 
ers in an effort to stamp out a 
booming biackmarket trade. 

But street dealers in cen- 
tral Lagos still trade in hard 
curency, apparently un- 
moved by the decree which 
prescribes jail terms and 
heavy fines for offenders. 

"The decree is pan of the 
hazards of the job.” said one 
hawker operating close to the 
central bank in Lagos. 

“The decree sounds lough. 
But I doubt whether it can 
kill the black market,” said a 
banker. 

Nearly a year after it ban- 
ned unofficial currency mar- 
kets. the government has 
issued a decree making any- 
one caught buying or selling 
hard currency at rates other 
than those set by the state 
liable to be jailed for two 
years or fined 100,000 naira 
(S4.545) or both. 

Corporate offenders will 
be fined 500,000 naira 
($22,727) and their licences 
revoked. 

The decree prescribes simi- 
lar punishments for anyone 
who charges or pays bank 
interest rates that are above 
ceilings set by the govern- 
ment. 

The new law also make it a 
crime for anyone to publish 
black market rates. Offen- 


ders face similar punishment 
to the dealers. 

The decree takes effect re- 
troactively to February this 
year, a month after the gov- 
ernment fixed the exchange 
rate at 22 naira to the doUir 
and outlawed the parallel 
market. 

It also imposed a 21 per 
cent ceiling on interests razes. 

The dianges marked a de- 
parture from IMF-backed 
economic reform* began by 
the previous military ruler in 
1986 to mend in economy 
stiffled by burotd c ra cfr cor- 
ruption low production and 
over dependence on crude oil 
’Wroorts. ' 

The official foreign ex- 
change market, dependent 
on revenue from crude oil 
sales, h as on ly been able to 
meet 3 fraction of the total 
demand of imp ort er s, includ- 
ing manufactures. 

This has forced many im- 
poses and other hard curren- 
cy users to seek foreign ex- 
change at the black market, 
at several times the official 
rates. 

Haroun A1 Rashid Adamu. 
a member of die National 
Economic Intelligence Com- 
mittee, was quoted by the 
Tribune newspaper as saying 
.that some government minis- 
ters had changed hard cur- 
rency advanced to them for 
foreign trips at the blade mar- 
ket. 


Soaring inflation pressures India’s Rao 


NEW DELHI • R» — A 
double -digit inflation rate bo- 
rers India's annuzi radgei fo 
FcL-rsaiy bat pu: pressure On 
rhe ruling Congress **» 

consider populist neaern to 
win hack s up p or t from the 
poor Congress officials sod 
Monday. 

Ysar-on-year inflation me- 
asured by the wholesale pnee 
jades touched double digits 
for the firs: rum; in ih weeks 
when it went up to 10.02 per 
cent i r. :be week to Dec. 10. 

The rate was 9.75 per cent 
the pre-ious week. Inflation 
has been steadily rising for 
the pa>: three weeks wnce 
Nov. when it shot op to 
9.43 per cent. 

Congress leaders said Mr. 
Rao wa> under pressure from 
senior party leaders to match 
a recent populist campaign by 
the left -c: -centre opposition 
groups which trounced Con- 
gress in three of four state 
assembly polls earlier xhrs 
month. 


■ C omp e tit ive populism ha 
emerged a a senoes chat- 
ierge dial we must coco on - 
t er." Congress spokesman 

Vi : hoi Gadgii u*d. 

Congress* leaden say their 
proHcns had been « m a- 
va: ed try smesagations mto 


cent m August 1991 after 
India launched fiscal auster- 
ity measures as part of its 


economic reform* program- 
me. buz doublc-digii inflation 
returned in March. 


two sca n dals which forced 

Mr Rao bo drop three minis- 
ters from b*> cabin e t . 

Two other mangers res- 
igned m process ayfost Mr. 
Rao s haodUng of she scan- 
dais. 

Analysts and eooooausu 
sakl rising inflation could 
emerge as a major factor in 
the oexs round of state polls 
in Maharashtra, Gujarat. 
Bihar, Onssa and Manipur m 
February, before rhe budget 
is presealed mi Feb. 28, 
Hie lowest inflation rate 
recorded m the current fiscal 
war which ends m March was 
S T? per cent in October Ii 
reached a high of 11.15 per 
cem tn Apni 

Inflation felt from 17 per 


A 5.4 per cent inflation 
rare in chc wock to July W, 
iV*U. was the lowest m four 
years. 

“India ha* suffered (torn 
higher rates of inflation tn (he 
last three of 3 V4 years. If you 
take longer periods »t has 
suffered smglc-digit inflation. 
So the present rate hurt- 
ful.” said $. L Rao. director- 
general of the Independent 
National Council of Appbed 
Economic Research. 

“Inflation hum the poor 
Elections have been fought 
on it. It is not surprising three 
are coming to the fore,” Mr 
Rao sad. 

Ashok Mitra. an economist 
and a deputy of the Com- 
munis* Partv of India (Man- 
etc), said: “the ongoing liber- 
absaoon has only benefited 


the people who have been 
making money in the s%»« 
The inflation raw ‘'f 
further and tt will tie diffn uu 
io cover ii." 

(‘ongresv dccnW L*-* week 
io offer what »i called two »u 
three “appealing" prom*** 
to voters in a new fnanitrvi*-* 
before the five Mate elec- 
tions. it w»> not immefoxtrU 
cleat what the promoe* were 

The Hindu nalumah'i 

Bharatiya Janata Pam IfclPl 
Hud CYntgcns could not con- 
trol inflation. 

“The inflation rale writ te 
mam high an the government 
h» failed rmsetabiy m ns 
ft veal reforms It l»' failed 
muerahU m «wti*»iw»* ihe 
nsejt deficit of the wunm 
said Jav Duh&vht. economic 
advisor u> the HJP 

"Last year the fiscal deficit 
w as around 7 3 per cent and 
it is quite high The court m 
should bead lot a foaral deficit 
of ft mi per cent." he wud 


OECD: Reformed 
British economy runs at 
3.5% growth rate 


PARIS (AFP) — The British 
economy, strengthened by 
reform in the l^Ch, sported 
by nearly four per cent m 
mid- 1 994 and structural un- 
employment was sharply tow- 
er than in (he 1980s, the 
OECD said in a report. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) would gnaw overall by 
3 5 per cent to 1994 and by 
the same amount ui 1995. and 
then by 3.0 per cod m 1996. 
the Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) i»d- 

"Tbc current recovery <hf- 
fen from previous upwngj 
in several respects." the re- 
port said. “In particular, 
there are tipis that strocteni 
re fbrt n* and dereptiukm io 
the 19804 are being reflected 
id a more flexible, teas 
inflation-prone economy. 
Keen competition had helped 
to restrain mfiaooo Produc- 
tivity p e rfo rmance bun boar 
strong, white real wage 
growth has been moderate. 


estimated ro be about four 
per oent and the 
rate” of noefoptoysiest wap 
about seven per cud to eight 
per cent which was sagmfi- 
cantiy lower than fo the 1 900k 
owing to structural reform. 

Overall unemployment, 
which had fallen trace Febru- 
ary 1993, should oo otu i u c to 
decline. Bv t be end of 1996 


the rate might fail to sKghUy 
below S O per oem from 9. 2 
per oral m S ep t ember 1994 
and from a record point 
of 10-5 per e cot m December 
1992. 

Uaderfyssg inflation had 
otetisoed to fall "but may be 
cfaee to a low pom.” and 
wnacuLry aath o ri oc* would 
have to be “volant.” the 
OECD said to ia tix-mooUily 
Economic Outlook. 

An increase in private m- 
roaraenr ad is the outlook 
for empfoymax. and a recov- 
ery of export markets, shook} 
mum growth of production. 

The gow rnw Bcm had tight- 
ened budg eary pokey and 
bad hours short-term 
nses .TbiisfaoQki rescram the 
growth of demaad and pre- 
vent the e cono m y from Over- 
heating. 

pTKttBagforiscsh^iyby 
about three per oem in 1996, 
which would be rfithUjf 
above she nrid-pamt or the 

r n>enmKnt's ttrisx- nmfttof 
&-I.0 pw 

The OECD expec te d that 
tix»t-«eaa rates would rise 
from 5.75 io 7j per cant in 
1996. wmcah g that "con- 
rrollwg iaflathm may be 
po mbk with tower interest 
raxes than in the past, at 
monetary and fiscal policies 
hare been tightened much 
earfier in the cycle.” 


Italy's jobless rate rises 


ROME <R> — Italy’* unem- 
ployment rate has risen 
above 12 percent for the firm 
time since a new s y s tem for 
calculating the foMCts total 
was introduced two years 
ago. the Nati onal Statu*** 
Institute fJSTAT) ha* » ud. 

Despite a strong economy, 
unemployment jumped to 
12.2 per ofcw m (be three 
months to October from 
U .60 per omt m the preored- 
mg throe months. 

The number of people in 
work foil to 19.76 tmlbon 
from 20.1ft mflhon » October 
!W. « nod. 

The economy grew faster 
fo 1994 than tttoauy expected 
thanks mainly to a rapid 
growth m expora u the 
weakening Icahan bra makes 


the Axmtrr '% goods rrteuvely 
cheap abroad. 

But (wmewu say ih» 
growth in eeotiormc produc- 
tion. wfoch *s hkch> to reach 
two per cent m 1994. t» not 
bong turned mto new jobs 
because industnaftsas and 
UmT**m*o ore hesttutmg 
to m more labour be 
reuar of the country'* pobfie- 

il umRsmtire. 

According to 1ST AT. 
b uwerer . the number of pco- 
pie in work ha* not man 
since January. 1994. 

■'With *u this imcftttatftiy. 
UKfostnnfoti and busmew- 
mea art nm fookmg beyond 
the short -tern." sa*d fta 
Saraoeno. dtreewr of the 
KtUn-baaed ftotrtute for So* 
cud Reroareb (IRS) 
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FORECAST FOR TOBBAY, D£C£MB£R 27. 1W4 
By Thomas 5 ftwsor. Asntwenr. Gamod Agfife# 


GENERAL TENDENCTES 5rt apfoc agpotsunreti that you 
lo make for this eveatag early fob mornmg and fore fog m*> the 
BtouMam of work foac b winfmg for yen Keep mined to for 
IpneQod wda of ymw foMtiM. 

fjteSafc^ (fiteeh 2t V» Aprit l*) Y«m on «*8y »* «e*u ugunwan 
today whh friends or tasfoect eosucts fo? tactfoi. Keep uwmcwj 
and pertoosl aifiUrt repanuc. 

TAVRUSs (Aprit 20 «o May 20) Avfodany fougreenrafs wfoeh «My 
arbe hetwere i bigwig and a partner, it wdl nod No* ore# Care tn 
motion is oBoewnry. 

(3M0fli(Mt)r2] to June 2)) A fcflcm mdcww ami «j wtiton- are 

S i io have a daaxroctncai. but don’t ukr tide* and gei ««*» iruuNe 
joy a pleamaokr a e d a fly wifo your nut 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) A good focad and **nc 
b ui in e w person could have a confrontation. Bui don't get voursrl! 
involved or there could be probtemi. 

LEO: (July 22 to Auguut2l)h « important voo keep oai of quainrk 
between ofoers, or you coaid get luirt. find a better way dealing 
more harmoniously with ocher*. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Keep rooted to icimno 
ahead of you and don’t go off on any tangent*. Avoid duagrecmmi* 
with a fellow associate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You can easily argue with 
one you Uke bocause be or she is sensitive. Do not engage m am 
expensive recrea tion wifo dose friends. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Don’t try to forcr km n> 
do what you want or.foere can be problems, so quietly go about tour 
own business activities wifo often. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Forget that private 
anxiety and go after aU foe interesting projects in the ouunie workl. 
State your aims to your loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your persona) and 
your business life are not on foe same level, so keep them separate 
rake care of your own affairs. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 io February 19) You cannot understand 
foe ideas or a bigwig, bur keep tilcnr for best rcsulw IXm’: add 
personal hwovaoaoa to your occupation. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You don't kno» whether u- 
handle some annoying situatioo or to go out u> mteiesimu nc* 
activities. Schedule your time weU. 
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Premium 
hikes fail 
to satisfy 
insurance 
companies 

•trif The decision to increase 
annual insurance premiums 
by an average 33 per cent on 
the compnisoiy third party 
type of insurance has foiled to 
satisfy insurance companies. 
Insurers said the increase was 
not enough to cover their 
losses which exceed SO per 
cent (A1 Dus tour). 

☆☆A famous American res- 
taurant chain has agreed to 
give its name and agency to a 
Jordanian company which 
has chosen Shmeisani as the 
site for its branch to be 
opened soon. The American 
company was not willing to 
operate in Jordan before 
■ peace (AJ Aswaq). 

•irtr Abdul Wahab A1 Zu*bi, 
secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources, is re- 
portedly expected to be 
appointed general manager 
of the Jordan Petroleum Re- 
finery Company. Being 
seconded for the post for two 
years, he will succeed en-. 
gineer Saad A1 Tal who will 
retire. The company's board 
of directors has appointed 
Burhah Abdul Hadi and 
Mohammad KhaHfeh as de- 
puties to the general manager 
(A1 Dustour). 

iWr A court order has frozen 
the deqsxm by the Manati- 
pa/rty of Greater Amman tq . 
demolish some shops on the 
Mahatta until tire court rules 
on the case brought by the 
tenants of these shops (A1 
Dustour). 

☆☆ The number of com- 
panies registered at the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade from the beginning of 
the year until the end of 
November is 4,210 with a 
total capital of JD 
388.919,519. The number of 
sole proprietorships reg- 
istered during the same 
period stands at 6,066 with a 
registered capital of JD 
835,726340 (A1 Ra’i). 

66 According to a report 
prepared by Egyptian labour 
attaches in Arab countries. 
Jordan comes in third place 
in terms of the number of 
Egyptian workers employed 
in Arab countries. Saudi Ara- 
bia topped the list followed 
by Libya and then Jordan 
which had 206,000 Egyptian 
labourers (Al Dust oar). 

66 The Federation of Jorda- 
nian Chambers of Commerce 
said in a memorandum to the 
speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament that to double 
customs exemptions to the 
Civil Consumer Corporation 
would undermine .the princi- 
ple of competition. Com- 
menting on recommenda- 
tions by the Financial Com- 
mittee of the Lower House, 
the memorandum added that 
what was needed was not to 
deepen the recession current- 
ly gripping the private sector 
(Al Dustour). 

66 Mohammad Jamjoum 
has resigned from bis post as 
general manager of the 
Jordan-Gulf Bank. Before 
joining the bank two years 
ago, he was general manager 
of die Jordan Kuwait Bank 
for a few years ( AJ Dustour). 

66r A shipment of carpets 
and mouquette worth $23 
million is on its way to le- 
nten. The shipment is on top 
of previous rales of carpets 
ana mouquette which have 
been well-received by the 
Yemenis (Al Dustour). 

66 The volume of uncleared 
cheques shot up by JD 6T 
million to reach a record JD 
36 million in October 1994. 
The volume was 29.9 million 
in September, JD 31.6 mil- 
lion in August and JD 35 
milli on in July. The number 
of cheques returned for va- 
rious reasons totalled 43,600 
in October compared to 
34,800 in September (Al 
Aswaq). 
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raSMttZE P MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST 
COMPANY'S BANE 


tor mnuur 26 / 12/1994 

NO. OF VALUE FREV. CLOSING 

SHARES TRADED CLOSING PRICE 

TRADED JD PRICE 


ARAB BANK 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
BAN K OF JORDAN 
THE BOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULP BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

BEIT ELMAL SWUM INVESTMENT TOR HOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


360 

65770 

183.000 

182.500 

23771 

104485 

4.450 

4.360 

1200 

4571 

3.820 

3.800 

9350 

52347 

5.550 

5.600 

500 

1495 

3.000 

2.990 

7742 

12368 

1.620 

1.600 

7148 

26140 

3.680 

3. 6S0 

14100 

49228 

3.550 

3.480 

450 

1387 

3.100 

3.080 

121135 

181758 

1.510 

1.510 

8BSO 

14902 

1.710 

1.680 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 
THE NATIONAL AHLXA INSURANCE 
AL-NISR AL-ARABI INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


ECTOR 


194606 


250 

250 

BOO 

2300 


514450 


500 

813 

3778 


INDEX NUMBER! 157.88 
CHANGE : -0.40" 

1'. 920 2.000 
3.150 3.250 
4.550 4.750 


5090 INDEX NUMBER: 138.31 
. CHANGE : +0.58* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

11411 

17379 

1.530 

1.520 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

130D 

1950 

1.500 

1.500 

JORDAN HOTEL ft TOURISM 

300 

1950 

6.450 

6.500 

JORDAN HXMBH MINERAL 

1000 

2080 

1.950 

2.080 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

100 

480 

4.900 

4. BOO 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

50 

157 

3.140 

3.140 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

1300 

3107 

2.410 

2.390 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

10100 

13636 

1.370 

1.350 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

2BS0 

3382 

1.220 

. 1.190 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

1000 

1045 

1.050 

1.030 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

730 

8995 

11.950 

12.550 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST ft COMMODORE HOTELS 

14750 

35344 

2.430 

2.390 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT ft EDUCATION 

4450 

15429 

3.410 

3.500 


SERVICE’S 


SECTOR 


49341 


104933 INDEX NUMBER: 131.26 
CHANGE : +0.49* 


A3TAKQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

100 

128 

1.290 

1.280 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

4481 

12870 

2.890 

2.870 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

11100 

3204S 

2.830 

2.900 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REF IN ART 

410 

3817 

9.320 

9.300 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

10674 

82704 

7.870 

7.750 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

12800 

66536 

5.330 

5.110 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

362 

5643 

15.750 

15.600 

RAPIA INDUSTRIES 

2250 

6069 

. 2.7S0 

2.690 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT ft INVESTMENT 

21800 

354363 

16.600 

16.200 

ARAB INVESTMENT ft INBRNATXONAL TRADE 

6100 

5980 

.990 

.970 

ARAB ALUKXNXUK INDUSTRY 

1375 

9414 

6.900 

6.850 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

10800 

9849 

.930 

.910 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING ft TRADING 

1650 

2252 

1.370 

1.360 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

200 

831 

4.250 

4.150 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

250 

383 

1.560 

1.530 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

200 

830 

4.300 

4. ISO 

■ ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

500 

2065 

4.350 

4.130 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES ft HATCH/JZMCO 

9850 

8101 

.830 

.830 

JORDAN SOLPBD-CHEXICALS 

100 

1393 

1.990 

1.990 

ARAB CENTER TOR PHARM. 6 CHEMICALS 

200 

552 

2.760 

2.760 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

550 

2283 

4.180 

4.150 


I B D U 5 T R 

I A L 

SECTOR 

963S2 

608105 

INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE t 

127.12 
—0, 51* 

GRAND TO 

TAL 


341599 

1232578 

INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANCE 

143.25 

-0.357 


NO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


139553 

180807 


Am i n an Chamber of Industry to 
increase cooperation with Palestinians 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The chamber of 
industry of Jordan and the 
chamber of industry and 
trade of Jerusalem have 
reached an agreement in 
principle to increase interac- 
tion and cooperation and 
hope to sign a formal pro- 
tocol soon, an official said 
Monday. 

Walid Al Khatib, a senior 
official of the Amman-based 
Chamber of Industry, said 
the agreement was reached in 
talks between Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan, head of the dum- 
ber, and Haj Abu Moham- 
mad Khaddoura, head of the 
Jerusalem Chamber of Indus- 
try an d Trade. _ 

The agreement involves 
setting up a data bank for 
exchange of information be- 
tween the two sides and the 
A mman Chamber of Industry 
extending training to officials 
of the Jerusalem chamber. 


Mr. Khatib told the Jordan 
Times. 

“The two sides hope to 
bold further detailed discus- 
sions and identify specific 
areas of cooperation before 
signing a formal accord at the 
earliest posable date.” he 
said. 

The chambers of industry 
and trade of Nablus as well as 
the Gaza Strip are also in- 
terested in entering a similar 
agreement with the Jorda- 
nian chamber of industry, 
which will follow up on the 
issue soon, Mr. Khatib said. 

A statement issued by Mr. 
Abu Hassan and Mr. Khad- 
doura expressed confidence 
that cooperation between 
their organisations would 
“help the national economic 
interests” of both sides. 

hi practical terms, coop- 
eration between Jordanian 
and Palestinian chambers of 
commerce and industry and 
other business organisations 
is expected to further the 
quest of both sides to adv- 


ance economic links, particu- 
larly that many Jordanian 
businessmen do have close 
relations with the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The chamber of industry 
and commerce of Jerusalem, 
established in the 1920s, is 
one of the oldest such orga- 
nisations in the region but its 
activities were largely cur- 
tailed by Israel after the Jew- 
ish state occupied the terri- 
tories in the 1967 war. 

Hie organisation, which 
covers Arab East Jerusalem 
and its environs, assumed a 
higher significance, after the 
implemeotion of Palestinian 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho ahead of the rest 
of the West Bank. 

However, it was not im- 
mediately dear how coopera- 
tion between the chambers of 
commerce and industry 
would draw from a still un- 
ratified agreement on econo- 
mic cooperation covering 
trade and business links as 
well as monetary and banking 


relations between Jordan and 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA), which is run- 
ning self-rule in the territor- 
ies. 

It is known that the PNA is 
seeking to draw from Jorda- 
nian expertise in industry and 
trade since it sees such links 
as key to developing the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, parti- 
cularly in view of toe rela- 
tions between Jordanian 
businessmen and industries 
and the territories. 

According to reports, 
Palestinian businessmen are 
keen to set up close links with 
their Jordanian counterparts 
whom they see as having an 
edge on Israeli companies in 
doing business with the 
Palestinian market. 

But the self-rule authority 
is seen to be trying to limit 
cooperation with Jordan to 
trade and industry in selected 
areas without specific agree- 
ments on other issues or in- 
sisting or. its own approach to 
such issues. 


China to cut 2m civil 
service posts in 1995 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
has announced plans to cut a 
further two milli on civil ser- 
vice jobs next year, despite 
fierce grassroots opposition 
to streamlining the country’s 
elephantine bureaucracy. 

According to Personnel 
Minister Song Defu, the mor- 
re than two million job cuts 
will affect all government 
offices as well as the coun- 
try's 1.3 million state- 
subsidised institutions, whose 
workforce exceeds 26 mil- 
lion. 

The cuts, which must be 
achieved by the end of 1995, 
could reduce the number of 
such organisations by as 
much as 20 per cent, the 
China Daily quoted Mr. Song 
as saying. 

’The coming year is the 
crucial deadline for this re- 


form,” Mr. Song said, refer- 
ring to toe streamlining prog- 
ramme agreed by toe Nation- 
al People's Congress (NPC) 
in March last year. 

Amid rapid economic 
growth, China’s amorphous 
bureaucracy has been a not- 
able blot on the reform land- 
scape, with many govern- 
ment departments unwilling 
to gyve up toe power enjoyed 
during decades of central 
planning. 

When the current reform 
programme was presented to 
the NPC, a fifth of all de- 
puties did not vote for it — a 
particularly high level of dis- 
sent in the Chinese political 
system. 

Two previous civil service 
reforms launched in 1982 and 
1988 were not completed 
amid fierce opposition. 


Egypt seeks over 

$2.34 per million BTU 
for gas to Israel 


NICOSIA (R) — The price 
of Egypt’s planned gas ex- 
ports to Israel, a potential 
benchmark for future region- 
al gas sales, is expected to be 
over $2.34 per million British 
Thermal Units (BTU), toe 
Middle East Economic Sur- 
vey (MEES) said Monday. 

The authoritative newslet- 
ter quoted industry sources as 
saying that was the price 
Egypt paid foreign operating 
companies for their share of 
gas output. 

“It is assumed that Israel 
would at least have to match 
this figure plus a premium to 
cover transport and service 
costs,” MEES said. 

Egyptian Oil Minister 
Hamdi Al Banbi said earlier 


this year that Israel had indi- 
cated it wanted to import 
about 280 million cubic feet 
of gas a day for 15 years. 

“There is still no regional 
gas market in toe Middle 
East, so the price to be 
agreed upon by the two coun- 
tries would constitute an im- 
portant yardstick for setting 
other regional gas prices,” 
MEES said. 

The gas is valued against 
the price of Egypt’s Suez 
Blend benchmark crude, 
minus 15 per cent, it said. 

Gas sales to Israel would 
be pumped by pipeline 
through a network which 
could also serve Palestinian 
self-rule areas and extend to 
supply Jordan and Turkey. 


GCC states invest $3.2b 
in cement plants 


DOHA (R) — Arab "Gulf 
states are investing heavily to 
raise capacity in their cement 
plants to meet growing de- 
mand in toe region, an offi- 
cial said Saturday. 

Hisham Khawazkia, the 
Gulf Organisation for Indus- 
trial Consulting industrial 
information director, said 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states were now in- 
vesting about $3.2 billion in 
some eight new cement pro:, 
jects. 

He told Reuters this would 
raise the GCC’s combined 
cement output capacity at 22 
plants to 37.7 million tonnes 
by 1997 from 28.8 million 
tonnes current capacity. 

Mr. Khawazkia estimated 


their demand for cement 
could reach 33 million tonnes 
in 1997 from about 29 million 
tonnes this year. 

If they operate at full 


capacity toe four million ton- 
nes surplus could be exported 
to take advantage of high 
world prices, he said. 

To become major world 
exporters, they will have to 
invest a further $2 billion, he 
said. 

The GCC, which compris- 
es Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
Qatar, United Arab Emi- 
rates, Kuwait and Bahrain, 
imported about 3.3 million 
tonnes this year to bridge the 
gap between supply and de- 
mand. 
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Itaw York Closing Ratna for lltnio*- Currandw Against tfaa 
U.5. Dollar 

Currency 

16/12/1994 

Close 

23/12/1994 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

Sterling Pound* 

1.5605 

1,5485 

I0.9HI 

Deutsche Mark 

1.S1ZS 

/ ,5793 

10.4/1! 

Swiss Franc 

1.3329 

1,3529 

0,001 

French Franc 

5,4235 

5,4525 

10.5311 

Japanese Yen 

100,23 

10012 

0, Ml 

ini r-r si (; 

Euro-Carrsncy tatoraat *■«•* 


Currency 

16/12/1994 

23/12/ 1994 j 

|44«oth(%) 

I.Ytnr <%t 

1-MwKh <%) 

I.Vtor <%) 

U.S. Dollar 

5.8/ 

1,43 

5.93 

7,56 

Sleriin/t Pound 

5 ,64 

1.59 

5,27 

7,62 

Deutsche Mark 

5.40 \ 

5,79 

S, 12 

5.62 

Swiss Franc 

3.62 

4.68 

3.27 

hi* 

French Franc 

5.31 

6,56 

5.68 

6,9 4 

jHoancsc Yen 

2,21 

2.59 

2,31 

2,59 

ImrmA M4 nR» UT anM ^' ■ wrt ‘ h,c 1 

Central Bank of Jordan BaetanH 

IMhn IjnajWo* 

a Rata Bnllattn 
DM 

■OWal. 

** 25/12/94 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.1030 . 

0.7950 

Sterling Pound 

* 1.0259 

1,09/3 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4447 

0,4429 

Swta Franc 

0. 5269 

0,5295 

French Fnu»c — 

0,1288 

0, JZ94 

Japanese Yen' 1 

0,7014 

0.7049 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3 973 

0.3993 

Swedish Krona 

— 

— 

Italian lira** — 

0,0421 

0,0430 

rteiclan Franc 


— 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vlas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings at 
villas, flats, and buikfing lota 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Rm) Estate 
TsL 810805/810600 
010520 
Fax: 810520 


-I A SECURE I 

SjS’LA.TLOTBXJ 

[Swetflyehj 



FlatOTEL 

^•SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


l Pi 

863944 - 816690 



CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogollan Barbeque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
TeL: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily I2&0 * 3'J9 pjo. 
63$ - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Orcle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls Schools 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnigh t 
Tel.: 638968 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
Mb* 30% 


From oalargo- 

20 x 30 cm 


stimrimi » Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


SZECHWAN BARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

typteaS f fthiMe Foods 
Skilled Ofoos Cars 

| Opal II JO- IX i 44P. Mfaytt j 

Take away b available 

Shat AL-Areb Street 
Urn Uffia inah Conrnar&al Centre 

TeL: 861174 

^Onct lasted Always Lcved^ 
O t 1 ■ r 1 =Jr5 




MfNG-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere m Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
\ Embassy Str. near Gaytuna 
Housing Estate 
| Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
TeL: 861838 


sian 

AFP 





■,Iah;i];v\l AVelHVh/Tel.tSVriO l/fo? 102 


l.ih.il \inm;in ■ tir^i cirtlt 
IK \o I \I li"\SsY 

I I I..: 654205 


Restaurant 

llulian - Med Cuisine 

■Sweitiyer. JJ639-4. 


tffiyah 

86 3 9 44 fl 



FOB PARTIES * 
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Opan Dalhr 

OlMeThursdaya 
Burger* + pizzas Petty 



For Your Stay in Amman 

Quality Furnished Flats 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stsy 

5th Circle 
674563 >674551 



Deluxe Villas 
6c Apartments 
in Amman 


V urti.-jr details p.'ease call ! 


REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 
Fax. 864231 







Tei:692505 ,691146/ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 . Wasfi Al-Tef Si 
A&u Ha* conmenal center 
Second floor 













Drug scandals diminish sw imming ’s year of the Chinese 


PARIS (AFP) — Swimming 
takes a bad hangover into the 
New Year after a binge' too 
many in 1994 left the World 
Championships with dimi- 
nished credibility and the 
Asian Games discredited. 

That left only the Com- 
monwealth Games, where 
Australia's massive invest- 
ment in sports development 
-paid off handsomely. 

■Honest toil' found its re- 
ward in Victoria, Canada, 
where "Advance Australia 
Farr” played like a platinum 
disk for Samantha Riley-, 

• Kieran Perkins and company. 

Two weeks later in Rome, 
China topped the. charts but 
western coaches smelled a 
‘ rat. 

They appealed to the inter- 
national swimming federa- 
tion.- FIN A, and thereafter 
the season hit the skids. 

. Less than one month .be- 
fore the Asian Games in 
Hiroshima' in- October, panic 

- gripped the Mutsubishi 

- laboratory in Tokyo. ■ 

Japan’s only testing centre 
approved by the Internation- 
al Olympic Committee had - 
just been struck off the list, 
•judged incompetent to hand- 
le a big international event. 

Weeks of frantic effort up- 
grading the facilities paid off 

* on the eve of the Games 
when the OIC approved 

‘them for the Asiad. 

The Chinese swimmers, 
fresh from their Rome 
triumph, arrived to a media 
fanfare, but a less friendly 
welcoming committee was 
also waiting. 

The 18 western coaches 
-had upset FINA by suggest- 
ing the world body was raffing 
to combat drugs. So for the 
first time, FINA decided to 
act, no doubt encouraged by 
the threat of a boycott of the 
next world -championships 
‘from- the Americans. 

Drug testers swooped at 
the Asian Games pool three 
. days before' the Games 
started and again after they 
, ended. Chinese swimmers 
underwent out-of- 
competition testing for the 
first time and seven foiled. 

The substances found were 
so sophisticated that before 
die upgrade, the Tokyo lab 
would have failed to detect 
them. 

As expected, the Chinese 
women won all IS titles at the 
Games and claimed gold- 
silver one-twos in ail but two 
races. 

But the men were the big 
surprise, coming from no- 
where to dominate the com- 
petition. 
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American Janet Evans swims to victory at toe World Championships (AFP pfato) 


Perhaps not so surprisingly 
in hindsight. China’s chief 
coach Cron Yunpeng had 
predicted three weeks before 
the event that the men, not 
the women, were the ones to 
watch oat for. 

Significantly, no Chinese 
male swimmer had ever 
tested positive for drugs be- 
fore the Asian Games, when 
four were trapped in one go. 

China finished top of the 
medal standings with 23 golds 
in 31 events. Those statistics 
are now being re-written. 
Ten gold medals were 
.scratched from China’s total, 
five of them handed to the 
Japanese. 

■ Seventeen-year-old Lu 
Bin’s world 200 metres indi- 
vidual medley record has 
been scratched and her four 
gold medals returned. 

Along with her, women 
swimmers Yang Aihua, the 
400m freestyle world cham- . 
pion, and Zhou Guanbin and 
male swimmers Xiong Chim- 
ing (four gold medals), Hu 
Bin, Fu Yong and Zhang Bin 
were banned for two years. 

Yang won the world title 
on September 7. On Septem- 
ber 30, she tested positive in 
Hiroshima for the male hor- 
mone testosterone and in a 
subsequent test within 'days 
she was positive for the com- 


plex testosterone masking 
agent dihydrotestosterone. 

The Chinese have denied a 
systematic drug programme 
bat Yoshio Kuroda, head of 
the Olympic Council of 


Asia's medical commission, 
considers that to use such 
high-tech drugs, swimmers 
and coaches would need for- 
midable research and de- 
velopment back-up. 



Germany’s Franziska Van Almadt 


World swimming federa- 
tion chief Mustapha Larfaooi 
claims the integrity of the 
world championships is un- 
touched by the scandal. 

But since Dave Haller, the 
esteemed British coach, first 
accused China of “going the 
East German way” at the 
previous Asian Gaines in 
Beijing in 1990, Larfaoui has 
backed the wrong horse, 
accusing the west of jealousy 
and racism. 

He may be wrong again. . 
Tbe 12-strong Chinese 
women's team won 12 of the 
16 titles at the Rome World 
Championships, setting five 
world recoords. None of them 
foiled a drugs test. But the 
East Germans never tested 
positive for drugs in 15 years 
of pharmaceutically-assisted 
world domination. 

If China’s triumphs in 
Rome retain little credibility, 
others still do. Franziska Van 
Ahnsick shattered the world 
200m freestyle record in a 
final for which she had foiled 
to qualify. ’ ' 

' The 16-year-o!d finished 
ninth in the heats but Ger- 
man team-mate ' Dagmar 
Hase, in a controversial bat 
legal move, surrendered her 
place to Van Almsick. 

Two-times Olympic cham- 
pion Janet Evans gave Amer- 


ica tbe 800m freestyle, the 
once-nrigbty U.S. women’s 
swimming team's solitary 
gold. 

Alexander Popov, the 
freestyle sprint Czar who had 
broken Matt Biondi’s 100m 
world record in June, d aimed 
toe men’s 50m and 100m 
double, to rpatp-h his Olympic 
performance. 

Russian team-mate Vladi- 
mir Selkov took toe 200m 
backstrome from Spain’s 
Martin Lopez-Znbero, who 
denied him at the last world 
championships and Olym- 
pics. The latter collected the 
100m title while Norbert 
Rozsa won tbe 100m and 
200m breaststroke for Poland. 

Finland’s Jani Sievinen 
took 1.20sec off Tamas Day- 
nyi’s world record in the 
200m individual medley. The 
Hungarian, who retired ear- 
lier in the year, also lost his 
400m individual medley re- 
cord to American Tom 
Dolan. 

A world record for Saman- 
rtha Riley m tbfeJLQOm hreast- 
sttoke-<a ndj fiafrKieraiV'jPer- 
kins, the Olympic chpmpkm 
and 1500m "world record hoi- . 
der, in the 400m freestyle, 
provided Australia’s greatest 
ever night in swimming. Per- 
kins also won the 1500m and 
Rijey the 200m. 


Dolphins win AFC 
East by beating Lions 


' MIAMI (R) — ■ The Miami- 
Dolphins held Detroit run- 
ning back Barry Sandere in 
check, dominated .the first 
half and held on in the second 
to clinch the AFC East with a 
27-20 victory over the lions 
Sunday. 

Dan Marino completed 26 
of 35 passes for 285 yards for 
Miami (10-6), which will host 
. Kansas City in a wild card 
. playoff game next weekend. 
Bernie ParmaJee scored on 
three short runs in toe first 
half to tie a team record for 
rushing touchdowns in a 
game. 

“It's nice to win toe divi- 
rion and considering some o.f 
the injuries we’ve had to 
overcome, it shows our char- 
. aCter,” said Marino. 

Sanders rushed for 52 
yards but fell 117 short of 
becoming- toe third- player in 
NFL history to reach tbe 
' 2,000-yard mark. 

“No, I’in not dis- 
appointed,” said Sanders. 
“The .g?me is more impor- 
tant. I'd like to have as many 
• ' yards as I could, not just 
2,000,' but I'm not dis- 
appointed I didn’t get it.” 

. Miami coach Don Shula 
‘ earned his record, 319th 
regular-season .victory, pas- 

• sing the Chicago Bears’ 

legendary George Halas: 

• Simla passed Halas last sea- 
son for the overall wins re- 

- cord when he captured his 
• 325th career victory, includ- 
ing post-season triumphs. 


“We were on fire offen- 
sively,” Simla said of Miami’s 
first half. “On defence we 
held Sanders and pm a lot of 
pressure on the quarter- 
back.” 

The loss eliminated toe 
Lions (9-7) from toe race for 
toe NFC central title. Detroit 
will play a wild card game 
against Minnesota or Green 
Bay. 

Asked if he was dis- 
appointed about not being 
able to get Sanders toe 2,000- 
yard milestone, Detroit 
coach Wayne Fontes said: 
“The scenario never even got 
started. We didn't play very 
well, we didn't block any- 
body, we couldn't pass the 
ball, our offence sputtered all 
evening! 

“We’re much better than 
that. We just hope that next 
week,. Saturday or Sunday, 
we play .better.” 

.“We were just terrible to: 
day.” said Lions safety Ben- 
nie Blades. . 

The Dolphins held the 
Lions without a first down in 
the first half, limiting Detroit 
to 25 total yards, 

Parma! ee capped Miami’s 
opening drive with a 1-yaid 
touchdown after Marino con- 
nected with Mark Ingram for 
25 yards and- Keith Jackson 
for 30!' The touchdown was 
. tbe Dolphins' first in the first 
quarter this season. 

Detroit's Jason Hanson 
and Miami's Pete Stoyano- 
vich traded field goals before 
Parma! ee scored on another 


1-yard run with 5:19 left, in 
die second quarter, giving the 
Dolphins a 17-3' lead. Par- 
maJee increased the advan- 
tage to 24-3 just over four 
minutes later with a 6-yard 
run. 

Tbe lions stayed in the 
game when Johnnie Morton, 
subbing for toe injured Mel 
Gray, returned the ensuing 
kickoff 93 yards of a score. 
The touchdown was Detroit’s 
fourth of the season on a 
kickoff return. 

Marino drove toe Dolphins 
37 yards in 59 seconds and 
Stoyanovicb kicked a 45-yard 
field goal with two seconds 
left in the second quarter to 
put Miami ahead at halftime, 
27-10. 

Tbe Lions’ Dave Krieg was 
sacked five times and com- 
pleted 21 of 46 passes for 211 
yards. He -was 20-for-40 for 
206 yards in the second half, 
but was intercepted in toe 
end zone by linebacker 
Dwight' Hollier early in the 
third quarter, stopping De- 
troit’s most promising drive 
to that point. ' 

Hanson kicked a 40-yard 
field goal late in toe period 
and Krieg hit Aubrey Matth- 
ews for a 5-yard touchdown 
midway through the fourth 
quarter to rally Detroit with- 
in 27-20. 

The Lions’ final scoring 
opportunity ended when 
safety Gene Atkins separated 
Morion from the ball and 
safety Michael Stewart came 
down with the interception. 


LONDON (R) — Manches- 
ter United won 3-2 at Chelsea 
on Monday to return to the 
top of the English Premier 
League, Scot Brian McClair 
lolling off toe London side 
seconds after they had pulled 
level in a spirited fightback.- 

United, making a success- 
ful start to the tight end of 
year programme of four 
matches in eight days, went 
one point ahead of Blackburn 
at least until Monday night 
when Kenny Dalglish’s side 
were playing Manchester 
City. 

Liverpool goalkeeper 
David James saved a penalty 
and pulled off a brilliant 
injury-time save to help tbe 
Merseysiders win 2-1 at 
Leicester who remain one 
from bottom. 

England under-21 striker 
Robbie Fowler, with his 18th 
goal of the season, ahd Welsh 
-veteran Ian Rush scored for , 
Liverpool who climbed into 
fourth place on goal differ- 
ence, above Nottingham 
Forest, who were held 0-0 at 
Coventry. 

Leicester’s Simon Grayson 
was sent off in tbe 82nd mi- 
nute after a second yellow 
card offence. 

Third-placed Newcastle 
were also held to a scoreless 
draw at Leeds, while trou- 
bled Arsenal drew 04) at 
home against relegation- 
threatened -Aston Vula. 

Villa’s Ireland internation- 
al Andy Townsend, back af- 
ter a six-match suspension, 
was sent off on toe hour for a 
second bookable offence. 

Wimbledon’s Andy Thom 
suffered the same fate at 


Southampton but his ride still 
won 3-2, striker Dean Hold- 
sworto scoring twice. 

Manchester' United, 
beaten both at home and 
away by Chelsea last season 
on their way to toe league 
title before thrashing them 
4-0 in toe F.A. Cup final, 
went two up through Mark 
Hughes in tbe 21st minute 
and an Eric Cantona penalty 
seconds after the interval. 

Then Chelsea proceeded to 
score as many goals as they 
had in their previous six 
matches. 


with a hotly-disputed penalty 
after Mike Whitlow was ad- 
judged to have pushed defen- 
der John Scales. 

Leicester pulled one bade 
three minutes from time' 
through, substitute Iwan 
Roberts’s header but liver-, 
pool hung on for their first 
win in six league matches. 

Nottingham Forest skipper 
Stuart Pearce missed a first- 
half penalty against Coven- 
try. 

Newcastle, who have won 
only one of their last nine 
matches, had appeals for a 


BRITISH SOCCER 


Scot John Spencer pulled 
one back with a 58th minute 
penalty and then Eddie New- 
ton headed the equaliser 13 
minutes from time. 

But from the restart 
McClair took a pass from 
Roy Keane to score toe win- 
ner. 

A superb 86th minute save 
by goalkeeper Gary Walsh 
from Chelsea substitute Mark 
Stein ensured United took all 
three points. 

Liverpool's James dived to 
his right to beat out Steve 
Thompson's 63rd minute 
penalty and four minutes la- 
ter Fowler put them ahead 


first minute penalty turned 
down after striker Paul Kit- 
son was upended by Leeds 
defender John Pemberton. 

Arsenal were jeered off at 
the end of their latest dismal 
display, failing abjectly to get 
‘toe better of 10-man ViUa, 
although they were w i t h o ut 
suspended England striker 
Ian Wright. 

Dane Claus Thomsen 
beaded a -late equaliser for 
bottom team Ipswich in a 1-1 
draw away to West Ham. 

Tony Cottce put the ham- 
mers ahead in the 16th mi- 
nute — his fourth goal in two 
games. 


Premier Division 

Arsenal 0 Aston VHa 0 
Chelsea 2 Manchester Batted 6 
Coventry 0 Nottingham Forest 0 
Crystal Palace 0 Queen’s Paris R 
Leeds 0 Newcastle 0 
Leicester 1 Liverpool 2 * T ;. 
^Southampton 2 Wimbledon 3 
West Ham 1 Ipswich 1 : 




Manchester United hold off 
spirited Chelsea to go top 


Fate of NHL season to 

4 

be decided this week 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
fate of the 1994-95 National 
Hockey League season 
could be deckled this week. 

No firm date for cancell- 
ing tire season has been set 
Although NHL commis- 
sioner Gary Betiman has 
the authorky to shut it 
down. It becomes impossi- 
ble to play a 50-game sche- 
dule with a full four rounds 
of playoffs by July 1. 

That would seem to indi- 
cate tbe necessity of the 
season starting before Jan. 
15. Because the owners 
have said a two-week train- 
ing camp is required, that 
means the lookout would 
have to end this week. 

Despite the urgency, 
negotiations between toe 
NHL and NHL players 
association will not occur 
until Tuesday at tbe ear- 
liest. That means three 


weeks will have elapsed 
since the last collective bar- 
gaining talks on Dec. 6. 

“If we were that dose to 
a real deadline, there 
would be all kinds of talks 
going on right now. " Union 
vice-president Ren 
Baumohriner told the 
Canadian press. 'Talks i 
would be proceeding at a 
hectic pace. 

When talks resume, play- 
ers expect owners to take 
aim at group 11 salary 
arbitr ation (players aged 23 
to 30) as a bargaining elm 
in getting a deal which 
doesn’t indude a payroll. 

The NHL has indicated 
that a collective agreement 
excluding a salary tax also 
would have to exclude sal- 
ary arbitration. 

Tbe lockout entered its 
87th day Monday. 



Doping rumour among sumos 

TOKYO (AFP) — - Doping has come to haunt the 
tradition-boun d world of Japanese sumo wrestling. 
“Rumour has it some people among us use rnmde-buflding 
drags,” said Dewanonsm, board chair man of the Japan 
Sumo Association, at a meeting of sumo grapplers and 
stable masters, “ft is extremely dangerous for your health, ** 
he said. “It will ruin toe beauty of toe sport.” Dewanoumi, 
a framer grand sumo champion, did not mention any 


not mention any 


names nor did he threaten to punish any drag cheats, 
accord in g to press reports of toe meeting. “Doping is 
banned in amateur sport but there are no penalties agmnst 
doping in professional sport,” he said. “Don't touch it no 
m at ter what.” 

Merlbel giant slalom off 

GENEVA (R) — A men's Alpine siding World Cup giant 
slalom in Menbel, Fiance, cm December 29 has been called 
off d ue to lack of snow, an International Ski Federation 
(FIS) official said. But a women’s World Cup slalom 
scheduled there on December 30 will be raced as planned, 
the official said. KHzboehel, Austria, will step in as 
substitute venue next January 13 for a downfall postponed 
earlier in St. Anton, the official said. 

Frenchman runs aground In BOC race 

SYDNEY (AP) — Frenchman Jean Lul Van Den Heede 
ran aground just 80-kilometres from the finish of tbe 
second leg of the BOC round the world challenge yacht 
race. Van Den Heede, who has lying second behind 
compatriot Christophe Auguin in the endurance event, 
suffered extensive damage to his yacht and could be forced 
out erf- the race, organizers said. Auguin, 35, holds toe 
■ dvjefaU' Bead- sffbet" comjjetiflg toe second leg from Cape 
Town, South -Africa, to Sydney Wednesday. 

Yekint transferred to Gl)on 

PIRAEUS, Greece (AP) — Olympiakos Piraeus has freed 
Nigerian soccer star Rashid Yeltini who will join Spain's 
Gijun team, die Greek dub announced Saturday. The 
announcement did not refer to financial terms but media 
reports said that agreement to break the player’s $1.2 
million two-year contract was reached only after Gijon 
agreed to pay to Olympiakos $250,000. The Spanish team 
mil also pay $150,000 to Portuguese dub Setobal from 
which Yeltim moved to Piraeus in August. Relations 
between the 31-year-old Yeltini, who" played for his 
country's national team in the 1994 World Cup, and 
Olympiakos had never been smooth. Ye kini bad claimed 
that a “negative mentality” existed among the Olympiakos 
players. Olympiakos, Greece’s most popular team, shares 
7th place with Apollon Athens in toe 18-team standings 
with 20 points each after 12 games. The two teams are 14 
points behind league leader Panathinaikos Athens. 

Parreira concerned at Brazilian exodus 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — World Cup winning coach 
Carlos Alberto Parreira has expressed his concern at the 
exodus of Brazil’s players to Japan. Tbe current coach of 
Valencia said: “Tins exodus could create problems in the 
formation and preparation of future national teams.” 
Parreira had hist arrived here from Spain to spend 
Christmas and New Year in his home country. He added 
players would need longer to recover from a 24-hour 
journey from Japan because of worse jet lag than those 
coming from Europe. Kashima Anders’ Akando and 
Bclimare Hiratsuka’s Betinho were second and third in 
Japan's 1994 goalscoring list with 28 and 24 goals respec- 
tively. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A.TANNAH HWSCH 
«' 99*. TrtmMMSnM 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hohfc 

♦K10 7 AK 9864 2 CKQ5 *9 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 ♦ Paw 2 7 Pam 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid new? 

Q^— Neither vulnerable, $s South 
you hold: 

*K43 7A9 0AQJ63 *A64 
What is your opening bid? 

Q-3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: ■ - 

•Q732 7AJI05 0J87 *73 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

I * Dbl ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 


yon bold: 

*976 9KQ10542 OVoid *&Q93 
Your right-hand opponent opens 

the bidding with one no trump. 
What action do you take? 

Q. 8— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold. 

*7 7X1073 v72 *AJ9532 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South Wee* North 
Pam Pam 3 * Dbl 

Paso ? 

■ What action do you take? 

Q.fi — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQ653 91085 0A2 *1072 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North Rant South West 

1 0 Pam 1 * Pam 

2 NT Pam ? 

What do yon Ud now? 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Presents: A world famed 
movie picture worth 
watching: 

THE FL8NTSTONES 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:15,. 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 



Tbe Lion King 

for children only 
Shows: 1030, 1 230. 3 JO. 5:00, 6:15 

Roddy Piper — Billy Blanks 
in 

Back in Action 

Shows 830. 10-30 


CONCORD c l’ 

CRASH 

Shows: 1%30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 1W0 

CONCORD <2’ 

Mrs. Doubtfire 

Shows: 3;00. 5KX) 


Wfl* won present: 

•; Mousa Hijazin ; 

J (SUM’AA) | 

satirical political 

Hi Citizen I 


Tel,: 675571 

Nabil Ai Wiwhinl T h eat r e 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 


Nabil & Hisham's Td‘: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Presents: 

The political satire: . 

Ai Salam Ya Salam. 

Daily at &30 

Saturday & Sunday Is the 
theatre’s holiday. 

In English Sunday *- 

January 15 - ioasr 1 ■ 
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Sport’s four-letter word 
risks public backlash 


PARIS (AFP) — The ever growing use of a 
four-letter word by both athletes and sports 
administrators is wreaking havoc and thre- 
atening a backlash from a long suffering 
public which has had enough. 

CASH 

The word brought an abrupt end to the 
American baseball season just as it was 
bo iling qp to one of the most crating in years. 

It put a stop to the start of the National 
Hockey League before a puck had been 
struck in anger. 

A sudden treasure chest of the stuff opened 
just before Christmas threatened to destroy 
both the US PGA and die European PGA 
Tours. 

Despite the millions of dollars being paid to 
professional sportsmen they still want more, 
dub owners want to pay less — or at least put 
a limit on the multi-mObon dollar salaries. 

And nowhere has die split over cash been 
more apparent than in baseball where plans to 
impose a salary gap sent the men of summer 
into a frenzy. 

The millionaire players went on strike last 
August, wiping out the last 52 days of the 
season and forcing the cancellation of the 
World Series for die first time since 1904. 

The strike has brought an angry reaction 
from the fans. Sales of souvenir clothing are 
down 50 per cent. Stock values on baseball 
card manufacturers have plunged as the pub- 
lic has quit purchasing collectibles. Official 
1994 World Series baseballs, never used, are 
being offered at bargain prices, with few 
takers. 

The hockey players were equally irate over 
plans to introduce salary cap. Talks between 
die two sides continue but time is rapidly 
running out. 

But the crisis is not affecting just team 
sports. * 

Greg Norman, who earns an estimated 10 
to 15 millio dollars a year without ever having 
to hit a golf ball, unveiled plans at the end of 
the year to create a new world tour where the 
top 40 players would play eight tournaments 
for a total of $20 million in prize money. 


Reaction from the US and European Touts 
was swift and unbending. Go ahead and play 
and you’re banned. Their anger was under- 
standable. Through years of hard work and 
development the two tours have helped turn 
gotten into millionaires. Even modest golfers 
are made rich thanks to the hugh pay-outs to 
the also-rans. 

The fact that Norman saw fit to announce 
his new Tour without even having a word of 
discussion with officials from either tour only 
underlined the fact that there is a growing 
belief that cash will overcome all. 

But, for the moment at least, the lore of 
more millions has failed to tempt the world's 
best golfers to sell out loyalty for a larger bank 
balance. 

Another sport awash in cash and facing a 
crisis is the world of Formula One. 

So expensive has the sport become that 
more and more drivers are being employed 
because of the millions of dollars of sponsors’ 
money they can bring to the team rather than 
whether they can actually go fast enough to 
win. 

Benue Ecclestone, head of the Formula 
One Constructors Association (FOCA) and 
International Automobile Federation (FLA) 
vice-president, keeps the amount of cash 
swilling around in the sport a tightly guarded 
secret. 

He was clearly embarrassed when a motor- 
ing magazine revealed earlier this year that his 
Formula One Promorions and Administra- 
tions was Britain’s most profitable private 
company, with profits of 15.4 million pounds 
from a turnover of 18.8 million pounds; a 
profit ratio of 80 per cent. 

Formula One is the only sport where the 
public, who are being forced to pay more and 
more to watch die racing, are never informed 
on how much the winner of a race earns. 

The sporting public have no objection to 
their idols earning big bucks. But when 
sportsmen earn six million dollars a year and 
then complain that they are not getting 
enough the fan quickly becomes cynical. 

CASH has become a dirty word. 


The Associated Press 

AMID THE CONFRONTA- 
TION and controversy on the 
pro golf-tour in 1994, three ; 
powerful images stand out; 
Paul Azinger’s triumph, Nick 
Price’s titles and Arnold Pal- 
mer’s tears. 

Afcinger was one of three 
prominent golfers who spent 
a good part of the season out 
of action due to injury and 
Alness, a factor that may have 
contributed to the first sweep 
of major titles by non- 
Americans. Among those 
winners were Jose Maria Ola- 
zabal and Ernie Els, who 
each scored his first major- 
tournament victory, 

Azinger’s illness was the 
most serious. He underwent 
extensive, debilitating treat- 
ment for lymphoma — a form 
of cancer — in his right shoul- 
der. His nine-month absence 
ended his streak of seven 
consecutive years in which. he 
won at least one tournament. 

But in August, he returned 
by walking up to the tee box 
at the Biiick Open to long 
cheers from the gallery, tos- 
sing a few blades of grass in 
the air and smashing his first 
shot long and straight. Then, 
in a self-mocking gesture, be 
held his heart and acted as if 
he would faint. 

“All I wanted to do was 
live,” Azinger said before the 
tournament, recalling his 
painful six months of che- 
motherapy and five weeks of 
radiation. “I now join a long 
list of people who have sur- 
vived cancer." 

Another health problem 
was involved in tire United 
States’ 20-12 victory over an 
international team in the 
Presidents Cup, a biennial 
competition patterned on the 


Chinese panel 
to probe drug 


Ryder Cup matches. 

Greg Norman was afflicted 
with intestinal problems and 
was unable to compete for 
; jbe-teannnade op of players 
from . countries not eligible 
for the Ryder Cup. 

Although price did not 
play well in that competition, 
he had a dream season in 
which he collected two of the 
four major tides, went to No. 
1 on the Sony Rankings, be- 
came the first since Tom 
Watson in 1980 to win five 
times on the American tour, 
collected a second consecu- 
tive money-winning title, and 
wrapped up player of the 
year honors as early as Au- 
gust. 

That came in his wire-to- 
wire, record-setting six-shot 
triumph with an 11-under-par 
269 at the U.S. PGA Cham- 
pionship in Southern Hills. 

He also won the British 
Open, which combined with 
the U.S. Open victory by 
ELS of South Africa and the 
U.S. Masters triumph of 
Spain’s Olazabal to account 
for the first non-American 
sweep of the big four titles. 

Other significant victories 
were scored by Norman, with 
a record-breaking romp in 
the U.S. Players Cham- 
pionship, and Mark McCum- 
ber, who picked up bis third 
title of the year in a playoff 
against Fuzzy Zoeller in the 
season-ending U.S. Tour 
championship. 

That loss marked Zoeller’s 
fifth numer-up finish in a 
winless season. 

Deane Beman stepped 
down after 20 years as com- 
missioner of the U.S. PGA. 
tour and was replaced by 
deputy commissioner Tim 
Fmchem 


He immediately had to 
handle an embarrasang inci- 
dent involving John Daly. 
The troubled young golfer 
•scu ffled * with a 62-year-old 
spectator outside the Fires- 
tone Clubhouse in Akron, 
Ohio, and once again ended 
the season on the ridelines. 

Fmchem was faced by an 
even more threatening prob- 
lem late in the year wtth the 
announcement of a new 
world tour. Norman served 
as the spearhead for the 
group, which had credibility 
in a televirion-rights package 
with the Fox Network re- 
ported at $25 million for the 


ported at 
first year. 


The World Tour organisers 
said plans called for eighty 
tournaments around the 
world, each with a $3 milli on 
purse, for the top 30 players 
on tile Sony World rankings. 
Four of the tournaments 
were planned in the United 
States — and at least some of 
them in conflict with U.S. 
PGA Tour events. 

Finchem said players must 
choose between the World 
Tour and the established 
American circuit, not both. 
All leading U.S. players 
voiced loyalty to the PGA 
Tour. 

At year's end, the world 
tour said it was going ahead 
with plans, but no schedule 
for 1995 events had been 
announced. 

On the Senior Tour, Lee 
Trevino won six times before 
a bulging disc in his neck- 
necessitated late-season 
surgery. 

Dave Stockton and Ray 
Floyd each won three senior 
tour titles, with Stockton tak- 
ing the money-winning title 
at a record $1,402,519. 


scandal 


BEIJING (R) — China said 
it had established a panel to 
investigate a scandal involv- 
ing 11 top athletes, sus- 
pended after they were found 
to have used banned 
performance-enhancing 
drugs. 

China announced the sus- 
pension of the 11, including 
seven from its prestigious 
swimming team, from local 
and international competi- 
■ non for up to four years after 
they tested positive for drugs 
at October’s Asian Games in 
Hiroshima. 

There has been no word on 
whether their coaches have 
been punished. 

China has said the suspen- 
sions demonstrated its vigi- 
lance against doping in sport. 


Ferrari connection clue 
to cycling success 


GOLF 1994 

Azinger returned in triumph, 
Palmer left in tears 


PARIS. (AFPj - Tony 
Rominger topped the cycling 
rankings but Miguel "indu- 
rains fourth successive Tour 
de France still makes him the 
outstanding rider of 1994. 

Indurain. only the third 
man after Jacques Anqueti! 
and Eddy Merckx ro win four 
Tour* in a row. got his timet- 
able wrong earlier in the year * 
and lost the Tour of Italy for 
the first time in three years. 

Evgeny Berzin, one of four 
Russians to impress in I9V5. 
led from- the founh to 22nd 
and last stage in the Giro. He 
also won the Liege-Bastogne- 
Liege Classic. 

Rominger. who made a 
Bob Beamon-like assault on 
the hour world record, won 
the Tour of Spain for the 
third year running. His IH 
wins and 55.291km world re- 
cord put him top of the offi- 
cial rankings although he 
abandoned after 13 stages of 
the Tour de France. 

Unfortunately. Rominger. 
Berzin. Piotr Ugumurov. 
whose two Apline stage wins 
helped him finished second in 
the Tourde France, and Vla- 
dislav Borbrik. who won (he 
Tour of Lombardy, are all 
associated with Italian Guru 
Michele Ferrari. 

Ferrari was sacked by the 
Gewiss-Baian team in April 
after saying he saw nothing 
wrong in using EPO. a red 
blood cell-producing hor- 
mone which has the same 
effect blood-doping. 

The International Olympic 
Committee's specialist. Fran- 
cesco Conconi. who used to 
work with Ferrari, is trying to 
produce an effective test for 
this banned substance. 

Ferrari was also the doctor 
for Francesco Moser when he 
set a world hour record in 
1984 and worked with the 
Italian cross-country skiers 
and long distance runners 
like 1984 Olympic. lO.UOOm 
champion Alberto Cova. 

The cycling world sat up 
and fook notice when three 
of Ferrari 's clients, riding for 
the Gewiss team, destroyed 
the opposition in the Fleche 
Wallonne one-day classic in 
Belgium in April". 

Moreno Argentin. Giorgio 
Furlan and Berzin put on. an 
. unbelieyabl^.^hojy a n,d, after- 
wards Argentin announced 
his retirement. 

Berzin may not be as effec- 
tive next year as his Gewiss 
team refused to release him. 
*i don't know HI be as moti- 
vated." he- said when told he 


would be unable lo cash in on 
his fame .with another team. 

Jndurain does not come 
out whiter than white as he 
also failed a drug test for a 
stimulant which fie was able 
to prove was an ingredient in 
his accepted treatment for 
asthma. 

He has yet to decide 
whether to'ride in the Tour of 
Spain which has been moved 
from April to September to 
tempt him. 

“The only definite objec- 
tive i have" is the Tour de 
France." he said. 

Andrey Chmil. another 
Russian." won the paris- 
Roubaix and his 5Kkm break- 
away was the longest in the 
Hell" of the North since the 
War. 

Djamolodin Abdoujapar- 
ov from Uzbekistan has been 
part of the circuit for four 
years now and his kamikaze 
sprinting secured another 
points win in the Tour de 
France. 

Chris Boardman. Britain's 
1992 Olympic track pursuit 
champion, was the rookie of 
the year. 

He led the Tour de France 
for the first four days and in 
Sicilv in September won the 
professional pursuit and inau- 
gural time-trial to become 
Britain's first world road 
champion since Tom Simp- 
son in 1865. 

The road race was won by 
Luc Leblanc. France's first 
world champion since five- 
times Tour de France winner 
Bernard Hinault in 198(1. 

Monica Vaivik became the 
first Norwegian women's 
world champion while De- 
nmark's Hendrik Djernis 
won his third world cham- 
pionship in mountain biking 
which makes its Olympic de- 
but at Atlanta in 1996. 

Four big names called it a 
day. 

Three-time Tour de France 
winner Greg LeMond. Sean 
Kelly of Ireland, the most- 
successful rider at one-day 
classics. 1988 Tour de France 
winner Pedro Delgado, and 
Phil Anderson, the first Au- 
stralian to wear the Tour's 
yellow jersey- 

.. LeMond’s last unhappy 
ride was on July U when ne 
had to retire in "the Tour de 
France. 

LeMond. who won the 
sport's blue riband event in 
1986. 1989 and 199U. had 
been suffering from a rare 
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Miguel Indurain races to a place among the Tour’s greats 


muscular disease for some 
time. 

Doctors are investigating a 
possible link with his 1987 
hunting accident when he had 
more than 60 lead pellets 
removed from his liver, kid- 


neys and intestines. Forty are 
still in his body. Two of them 
are in the lining of his heart. 

LeMond had rebounded 
from the shooting to win in 
1989 when he beat French 
rival Laurent Fignon by eight 


seconds — the narrowest 
margin in Totir history. : 
Later that year LeMond 
won his second World Cham- 
pionship road race, and he 
successfully defended his 
Tour title the following year. 
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TOYOTA Crescida XL, model 1992, customs duty 
unpaid, in very good condition, air-conditioned, 
power steering. 

Please call tel. 637460 


FOR RENT jlee>Uiijj4. jii 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & 9. 

*Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th. Circles. 

Owner Tel» 667862/642351 


Ar gen tin e soccer star Dfcgo Marad o na (ecu- signing a one year c on tract to coach the team 
tre) poses wttk Racing Oab officials Eduardo (AFT photo) 

EnaNtin (left) and Joan De Stefano after 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO LTD 

j^noBnGQstiwiinrHationtoTeiKtor 

N0.40F/94 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
40F/94 for the supply of bore wells sub- 
mersible water pumps and accessories. 
The bidding documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- 
ment, until 2:00 p.m. local time Thursday 
12th January 1995. Application for docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee of JD (100) for each set of 
bidding documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 
12:00 hours local time Wednesday 1 st 
February 1995 

Sameh Madanl 
Managing Director 


Announcement to 
Jordanian Photographers 

The National Committee for Jordan's Week in 
Japan invites Jordanian photographers 
(professionals and hobbyists) to participate in a 
photo contest under the theme "Jordan in 24 
hours." Images should depict aspects of daily life 
in various parts of the Kingdom. Selected photos 
will be exhibited in Tokyo as part of the cultural 
activities during the Jordan Week celebrations 
(May 21 - 28, 1995). 

Entries (in the form of slides and 
transparencies) are accepted from 08.00 a.m. to 
05:00 p.m. for one week. Interested persons are 
kindly asked to contact the Committee at the 
following address: 

The Institute of Diplomacy - Amman 
- TelJ 837916/937917 Fax: 837918 


Wtth~at -least -five years- experience - in— 

■“ Commerce 7.777” 

Gooti^gli^and-si^-haRd-writing-. 


^or-meetlng :-From to-+ WH.-at- 

_ Jordan ian E xpafrla fi^lnve^mentHblding Co 
-.,.Sth_floor T Professional- JU nion~ Bulletin g 
— GpposllfrMinistiy of Industryiand Commerce 
.7 “ ~Oh~2&flr~g7ffr Dec. 

7^17693055 


Quelic 


Union Reinsurance 

: Regional Office 


IS SEEKING TO RECRUIT A SECRETARY 
TO WORK IN A NEWLY ESTABLISHED 
COMPANY. 

THE CANDIDATES SHOULD BE PROFICIENT 
IN ENGLISH, ARABIC AS WELL AS FRENCH 
AND KNOWLEDGE IN INSURANCE MATTERS 
BOTH WILL BE AN ADVANTAGE. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF HIGH COMPUTER 
FLUENCY, GOOD ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS 
AND CAPABILITIES ARE IMPORTANT. 
THOSE INTERESTED PLEASE SEND YOUR 
CV INCLUDING RILL ADDRESS AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER TO THE D IRECTOR - 
P.O. BOX £51297 AMMAN - 11185 AL SUWEIFEYIEH 


I aJLA 
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U.N. review may 
give a signal on 
Iraq oU sanction 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — ■ 
Next month's U.N. review of 
sanctions on Iraq may give 
the oil market a clue on the 
key question of whether the 
oil embargo on Baghdad 
might be eased by mid-year, 
the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) said on Mon- 
day. 

“MEES soundings indicate 
that the Security ConndTs 
periodic review of the oil 

notions in mid-January 
snould give a signal to the 
market as to whether there is 
likely to be total, partial or 
no removal of the sanctions 
by raid- 1995,” the newsletter 
said. 

“Th f e is now deep inter- 
national disagreement over 
the issue.'’ 

In an analysis on the sanc- 
tions, imposed on Baghdad 
for invading Kuwait in 1990, 
it said a large number of 
Security Council members 
believe Iraq has fulfilled its 
responsibilities relating to the 
oil embargo and the issue 
should be addressed. 

But it added: “It seems 
that, while the I T .S. may be 
ready to compromise in other 
areas ;of dispute with Europe, 
Russia and China, there is no 
sign of any flexibility on tile 
Iraqi oil sanctions. 

“It is most unlikely that 
there could be any total lift- 
ing of sanctions under these 
circumstances.” it said. 

But, it added, one idea 
increasingly being mooted is 
a modification of die U.N. 
resolutions pe rmi t tin g limited 
Iraqi oil sales — though it 
was unclear whether an 
arrangement acceptable to 
Baghdad and Washington 
could be arranged. 

“What could be in prospect 
is an intensification of 
sanctions-busting, with in- 
creased volumes of Iraqi pet- 
roleum products surfacing in 
regional and international 
markets," it said. 

The volume of Iraqi oil 
products reaching the lower 
Gulf, it said, was understood 
to b&ve risen rather than fob 
ten Respite mole frequem. in- 
terceptions by tfie U.S. Navy 
in the Gulf. 

The newsletter also said 
the Security Council’s sanc- 
tions committee agreed to a 
Qatari request to allow conb 
mercial maritime operations 
between the capital Doha 
and Iraqi ports, notably 
Umm Qasr, provided that the 
traffic does not violate U.N; 
resolutions and is limited to 
humanitarian supplies. 

It farther decided to allow 
all countries in the region to 
engage m such traffic on the 
same conditions. 

It had earlier in the year 
agreed in principle to a simi- 
lar request by the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Israel sees ‘tactic’ 

Israel’s U.N. ambassador. 
Gad Yaacobi, said on Mom 
day Iraq had made indirect 
peace overtures to the Jewish 
state but he called this a tactic 
to get the West to ease the. 
sanctions on Baghdad. 

“We know Iraq conveys 
messages indirectly to us and 


to the state of Israel in other 
ways that it is not an enemy 
of Israel, that it is for the 
agreement signed with the 
PLQ (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation),” Mr. Yaacobi 
tokl Israel Radio. 

“We also know it’s a tactic 
for obtaining «wing of sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq by the 
Security Council,” he said, 
noting Iraq missed U.N. 
votes backing Middle East 
peace moves and avoided any 
direct contact with Israel. 

“Neither 1 nor members of 
the Israeli delegation to the 
U.N. had any contacts, ties, 
discossions and meetings with 
Iraqi representatives,” Mr. 
Yaacobi said. 

Israel Television said in 
August that Iraq had in- 
directly expressed readiness 
to discuss peace with Israel 
following the Jewish state’s 
interim peace deal with the 
FLO giving Palestinians self- 
rule in Gaza and Jericho. 

-Iraq has traditionally 
Opposed Middle East peace 
efforts and dining the 1991 
Gulf war fired Send missiles 
at Israeli population centres. 
It has given no public hint of 
any overtures towards Israel. 

On Saturday, Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein conde- 
mned the United States and 
its allies for m aintaining the 
sanctions, accusing them of 
acting like the enemies of 
Jesus, in a televised Christ- 


“The U.S. government and 
other Western leaders, 
through their aggression and 
unjust blockade... are de- 
liberately killing Iraqi chil- 
dren and elderly people, ” he 
said in a speech addressed to 
the Iraqi people, the Arab 
Nation, Christians and “all 
men of goodwill.” 

Referring to the crippling 
embargo. President Saddam 
said Washington and its allies 
“are no different from those 
who persecuted Christ and 
his early disciples, and they 
falsely claim to follow 
Christ.” 

Christians make up around 
cine million of Iraq's popula- 
tion of 16 million. Many of 
them have emferated under 
the pressure of U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

President Saddam pledged 
that Iraq “will not bow to the 
arrogant ones’ injustice” and 
“win keep up the jihad for 
freedom. 

“We are profoundly confi- 
dent (hat the blockade im- 
posed by the U.S. adminis- 
tration will be shattered... 
thanks to the steadfastness of 
the Iraqi people and with the 
help or the just countries, 
organisations and indi- 
viduals.” 

Iraqi Christian leaders 
urged the United Nations to 
lift the sanctions in a special 
Christinas appeal. 

“Celebrations are taking 
place, but instead of smiles, 
people’s faces are covered in 
tears because of the unjust 
embargo imposed on our 
people,” said Archbishop 
Avak Assadourian, leader of 
the Armenian Orthodox 
Community, in a Christmas 
article published in A1 Iraq 
newspaper. 


Iraqi Kurd chiefs plan 
meeting to end fighting 



RUSSIAN SIEGE: Women and 


of Grozny late Sunday (see page one) (AFP photo) . 


in the ceflar of their house as Russian forces keep up tbe bombing 


Creation of information ministry sparks Israeli furor 


The Jerusalem Post 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
Sunday created a" 
new ministry of information 
coordination, which will go to 
Police Minis ter Moshe Shah- 
al, who wfll hand over the 
nergy portfolio to YTud’s 
Gonen Segev. 

The arrangement raised 
the hackles of many minis- 
ters, who said that having the 
police minister be informa- 
tion minister smacks of 
arrangements in totalitarian 
regimes. The deal barely pas- 
sed in tbe cabinet; the four 
Meretz ministers opposed it, 
six Labour ministers ab- 
stained, and only seven in- 
chiding Rabin, voted for the 
new appointment. 

The new ministry wfll take 
responsibility for the govern- 
ment press office (until now 
under the auspices of die 
prime minister’s office), thjs 
government publications 
office (currently run by the 
treasury), and the informa- 
tion centre (now part of the 
education ministry). 

At the vehement insistence 
of Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, the new ministry will 
have no role in explaining 
foreign policy. 

Brides the new portfolio, 
Sbahal is to be included in tbe 
“inner cabinet” on foreign 
policy, which wfll involve bun 
in the peace negotiations. 


This is regarded as a signifi- 
cant promotion for him. 

Peres initially abstained, 
but moved to Rabin's side in 
return for the stipulation that 
the new ministry would limit 
its role to explaining domes- 
tic policy. 

The cabinet session was 
preceded by a meeting of 
Labour ministers, at which 
Rabin revealed the job he 
found for Segev. 

Five Labour ministers, 
Avraham Shohat, Binyamin 
Ben Eiizer, David Laba’i. 
Ephraim Sneh,' and Uzi 
Baram told Rabin they were 
categorically opposed to the 
new portfolio for Sbahal. 
They argued that having the 
pob'ce minister also be the 
information minister has pre- 
cedence only in totalitarian 
regimes. 

“This whole ministiy is a 
ludicrous, artificial, and un- 
necessary last-minute concoc- 
tion, ana the public will hold 
it against us,” Ben-Eliezer 
argued. 

The five also did not want 
Sbahal in the inner cabinet on 
foreign policy. 

When tbe matter was pre- 
sented to tiie full cabinet, 
Rabin encountered more 
opposition from the stunned 
Meretz ministers. 

Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand had last week 
turned down an offer to be 


appointed information minis- 
ter, on the grounds that “it is 
something that smacks of a 
dictatorship. It is no accident 
that no stub ministries exist 
in democratic states,” he 
said. 

“Moreover, the public is 
not waiting breathlessly for 
yet another ministry, which, 
instead of explaining tbe gov- 
ernment's policy, will be 
forced to spend all its ener- 
gies and the taxpayer’s 
money to explain why it ex- 
ists at an.” 

Education Minister 
Amnon Rubinstein said: 
“The whole idea seemed to 
have been lifted straight out 
of George Orwell's 1984. A 
democratic society, has no 
need for a propaganda minis- 
try, beaded by a commissar 
who is also in charge of the* 
police.” 

The cabinet had to go into 
a brief recess yvhile Rabin 
unsuccessfully sought to calm 
the Meretz ministers down. 

Shahal complained bitterly 
that he “is surrounded in the 
cabinet by many devoted 
friends who know only bow 
to talk behind my bade. This 
is not Orwell and not 1984. 
My task will be to coordinate 
information campaigns for 
the various ministries and ex- 
plain to the citizens , what 
their ' rights are. What is 
wrong with that?” 


Labour Secretary-General 
Nissan ZviDi expressed satis- 
faction with the arrangement, 
and predicted that foe gov- 
ernment would be further ex- 
panded with the appointment 
of another Labour minister, 
“which will coincide probably 
with Shas’s return to the 
coalition.” 

Attorney General Michael 
Ben-Ya’ir said there was no 
justification for delaying 
Segev*s cabinet appointment 
because of a complaint by 
Likud MK Limor Livnal. 
livnat charted that Segev 
had received money from 
Hamat Gader for serving as a 
'consultant 

Ben-Ya’ir ordered Segev 
to return all the money he 
had received beyond die limit 
allowed MKs for work out- 
side the Knesset. Israel 
Radio quoted Segev as prom- 
ising to return the money. 
Ben-Ya’ir said he was also 
investigating an anonymous 
complaint regarding services 
Segev provided the Hama: 
Gader baths. 

Meanwhile, Rabin last 
night informed MK Alex 
Goldfarb that he is to be 
appointed deputy bousing 
minister. Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben Ehezer agreed 
to take him on. after Gold- 
faib was denied a deputy 
ministerial post in the finance 
and interior ministries. 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Tbe leaders of two rival Kur- 
dish groups in northern Iraq 
are to meet within a few days 
to end a week of factional 
fighting in which at least five 
people have been killed, an 
Iraqi Kurdish source said oil 
Monday. 

Shazad Saib, the Ankara 
representative of the Patriot 
tic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), said dashes between 
the PUK and the Knrdistafl 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
continued on Monday near 
the dty of Erbil and Shaqla* 
wa, dose to Iraq’s bonier 
with Iran. 

“From the . messages Fm 
getting the clashes don’t 
appear to be serious,” Mr. 
Saib told Reuters. 

He said PUK leader Jalal 
Talabani and KDP chief Mas- 
send Baxzani would meet in 
Erbil in the next few days to 
discuss an end to the figjitiQg, 
“There have been contacts 
between Talabani and Barra- 
ni. They will sort it out,” he 
said. 

Mr. Saib said he did not 
know how many people had 
died in tbe dashes, which 
began on Dec. 18. The 
KDP’s representative in Tur- 
key estimated last week that 
five people had been killed m 
Suleymaniyah province. 

At least 70 people have 
been killed in clashes be- 
tween rival Kurdish factions 
in northern Iraq in tbe past 


lospitalised in 11 groups accuse government of violating freedoms Israel wtridTtKg i 

of Kennanshah C7 IT o ^ years ago are , 


three days, wounded Kurdish 
fighters told the Iranian news 
agency (IRNA) Monday. 

The five fighters who gave 
the toll were KDP members, 
who were hospitalised in 
Paveh region of Kennanshah 
province in western Iran, 
IRNA said. 

The five, who entered Iran 
through the border region of 
Nusud, said the dashes had 
taken place in Suleymaniyah, 
Rawanduz and Erbil — 
towns' in the Kurdish- 
controfled region. 

They added that the gov- 
ernor of Halabja had been 
among those killed and that 
Talabani family’s p rop e rt y in 
tile town of Shaqlawa been 
looted. 

IRNA, quoting Kurdish 
sources, said Sunday that 
fighting had been underway 
in the regions of Miran and 
Nazmin, between PUK fight- 
ers and an alliance of forces 
loyal to KDP and the Kurdis- 
tan's Revolutionary Hizbol- 
foh, a pro-Iranian Islamic 
fundamentalist group. 

Another fundamentalist 
group, tb e Ku rdistan Islamic 
League (K3L), had stayed 
out of the latest fighting, it 
said. 

' Die KDP and PUK have 
shared power equally, but. 
sometimes acrimoniously, in 
tiie regional Iraqi Kurdish 
government since elections 
were held in 1992. 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey’s state security court 
on Monday sentenced 87 
Muslim fundamentalists to 
jail sentences ranging from 
three to 15 years for their 
.part in a massacre in which 37 
people were burned alive. 

The verdict and sentences 
sparked uproar in the court, 
with a number of those con- 
victed hurling their wooden 
benches at the judges, 
although no-one was hurt in 
the scuffles. 

A number of journalists, 
whom the accused blamed for 
“influencing the outcome of 
the trial,” were also slightly 
hurt in die disturbance, said 
the semi-official Anatolia 
news agency. 

The court acquitted 37 
other people tried in connec- 
tion with the burning alive of 
37 people in Sivas last year. 

Tbe trial’s star defendent. 


Cafer Ercakmak, accused of 
being a ringleader of the 
attack, was convicted in his 
absence, having fled abroad. 

The court rejected pro- 
secution demands for death 
sentences against 29 of the 
124 defendants, convicting 
them of homicide rather than 
“crimes against the state.” 

The prosecutor had also 
demanded sentences of be- 
tween five and 15 years pris- 
on for 42 defendants on 
charges of belonging to a 
subversive organisation. 

On July 2 last year, several 
hundred people led fun- 
damentalists set fire to the 
Madimak Hotel in Sivas, in 
eastern central Turkey, 
where several leading intel- 
lectuals were staying, includ- 
ing the satirical writer Aziz 
Nesin. 

The intellectuals were 
attending on Alawite festival 


commemmorating the 400th 
anniversary of the birth of the 
poet Pir Sultan Abdal. a 
member of a progressive 
Muslim sect. 

Tbe crowd was protesting 
against remarks made by Mr. 
Nesin, who cast doubt on the 
originality of the Koran dur- 
ing a debate a few hours 
earlier. 

Some of the defendants 
admitted in court that they 
had been in the crowd out- 
side the hotel, while denying 
being among the arsonists. 

Nine of those in court had 
been identified by witnesses 
as responsible for starting the 
fire, which firemen arrived 
too late to bring under con- 
trol. 

Defendants shouted 
“Islam or death” and “Alla- 
hu Akbar” after the verdicts 
were announced. They broke 
courtroom furniture and 


threw pieces of wood at 
members of die media, a 
Reuters television camera- 
man said. 

Mr. Nesin, a Turkish au- 
thor who published excerpts 
from Salman Rushdie's novel 
“The Satanic Verses” in a 
daily newspaper, escaped the 
burning hotel with hght in- 
juries. 

Mr. Rushdie has been in 
hiding since late Iranian lead- 
er Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini ordered that he be 
killed for offending Muslims 
in tbe book. 

Islamists say the riots were 
provoked by both the Ala- 
wite festival and the presence 
in Sivas of outspoken secular- 
ist Nesin. 

The court’s three-member 
panel of judges announced 
Mr. Nesin would be charged 
with provoking the riots, 
Anatolia said. 


Turkish court sentences 87 charged with massacre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Eleven 
Jordanian parties opposing 
peace talks with Israel have 
issued a statement conde- 
mning what they termed as 
violations of public freedoms 
by the government 

The parties said in their 
statement, a copy of which 
was made available to the 
Jordan Times, that they stu- 
died “’violations of public 
freedoms” in a meeting they 
held Thursday, Dec. 22, and 
found out that government 
practices violate tiie simplest 
rights of citizens guaranteed 
by the Constitution. 

Asserting that public free- 
doms were better protected 
in tbe period of martial law 
than in the present democra- 
tic era, the statement said 
people are now making fun of 
the current “tragic democra- 
tic situation and about free- 
doms." 

The 

examples it describe 

as violations of public free- 
doms. It said se cretari es- 
general of political parties 
and deputies representing 
opposition parties were pre- 
vented from attending a 
workshop on normalising ties 
with Israel held recently at 


the Professorial Associations 
Complex. 

The government also pre- 
vented holding a reception 
organised by the Professional 
Associations Union to hon- 
our deputies and public fi- 
gures opposing the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty under various pretexts, it 
said. 

It further said that former 
Deputy Mohammad Abu 
Fares was detained for one 
night and was placed in a 
“shameful” condition, and is 
thus for still “chased” be- 
cause “be talks to worship- 
pers in mosques despite the 
fact that be holds a doctorate 
degree in Islamic Shari’a.” 

In addition, it added, some 
civil servants were arbitrarily 
transferred because of their 
political stands and citizens 
are still being summoned by 
tbe authorities. The tri.-J ef 
chief editors of weekly news- 
papers, whether those oper- 
ated by political parties or 
not, are still continuing thus 
far under the pretext of 
violating the Press and Pub- 
lications Law, the statement 
continued- 

It said all such moves were 


continuing despite the voices 
of protest and memos sent by 
opposition parties to the 
prime minis ter and demands 
at meetings with government 
officials to stop “violating 
public freedoms” and to give 
way to the opposition to ex- 
press its views through all 
democratic means guaran- 
teed by the Constitution and 
the Political Parties Laws. It 
urged the government to 
allow the political parties to 
express their views through 
marches, sit-ins, festivals, 
strikes and the official and 
semi-official mass media 
which they said should not be 
monopolised by parties and 
forces supporting the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty and government policies. 

“The undersigned parties 
are deeply worried and dis- 
tressed over the strangling of 
and the deteriora- 
iii :_ie democratic march 
and demand that these prac- 
tices be stopped and that a 
bait be brought to silencing 
the opposition and any other 
practices ’leading to des- 
troying the democratic 
march,” raid the statement, 
dated Dec. 24. 


Democracy, it stressed, is 
indivisible and through prac- 
ticing it the people can par- 
ticipate in the decision- 
making process and in pre- 
venting political and econo- 
mic disasters, and “thus pro- 
tecting the country and abort- 
ing the American-Zionist 


scheme which seeks to ruin 
our people and nation.” 

The parties urged the 
Jordanian people, repre- 
sented by all its democratic, 
parliamentary, professional 
and labour sectors, to defend 
public freedoms and protect 
the democratisatkm process, 
saying this process was 
threatened by the govern- 
ment practices. 

The statement was signed 
by tbe Jordan Socialist Arab 
Baath Party, the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front, the Pan-Arab Ac- 
tion Front, tbe Jordan Social- 
ist Democratic Party, tiie Jor- 
dan People’s Democratic 
Party, tiie Jordan Communist 
Party, the Jordan Arab 
Democratic Party, the Jordan 
Democratic Popular Unity 
Party, th^Jordan Progressive 
Democratic Party, the Prog- 
ressive Aiab Baath Party and 
the Constitutional Bloc par- 
ty- t 


Syria: 
Israel 
wants to 
swallow 
part of 
Golan 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria told Israel on Monday 
that its security could be 
achieved and guaranteed 
only by a full withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights and 
not by keeping observation 
posts at the strategic plateau. 

Tbe official daily newspap- 
er Tishreen said demands 
made by Israel during last 
week’s direct talks with Syria 
in Washington were aimed at 
“swallowing part of the 
Golan” but vowed Damascus 
wfll never abandon any of its 
territories. 

“Security and stability in 
the area could only be 
achieved by Israel's full with- 
drawal from the Golan and 
South Lebanon and the 
establishment of a just and 
comprehensive peace which 
is based on U.N. resolu- 
tions,” Tishreen said. 

“The honourable and real 
peace is the best guarantee 
for peace and not occupation 
or security posts," it said. 

The official Syrian news' 
agency SANA said on Sun- 
day tiie Washington talks, 
which began on Thursday 
with the participation of the 
most senior Syrian and Israeli 
officials so far, had ended 
without any progress. 

It said Israel made “im- 
possible demands” during the 
talks between Israeli Ambas- 
sador Itamar Rabinovich and 
Syrian Ambassador WaHd AJ 
Moualkm, who' were joined 
by the military chiefs of the 
two countries, Israeli 
Lieutenant-General Ehud. 
Barak and Syria’s Major- 
General Hikmat Sbihabi. 

SANA did not give details, 
but the official daily A1 Baath 
said earlier Israel asked to 
keep observation posts at 
strategic points in tbe Gobs 
as part of security arrange- 
ments and that Syria rejected 
the demand. 

Tishreen said security 
zones and observation posts 
could not ensure security for 
Israel. It cited South Leba- 
non, where Israel maintains a 
self-styled 15-kilometres 
deep “security zone,” as an 
example. 

“If we take South Lebanon 
-as an example, we will clearly 
see that the security zone did 
not ensure security to Israel 

M 

Dozens of Israeli soldiers 
have been killed or wounded 
in South Lebanon this year in 
continuous attacks by 
Lebanese and Palestinian 
guerrillas who oppose the 
peace process. 

“Even if we adopt the 
Israefi logic on security zones 
then each security zone 
should have another security 
zone to protect it and so on,” 
Tishreen said. 

It said Israel's security de- 
mands in Washington were 
“a pretext to cover its expan- 
sionist plans because Israeli 
rulers want to swallow part of 
the occupied Arab lands in- 
cluding the Golan. 

“But Syria will never aban- 
don an inch of its land or the 
land of Lebanon. Syria links 
peace in tiie region to Israel’s 
fall withdrawal to the lines of 
June 4, 1967,” die paper said. 

Syria’s peace talks with 
Israel which began over three 
years ago are staged over 
withdrawal from thr. Golan, 
seized by Israel in the June 
1967 Arab-Isracli war, and 
future ties. 

Israel says it will not reveal 
the extent of pullback before 
Syria agrees to establish full 
normal ties with tiie Jewish 
state. 

The Iran-backed guerrilla 
group Hizbollah said Monday ; 
that its leader, Sheikh Hassan J 
Nasrallah, visited Damascus 
on Sunday and met with ' 
Abdul Halim Khaddam, 
Syria’s vice president and the 
country’s top expert on 
Lebanese affairs. 

The statement gave no de- 
tails of the talks, but said 
those at the meeting praised 
guerrilla activity against 
Israeli occupation of South 
Lebanon. 

Syria dominates Lebanon 
politically and military, 
Damascus and the Lebanese 
government support Hizbol- 
lah, which is leading the guer- 
. xiQa war to dislodge: Israeli 
forces and their Lebanese 
allies. 

Heavy fighting erupted in 
the South Friday after two 
Israeli soldiers were killed in 
guerrilla attacks. 



Prodigal y 

brother found 

TAIPEI (AFP) — A ri& 

woman following the mstrue* 
tions of a Taoist god miracu- 
lously found her Jong-lort 
brother, who had subsisted 
by begging for tiie past five 
years, tiie local press RF 
ported Monday. The woman, 
identified only as surnamea 
Yu, sought help from ft 
Taoist god worshipped at ft 
temple in Ban, northeastern 
Taiwan. A “divine diagram 
she selected instructed xu to 
look for her brother at tiie 
central market in Taitimg, 
eastern Taiwan, the United 
Daily News said. Yu found 
her 46-year-old brother. Ah 
Yi, at the market The pro- 
digal brother had left his rich 
family 16 years before, after 
his parents objected to Mi 
plan to many a dub service 
girl. He bad taken up begging 
five years ago. 

Over 10,000 
Britons travel 
to Finland 

HELSINKI (AFP) — Mon 
than 10,000 Britons wfll 
travel this and next week to 
Rovaniemi, the capital el 
Finnish Lapland, to see Santo 
Clans. British tour operaMB 
have chartered 74 nights to 
Rovaniemi as against 33 last 
year. Goodwood Travel be- 
gan one-day trips by Cow* 
corde 10 years ago, and tttb 
has already become a tradi- 
tion. There win be two trigs 
by .Concorde this Christmas. 
In addition to the BritoOft, 
there wfll be hundreds of 
tourists also from other Etao> 
pean countries visiting Lap** 
land. Meanwhile Santa Claw 
announced that he and his 30 
helpers have answered about 
200,000 letters this year. We 
have received letters from aft 
over foe world, Santa Claw 
said in his post office'. hi 
Rovaniemi, on tbe Artie OK 
de. 

Long-awaited 
Christmas . .1 
present for Paclff p 
territory 

NOUMEA (AFP) — T! M 
tiny South Pacific island of 
Futuna got a long-awaited 
Christmas present when test 
dents saw their first-ever tddr 
vision programme, local tote- 
vision reports said here. The 
island, part of the French 
territory of Wallis and Ftttw- 
na, will initially receive 10 
horns a day of pre-recorded 
programmes from nearby 
Wallis, and will get a Bwe 
service from January, RFO 
Television said in a report 
monitored here. RFO said ll 
would producel a regions 
news bulletin for the territory 
in the local language of Futu- 
na — which has just 69 
square kilometres of territory 
for its 5,000 residents ■-**■ 
three times a week. Finite 
was the only remaining 
French overseas territory 
without television service add 
the move should go some wter 
to ease the traditional rivatty 
between the island and » 
sister island Wallis, which has 
bad TV service since 1986.' 


3 suspected, 
poachers shot 
dead In Kruger V 
Park 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Three suspected poacher^ 

thought to be Mozambicans, 
have been shot dead in Krs- 
ger Park, South Africans 
showpiece game reserve to 
Eastern Transvaal proving 
public SABC radio said Mote 
day. The killings came after* 
game warden found buffalo 
carcasses in the Nuanctsi area 
of the Kroger park near the 
Mozambican border, tiie 
radio said. While foflowief 
i trades away from tiie car- 
cases, the warden canto 
under fire from a group on 
tbe Mozambican side of the 
border. He returned Gre be* 
fore retreating to get Mp 
from the Sontb African 
National Defence Force. Oft 
their arrival, the soldien 
found the bodies of throe 
men as well as buffalo ari# 
giraffe meat, searchlights and 
batteries, the SABC said. On 
Saturday, game wardens shot 
dead one of three Tmp c cto d 
poachers in Umfbkna Gail 
Reserve in northeri 
KwaZulu-Natal province. 
The men had been busy ea- 
ting tbe horns off foar wfaite 
rhnKB they had wtuh *ttea 
they were surprised by nte- 
gers. Two suspects mnimijiil 
to flee and the third wasuHl 









